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Beloved, and much honoured Friends, 
(howlocever dignified or diſtinguiſhed) 


the Iubabirtanres of Phmpten St, May, the 
encreaſe of all ſaving grace'and ever- 
laſting bliſle. 
OVE amonz the Ancients wa: 
pourtrayed and ſh1dowed our by, 
and under the image of a Woman 


writren in her forehead, Procul & 


| Y 
TO MY MOST DEARLY 


cloathed in a green garment,having | 


prope, a farre off, aud neer at hand , 
in her breaſt, Mors Fw!ta, life and | 


| 
| 
death ; inthe hemme of her garment, Hyems & et .xs, 
winter and ſummer ; in her ſide, Fulnu apertum, ar, | 


| 
open wound, through which her heart wichinmight | 
be ſeen. MV love to you (farre from me be all baſe 
fatrery and ſelf-commendation) hath been very fer- 
rear, [rhe the love of women , green, and never wither- 
ing, alwayesfreſh and flouriſhing ; nor onely while 1 
was preſene wirh you, bur fince I have been abſenc 


T'2 


fom you, the ſenſc at left of my love bath been more 
 _ _ _ abundane'- 
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 abutdant rowards you : ſuch hath been ny love ro 
on, that you were 142 my heart to live and dhe with you ; 
could willingly in winter and ſummer, in all” chan- 
ex, have continued your ſervant, #5 Facob ſerved La-: 
ans flock in the heat and the cold : My heart is open 
to you, as 2 Bridegraoms heart and houſe is opeu to 
| receive the Bride ; aud had your former been like the 
| laſt manifeſtations of your love rowards me, I am aff 
ſured all the proffers and perſwalions of the world 
ſhould never have drawne me from you. Great is che 
power and ſtrength of affeQion, with which fairhſull 
Miniſters love the Lords people : as grace is more 
powerfull chen nature, ſo 1s their love ſtronger chen 
the love of naturne : Non min vs dil;go (ſaith Am- 
broſe) quos genus ex Evangelio, quam fi Juſripyſem co 
jugio ; gratis quippe vehementtor eſt ad diligendum 
quam natura, 1 love you no lefſe whom I bave begor- 
cenby che Goſpel, then if I had begotren you itima-\ 
trimonia:l conjuntion ; becauſe grace hath more 
energy and vehemency in the way and-work of love, 
then nature. And in my unfained Jove, and as a p 
and teſtimony of my never-dying love{I have ſent you, 
theſe papers, parr of whichis the laſt Legacy Thadto 
beſtow tpon you at the time of my departure from 
you : Ir 1s very uſefull for all Chriſtians ro renew the 
memory of the paſt labours of Gods Meſſengers. 
Every good child deſires a copy of his Fathers will, 
to ſee his Fathers love, ro know his Fathers gift, ro 
remember and obſerve his Fathers charge coun” 
cell : Children within: ſome few dayes afrer their Fa- 
thers dearh expe the receipcof their Parents Legs 
aud bequeath ; and loving children are ever very 
olad ro accept, and yery carefull to keep their pgs | 
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| loathing and leaving of 
| vileneſſe, makes Chriſt very precious, and breeds a | 


# Jo 


eu 


1he E-pifthe Dedicgtor 


Gods Miniſters,our fpiricuall Parents,doe commonl 
(liketh2 words of dying men) rake the deepeſt impr 
fion in their hearers. True Chriſtians think often, 
and put great price upon the laſt labours of Gods 


Miniſters : I therefore here preſent unco you that 


which I publiſhed as my laſt miniſteriall Will and 
Teftament among you, with ſome parr of my p« ore 
labours ſince beſtowed on ochers, defiring you, like 
_ children,to accept it ; like provident and carc- 
full children, to make the humble, rrue and beſt uſe 
of ir : A ſmall gift well uſed, proves many times an 
inftrumenc of great enrichment. 

Though lIceaſe to be your Miniſter, and am now 
no more your Inſtructer, yet I cannor ceaſe ro be 
your true, though weak aod unworthy, perhaps defpi 
ſed, friend : and 45 ojntnent and perfume (according 
to Solomon) rejoyce the beart, [o would 1 gladly by 

councell, diſtill on you the drops- of ſome 
| frieudly, ſome Chriſtian and ſpirituall fweetnefle to 
' the rejoycing and revivement of your ſoules : and #5 
| iron ſbarpens jr0p, ſoam1 willing by ſome words of 
| admonirion, exhorration and excication, to ſhirpen 
and quicken your affeRions. 

Let me therefore as a conſtaur lover of your ſouls, 


: 
: 


| and a carefull remembrancer of your welfare, cuttcat 


| and perſwade you all, Firſt, ro grow. in the {ight aud 
ſenſe of your finne : Beware of hardoeffe, keep your 
hearts foft and contrire, nouriſh and maintane all 
 tenderneſſe in your couſciences:fenfe of miſery ſweer- 
[ens mercy 3 the tag of ſinne.breedes borch the 

nne.; mans ſight of his owne 


| A 3 . Jow 


faſt gift, though of lender worth : the laſt wordsof 
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low opinion of all worldly excellencies. The Here fee-| 
ling wichin him the operation of che ſerpenrs poyſon, | 

from che chornes and thickers, and paſſerh over 
che green & pleafaue paſtures, defrres nothing bur the | 
fountain : ſenſe of the venom of fin and uncleannefſe, 
makes min go fromthe rhorns and rhickers of world | 
ly cares and riches, and p:fſe from the green medows | 
of carnal! pleaſures, the foule bring reſt fſe ul it? 
comes ro Chrift Jeſus, the fountaire of all ſpirituall | 
refreſhments. | 

Sccond!y, take heed, deceive not your ſelves with | 
ſhews and ſhadows inflcad of ſubſtnce, with a forme | 
ſtead of the power of godlineſſe : as the Poets fable 
ir of 7x!0n embracing a cloud inſtead of Juno ; or as 
mothers in haſte ſomerimes catch ar the ſwadlirg 
cloarths,aud leave the child behind them. lt is very dan- 
gerous to ſtay and applaud eur ſekes inthe ceremony 
of Religion and godlineſs, not taking with us rhe Lord 
Jeſw,1s ſometimes Marys Foſtph went wnith the mal. 
titude for company,and left Chriſt behind then : all reli- 

ious obſervations prove complemental, frivolous and 
truicleſſe, if in them we fee ner, rafte wot, receive nar, 
enjoy nor Chriſt * religious exercifes tre loft labours 
co the ſoule that gaines nor the Lord Jefas. 

Thirdly, be eruly meek aud humble, be empricd of 
all opinion of your own worth and wiſdome; this will 
make you wiſe to ſalvarion-Herhart is in the low pirs 
| 2nd caves of- rhe earrh ſees rhe ſtars in the firmamear, 

when they who are on the tops of the mounrains dif- 
cern them nor. He har is moſt humble ſees moſt of 
leaven: Bone off Via bumrlitati((tich Bernard) qua te- 
| ritas mnquiritur charitas acmuiritur, Gf generat tones ſa- 
pientie pererpmuntw God ((aich he) is the way of hu- 
: miliry 
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mility, whereby truth is ſearched our,cbarity is obtained, 
and the generations of wiſdome are perceived. Humiliry 
exalceth ; he that is moſt humble,is,and ſhall bemoſt ho- 
nourable. Aſoſes was the meckeſt man on earth,and God 
made him the moſt honourable,calling bitn up uno him- 
ſelf in the Mount and making him the Leader of his 
le.Grdeon was very little in his owne eyes, the leaſt of bu 
Fibers houſe in his ewne 2 and God incredu- 


' waited 00 with glory. Fs magam eſſe ? mcipe ab imo: 


louſly exalted him,making him the deliverer of 1/7ael. Ac 
maus pride is atrended with infamy, (o is mans meekneſſe 


Wilr thou be great ? begin from below,ſairch the Father. | 
As the roors of the tree deſcend, ſo the branches aſcend : 

this makes the ſoule capable of grace, as the low ground: | 
of water,and the broken earth of ſced. God gives grace ro 
the humble,as men popr liquor into an empry veſſel. The 
Altar under the Law was hollow, to receive the fire, the 
wood and the ſacrifice : rhe hearr of man under the Goſ- 

pel muſt be humble, empry of all ſpirituall pride and ſelf 
conceit, to receive the fire of the ſpirir, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
who offered himſelf a ſacrifice for our ſins: this keeps the 
ſoule free from many darrs of ſatans caſting,aud ſnares of 
his ſpreading, as the low ſhrubs are free from many vio- 
lent guſts and blaſts of wind, which ſhake and rend the 
taller trees. I bave read of oneqwho ſeeing in a viſion ma- 

ny ſnares of the Devill ſpread vpon earth, he ſate downe 


i#a 2 who ſhall paſſe through theſe? whereunto he heard 
a voyce anſwering, Humilitas pertranſiet, Humility ſhall 
paſſe through them. The devil hath leaſt power to faſten 


[cans proffers,nor terrified with his threatnings:rhis makes 


and mourned, and ſaid within higaſelfe, © us pertranſiet 


a temptation on him that is moſt humble : he that harh a 
gracious meaſure of meekneſle is neither affeted with ſa- 


] 


man 
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man peaccable in conver ng with his brethren, fruicfull 


in wel-doiug, cheerfull in ſuffering, comfortable in every 


condirion, conftanr in holy walking ; -rhis makes # man 
preciouz intheeyesof iGodz-4 /2 humble ſervantinche 
eyes of hiy Maſter: ubyarvmeft in repubatione propria, 
mapnu ef} in reputatioae divine, 'fairh Gregory : He rhar 
5 lictle in his own accounrgis great-in Gods eſteem. This 
makes the way and work of -mau acceptable umro God, 
and alſo ſwecrens and encreaſeth tans communion with 
God.If ever thetefore you intend to enjoy Gods glorious 
and bleſſed preſence,labor for.chis bamilicy &meeknefle. 
Fourthly,be fervenr and unfained in your love ro God, 
his trurh, and his children : rhis will make your language 
| very gracious. Amantium mor eſt (fairh Chryſo/! ome )ut ame- 
rem (uum ſilent io tevere nequeunt : Lovers know not how 
co keep flencezlovers of God are very full of gracious ex- 
preſſion : this will make you liberall, you ſhail giveyour 
ſelves ro God andrhe fervice of his Saints : as the men'of 
Macedonia did : this will inzke you patient in ſuffering, 
as Facob in his ſervice for Rachel -this will make you fre- 
quent the houſe of God with all alacriry, frequetcy and 
diligence, as children rheir fathers houſe and rable : this 
will make you joyfull in hearing the word of God, as the 
Bride in hearing the voyce of rhe Bridegoome + this will 
make you carefull, free and fall in-che obſervation of 
Gods ſtarutes,as loving children in the obſervatis of rheir 
fathers precepts : this will make you diligent and rich in 
all good works ; the more man loverh God, the more he 


is not id{e,but operative : Amor Dei (faith Gregory) nun- 
quam ot roſiu eft ,, operatur enim magna fi eft , ſi vero ogerars 
renuit, amor non eft : rhe love of God (faith he) is never 


idle ; for if it is, ir worketh great things ; bur if it refuſe 
| ro 
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{triveth in all wel-doing coglorifie God. Love, like fire, |- 
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ro work,ir is not love. Love makes che yoke of God eafie, 

and his work delightfull;it is only want of love that makes 

'the commandement a burthen : 7«#to magis delefat op 
bonum,quanto mag 1s dilig itur D tus ſummunm o& incommut a- 
bile bonwm, (aith Auguitine : A good worke fo much the 

more delighterh, by how much che more God the chicfcſt 

| and unchangeable good is loved. 

' Love among ſome of cheAncients was reſembled ro,and 
repreſented by the Sun : the Sun inlighrens the world; rhe 
more love che more light. Knowledg and love,like the wa- 

ter and the ice,beger each other ; man lovesGod by know- 

ing, and knows God by loving. God dwels in love, and 

'where God is there is light : chat mans lighr is dirk-eſſe 

which is nor arrended with the love of God and his refti- 
monies: the Sun makes the earth fertile; hethac love: Go 

cannor be barren, his love makes him fruitfull in all wel- 
doing : the Sun is ſwifc and conſtant in his motion ; love 
makes man cheerfull,ſpeedy,and unwearied in running the 
race whichGod harh ſer before him :the Sun is impaſſible, 
love is patient and invinciblegit eudurerh all chings;o f 04s 
can drown it no waters can quench it, Want of love and 2f- 
|{e&ion is the maine cauſe of mans apoſtacy and back-lid- 
ing : the Sun caſterh his beames upward and downward, 

w the Eaſt and to che Weſt, to the North and to the 

South ; Chriſtian love cauſerh irs beams to aſcend ro God 

above, and to deſcend ro man benearh ; co our friends on 

the right hand, to onr cuemies on the left.hand 3 rothem 

'that are in the tate of grace before us, tro them that are in 

the ſtate of corruprion behinde us : love which is nor in this 

ſenſe univerſall,is corrupr and carrall. The Sun beginnirg 
toaſcend in his circlegnever goes back untill he comes to 
the higheſt degree thereof : rrue love abhors apoſtacy, af: 


cends ro more perſetion,1nd ceaſerh nor uncil,like E/tabs 
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fiery chariot, it harh carried the ſoule ro heaven : If ever* 
you mean to ſee aud enjoy the God of love,labour for this: 
love. 

Fifcly, be very ſerious, ftudious, circumſpeR, and cares? 
fall in all your walkings; ponder the path of your feet, 
like carefull travellers ; conſider and weigh all your do- 
ings,let all your waves of the heart within, and work with- 
our, be ordered arighr,z2ccording roche rule of Gods word; 
every motion of the ſoul is a ſep ro life or a ſtep rodeathz 
1 ſtcp towards heaven, or towards hell : Mans labour and' 
ſervice isremporall, his wages and recompence erernall; 
cherefore as Zeuxes, thar famous Limner, being demany! 
ded why he was ſoexa@t aud ſerious, fo long, fo carefull 
and curious in his workmanſhip; anſwered, Dr pings, 
1u74 eterzitati ping», 1am long in painting, becauſe 1 
paint unto erernity. Weall paint unto eternity ; every 
one of our ations tends ro an eternity of joyes or ſortows ; 
4ll our temperall ations are as feeds of eternity ſowne by 
as : a temporal ſeed an eteruall harveſt : we ſpeak,we hear, | 
wewrire, we read, we pray, we ſing, we confer, we works, |. 
wetlinke unro erernity : bo exaCt and ſerious ſhould we 
be in our ſhort walking, the end whereof is erernall;/ Y+- 
etlanti curs (ſaith Gregory) per cuntla opera intentions 
renſanda ef, wt nihil temporale tm bis que avit appetat, ſtd 
totam ſe tn ſoliditate eternitatss figat : The intention is 
torough all our works to be weighed with vigilant care, 
chat in rhe things which ir dorh,ir may defirenorhing rem 
poral), bur wholly faſter it ſelfe on that which is erernal ; 
he that walkes nor circumſpe@ly deprives himſelfe of an 
ercrniry of felicity, and caſts himſelfe into- an erernity of 
miſery: better live ſtri&ly for a tine, then live miſerably 
for ever ; vay, be aſſured char even for the preſent, theres} 


more comfort in ouedayes ſtrift walking wich God, then 
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in a chouſand dayes looſe converſing with men. Did men 
know the peace,joy,(weerneſſe, boldnefſe, honour and tri- 
ump\ of holy walking, they would inſtantly and for ever 
abandot all diffoluce living : heaven is the paradice, of all 
joyes ; he that in his holy walking commeth neereft unt 

heavet,is doubtleſſe of all men rhe molt joyfull. O ſay nor; 
thely as 2 maui of uwobleblood and acurewir, but prophane' 
life, ſometime did,when being demanded whar he thought! 
of che avitere life of che godly, & licenrious lifof che wick-| 
ed,anſwerd, Cum i is mallem Viyerecum ils mori mallem, 
had rather live with the latter, I had rather dye with rhe 
former. But as you delire to dye the death of the rightcou:, 


grious to live the life of the righreous : Never promiſe 
your ſelves a bleſſed death wichcur a toly life. | 
Laſtly,be ſtedfaſt in adkering to the rruth : be ror like 
children carried to and fro with every vaine perſwaſion ;| 
cor like ſhips withour anchor,toſſed vp and down with the 
winde of every empry dodtrin + Buc be conſtant in follow- 
in the rruth,as the Wiſemen did the Starzunrill you come 
'bomero Chriſt ; and as the Iſraclires did the fiery Pillar, 
utcill you-come to the heavenly Canaan. - Bay the truth 
(Gith Solamen) and ſell it not ,, you can rever over-buy it 
whatſoever you give for it ; you cat never ſufficiently ſell] 
it,if you have all the world in exchange for it. Ir is ſaid off 
Ceſar, Major fuit cura Ceſart litellorum quam purpura; He! 
had greater care of his books then of bis royall robes ; for 
ſwiming through che waters to eſc-pe his enemies, he car- 
ried his $10 his hand above the waters, bur loſt his 
robe. What are Ceſars books ro Gods booke, and hi: 
learning ro Gods truch; morethen a glow-worme to rhe 
Snn > B: yMictherefore more carefull of the Goſpel then) 
of any earthly poſſeſſion : though you be driver. into re; 
A 2 deep | 


{ſo be very ſolicirous and ſtudious, very vigilant ard indu-j 
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deep waters of 2MiQf'on, and there loſe all your worldly 
fulueſſe, yet hold faſt the Goſpell of Chriſt Jeſus : you 
ſhall finde iufinirely more worth and comfort in the Gof- 
pel,rhen irall the treaſure of the world. 

Ir isreported of 4/exandey the great, that he had al 
wayes Humers [liads under his pillow, and preferred them 
above Dari his moſt precious and coſtly Cheſt : what 
are Homers I|j:ds to Chriſts Goſpel > or Darims Cheſt to 
the invaluable treaſure which is in Chriſt > Have rherfore 
the book of God ever wirh you, when you lye down, when 
you riſe up, when you walke abroad ; have it in your uty| 
derſtandings, ro know ir ; in your imaginations, to thinke 
| and meditare upon it ; iti your memories,ro remember it ; 
11 your hearts ro love it,to rejoyce and delight your ſelves 
init; to ſolace,refreth, and comfort your ſoules with it; 
in your tongves, to ſpeake of it, ro edifie and ſtrengthen 
one another by it; give it preheminence above the choyſeft 
worldly ſubſtar.ce. The loſſe of all cannot make man mi 
ſcrable,as long as he ſincerely and fully adheres unto, and 
enjoyes the Goſpel. 

Make this therefore your conſtant and perpetuall light 
ro guide you ; your heavenly Manna,ro feed you ; ul Ce 
leftiall rreaſure,toenrich you ; your ſpirituall wel-ſpring, 
to refreſh aud fill you ; your firme and ſure anchor, to 
ſtain and ſtay you ; your holy and gracious School, ro edi- 
fe yon in the knowledge, fatth, and love of Chriſt ; to ra- 
viſh your ſoules with the apprehenſion of Chriſts bear 
ries, to fill you more and more wich Chriſts fulneſſe, and 
prepare you a ſweet aud entire communion of everlaſting 
continuance with che Lord Jeſus : which he moſt unfain- 
edly defirerh ; who ever remaineth, A 
|; | 
Moſt intirely devoted to your firituall ſervice, 
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{ For in him dwelleth the falneſfe of the God-head bodily : 
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And ye are compleat in bim, which is the head of all princi- 
pality and power. 


Cnam l 
He tran{coudency of Chriſt s fulnes _ all ereated Fulnes. fol. 1 
Crap. IL. 
Chriſts fulneſſe « ground of debortation from bumain inventions. 5 
Dot. 1+ Such is Chrifts fulneſſe bat men aught wot to joyne to dim 
other dectrines and obſervations te furiber their eternall bappineſſe. 


Four grounds bereof« «7,8 
, ” Coon tl CET 
The folly of net cleaving 18, and quieting and contenting our ſefves 
with Chriſt, but going aſide to human inventions. P. 10 
Five grounds bereof. P. 11,12 


The vanity of bumain dedirines difolayed in 12 particulars. 13,14 
| An admanition to wait on Chriſt, and receive all our diretion from 


bm. ' 
Cuarp. 11IL 


| DoRt.x. Al divine and beavenly fineſſe is tobe found in Cbrift Je- 


ſis. Three grounds hereof. 15,18 
| Cnay, V. 

The full of negleling Cbrift, and ſeeking fulneſe ejwhere. 2:2 
| Fonre ſeckers of fulneſſe deceived. 23 


K Some leave Chrift and (eek, ſuineſſe in the creatures. ibid. 
Mans folly in ſeeking fulnes im the creature opened in 6 particulars.24 


15 þ 


2 Fome ſeek fulneſſe in themſelves, "26 | 


2 Some 


* ws 


Turuz TaBLe. | 
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— 


Ipnorance and unſenſibleneſſe of mans want of Chriſt the ground of 


this. , 27 | 
3 Some ſeek, fulneſſe in the naked uſe of the Ordinances, not labour- 
ing to ſee, taſte and receive Chriſt in them. 23 


4 Some ſeek fuſneſls in bumain ob ervations : their folly diſcovered 
ibi 


Cuayr. VI. 

The folly of man in ſtanding aloefe off from Chriſt,” and not coming 
fully home to Chriſt, m whom is all fulne| 5 manifciied, 29 

Four grounds bereef. 32333334 | 

The folly of man in not coming unto Chriſt, illuſtrated. 35,36,37 

Cnae. VII, | 

The valuing and efleeming of Chriſt above all ic preſſed. 38 

Chriſt to be valued above all, ſix wayes. 33,39,40 

Four things in Criſt ts be bighly prized. 42443 

Cnuan, VIIL 

Per(waſions to come to Chriſt, and get intereſt in Cri. 36 

Three things perſwading therewnto. 46,4743 | 

The manner of coming to Chriſt laid downe. $051 

Helps diſpoſing and fitting man to come to Chrift, $2353 

CHAP, IX, 
The making uſe of Chriſt is taught. $4555 
CHAP. Ke 

Full and conflant acquieſcence in Chriſt is perſwaded. 57 

Conſolations floging from tbe fulne{s of Chriſt. 5$ 

| Cuar. X1. 

Doft. 3+ Chriſt is God and man in one perſon by an inſeparable 
union. Two grounds bereof. 60,61,62 

Mans bonour and the exaltations of mans nature i opened. 63,64 

Man is charged not to dehaſe bim(elfe, but maintaine the hanour to 
which Chriſt bath exalted bim, with the manner bow to doe it, 65 

Cnrae, X11. 

Mans choyceſt excellency conſiſteth in union with Cod. 66 

The benefits thereof. 67,68 

Cnaye, XIITL. 

Det. 4. Cbriſts perfettion and ſulneſs doth infinitely ſurpeſi the 
ſulneſi of all creatures. Three grounds of this, 69,70, 
Such as are filled with fulneſi of God,are filled with choyceſt fulnefl. 64 | 

C 
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| Txt TaBLt. 


36 Cnaye. XI111L 
The ſuperlative excellency of Cbrift above all creatures is declared, 


73374375 


Four excellencies in Gbriſt, an which men muſt faſten the eyes of 


| their faith. 76477578479 
Cnay. XV, VYew''07 


The bappy «nd bleſſed condit ionef them that ave panchen of Chriſt 
is ſet forth. Illuſtrated in five particulars. $1,82,83,$4 
DoRt. 5, Cbriſt dwe __ in our fleſh is true God : bis names ,attri- 
' butes and works pou it : meditation whereof tends to admire, em- 


| brace, fear, exait and ſtay on Chriſt. 86 
Crar XVL | 

Dot. 6. Suc) alone are truly holy and gracious, are compleat and 
perfe(t in Chriſt Fel ws. 88 

| . Propbane men ſtrangers to perfeliion, ibid. 
Such alone as are graciow, partake of Chriſts fulneſe 89 
Do. 7. There is a firituall and I perfettion and fulxc ([- 

in Cods faithfull ſervants, ibid, 
Severall [orts of fuln:ſſe- 90 


Cnay,. XV l, 
Four grounds of-the Saints fulneſſe. 


92 
Two ſorts of men flrangers to Chriſt, 95,96 
Cnae. XVIIL 
Four marks or charatiers of fpirituall and beavenly fulnefl, 97,598,599 
An exbortation to fpirituall and beavenly fulnſ "# ibid. 
Four meditations inducing thereunts. P 100,101 


The dolefulneſſe and danger of neglefting Chriſt and the 
opportunity of Grace. R 


tinueth barren under the plentiful & pewerful means of ſalvation-108 
Do. 2. It is very dangerow and fe for any people or perſon 
to negle(? tbe means and 11mes of grace which God doth offer them 1 26 


The Soules laſt Refuge, a Sermon on 
Revel, 22. 20. 


| Note. By bow mach the neerer communion we bave new with 


Cbrift 


—. as 


Do. r. The ftate of that perſon or peojle is very dolefull, which con- | 


| 


- —— = -- 


UMA 


Tus TaszncLie. 


Chriſt by grace and bolineſſe, by ſo much the more bis ſecond coming is | 
defered by ws. 136] © 
Note, No man rightly defies Chrifts coming but be that bath «ſ»| 
ſurance of the good and benefit of bis comm ng. 137 
Dot. Hh the wnfained deſire of Geds faithful ſervants to have 
the fall fruition of Chriſt Jeſw- 139] 
Note. Love and mercy are [weetly knit together in Chriſt x 4 


[as- | I 
Note. If Chriſt be net owr Lord and Maſter firft, be PR. . : 
ear Savieur at laſt. ibid. | © 


Saint Paul's Legacie, a Sermon on 
2 Cor. 13, I, 


Do, r. The Miniſters lang and frequent preaching muſt be atten-| | 
ded with much perfeltion in the people. 154} 
Do. gg There i in fl Gods faithfull Minifters a very fervent 
and wnfai e to their bearers. 160 |, 
Note. The labours of Gods choyceft Minifters are nat everlafiing Þ 
| but of a (bort continuance. 16347 
Do. 3. The full and] thorough conforming of awr ſelves to the þ 
doctrine of Gods Meſſengers, muniiiers great joy aud gladneſſe though 
, 


they drpart from us. 164 
Do. 4. It the duty, and muſt be the care of Gods children 16 c 


ſtrive to more ſpirituall pertetlion. 168 
| DoR.5. Godgcbildren ought ts be very comfortable, though many 
| 1hanges and affiidions doe attend them. 170% 
| DoRt. 6. There muſt be wnanimity and conſent between Godt 


| | 

| children in matters of Doctrine and Keligion., 1724 

: 
I 


} 
1 
FINIS. | 


TN FEE IO 
- h wr tn IL, + 
—_— _—_ JS 


Oe 
= Y, T 
SARS, 
g WO; 


- ——_ 4s 


CHRISTS FVLNESSE 
TRANSCENDENT. 


Coros. 2.9, 10. 
For in bim daelleth the fſulzeſſeof the God-head bodily, 
and yee are compleat tn him nho « head of all princi- | 
pality and power, | 


— -_ - 


: 

| Cnavyp. |. 

| Shewing the tranſcendency of Chriits fulneſſe above all created fuin- Me, 
and opening the ſcope of the words . 


F all Fulneſſe, Divine and Heavenly Ful- 
neſſe is the choiceſt :The nearer any crea- 
ture commeth unto God, and the more 
jr doth participate of the fulnetle of God; 

/ | the greater is the pertetion,the more ex- 

SOM cellent is the fulnefſe thereot. There is a 

ſuln« le of light in the Sun, a fainefle of 
{waters i the Sea,a fulneiſeof ſtrength in the Rocks,a fu'n:s | 

lofriches in the earth : * The earth ({aith the Pialmiit)ss ful of < PhLro4 24 
Itby riches, is the great and Wide ea, whercin are things creeping in» | 
m:reHl+,Forb (mall and creat Beaſts: Yet of all this fulnelle ins | 
moariſon of t'1-ir fulnefle who are filled wich the fulneſle 

of Chriſt,uay we laygas Giuren SO laid of che vintage | 

ot / 
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Christs ſulneſſe tranſcendent. | 


b Judges 8.2. 


1 EF 11. 4 7. 
lohn a4. IJ, 
Joan 1.16. 


Chriſts fulnes 
the ground of 
the Apoſtles 
dchorration 
trom hnmane 
dottiinc, 


q — CD i ee 


| Abiezer ; {o the gleaning, the ſmalleſt gatherings of the 
| nefſe of Chriſt, are berter, more excellent,more ſatisf; 
| more permanent, then the full and greateſt Vintage of the 
world : This is a fulnefſe making like God, to| 
God, leading to heavenly and ſweet communion with God; 
the leaſt of Chrift is better then the greateſt abundance of the | 
earth : There is fulneſſe of wiſdome and purity, a fulneſſe of: 
ſtrength and fagacity in theAngels ; there is a fulneſle of hos | 
lineſle and righteouſneſſe in the Lords faithtull ſervants; 
yet is theic fulneſſe in reſpett of Chrilts falnefle, as no ful- 
neſſe ; as the fulneſſe of the Star is as no falneſle in reſpett of 
the fulnelſe of the Sun ; and the fulneſie of the Veſlell as no 
falneſie in compariſon ot the fulneſie of the Fountaine: 
Theic fulnefic is a derivative, a borrowed fulneſle; it is in 
thera by participation, as the Moon hath her light from the 
Sun, Rivers their waters from the Fountaine, and the eye 
her {f1ght from the foule ; but ic is in Chriſt originally, natu- 
rally, and of himſelte : Their fulneſle is in them by meaſure | 
according to the gitt of God; in Chrilt it is © infinite and a/ove | 
mea/ure. The Moon is fall of light,but the Sun is more full; 
the Rivers be full of waters, but the Sea is more full ; their | 
talneſſc is not communicable to others, they cannorderive 
| their graces to others;but Chriſt as a head and Fountain,im | 
| parts his fulneſſe to others ; and therefore the Apoſtle ſaith | 
| wa of him, In bim dweLetl the fulneſſe of the God-bead bodily, and 
yee are compleat in him wbo is bead of all principality and power. 
| The Apoſtle baving dchorted and diſwaded from heark- 
| ning to, rectiving and embracing the dodrines, traditions, 
| devices and inventions of men,as from emptyLamps,where- 
in is no light to diſcover {tn, to reveale God in Chriſt, to 
make man wiſe unto ſalvation ; as from wodden ſwords 
fairly guilt and flouriſht over, but having no edge, no pow- 
er to penetrate the heart, to hew downe fin, to caſt downe | 
the holds of ungodlineſle ; as from broken Ciſternes, where- 
in is no pure and living :7ater to refreſh the ſoule, to ſatishe 
the thirlt thereof ; as from Chafte, wherein is no nouriſh» 
ment to ſtrengthen the inward man ; and as from falſe phy- 
cke 


| of Abiezer, Þ toe gleanings of Epbraim are better then 10e rand 
3 


| B 2 : necd 


| Abſolnte fulneſſe in Chriſt alone. | @ \\* 


licke, wherein is no verue to heale the breaches of the + oul] —_— 


and to cure the wounds ot the Conſcience : Having diſlwa, | 
ded trom this by an argument drawne from the vanity, emp+ | 
tinclle, idlenefic, unprofitableneſſe and deceitfulnefle of ſuch at] 
doftrines and obſervations, he here perſwades by another | 
argument drawn trom the perfeion and fulnefſe of Chrilt : | 
[n Chriit is the height of al perfeRion, ſuch perfeftion that | 
| 
| 


| 


: 


no more can be added to him ; in him me:ts the fulnefſe of 
all perteRtions 3 as of beames in one Sun, and li:ics in one 
Center, and Rivers in one Ocean. Whatſvever fulneſſe or | 
eQtivn can be mentioned, detired, imazined, it is to bs 
found in him : Ic is ablurd to run to a rotten Cilterne for 


water, having by us a full and living Fountaine ; to goe to/| 
[1 Glow-worme tor light, having che Sun to guide us : Ic is | | 
a great folly to have recourſe to humane traditions, Philos | 


ſophicall dotrines, vaine and empry ceremonics, having 
Chriſt, in whom dwelleth che fulneſſe of the God-head bo- 
dily, and in whom we are compleat. 

In the words we have a double plenitude or fulveſſe : The A doubt; Fuly 


nel, | 


| firſt of Chrift, ver. 9. The ſecond of bis Members, ver. 10. The 
hicſt is originall, ab(oluce, independent : The fecond, com- 
| mnicated, derivative and borrowed. The firit is the Foun- 
| tane 3 the (ccond the Streame : The firſt the root ; the ſecond 
' the Branch : The firſt is of the Ferd, the ſecond is of the 
Members : The fiſt is like the falnefle of the Sun, the ſecond 
is like the fuloeiſe of the Stars : The firſt like the fulneſſe 
of a King, the ſecond like the fulneſle of a SubjeRt :The for- 
\mer like che tuln:fc of the Lord and Maſter of the houte,the 
lateer like the fulnelfe of a Servant in the houte : For in Chr. fi 
| drelſerh all the fulneſe of the Godhead bodily, and wea re compleat m 
| bim w'0 is bead of all principality ard rower. ' 
| Fir! of the former of ther, the pleniende and tulneffe of | Analy 6% 
Chrliit ; for in bim dre#8-1h the fulnrſ: of the God-beald bodily. In! 
the words we have, Firſt, a cerme- or note of coherence; Fe k | T. 
which is a particle redditive,rend eng the reaſon of the tore-t | Tevminus (o- 
|Loing ſentence, Beware !:a ary men foils 164 throu!h Phils ophy | nexiams, 
and vere d-ceit-; Be noc 2 (holler in their hol nnderftand 
not, belexve nor, adore no after their Doftrines, there is no | | 
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| 
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Abſolmte fulneſſe in Loriſt alone. | | 


need of having recourſe to them : You have all in _— 
For in bim is the fuln:ſſe of the God-bead ; all fulnefle a 


ing to life and happineſſe is to be found in Chrift Jelus. Se | 


condly, here is a ſubjeR, in bimy in Chriſt, in his perſon a 
he is the Son of God by eternall generation, as he is God! 
and Man in one perſon, as hee is Mediatour, a mid-' 
Jle perion betweene God and Man by divine ordina- 
ion, by his Othce of Mediation : In Chriſt is ſuch 
perfeftion that there needs no addition. Thirdly, here 
1s the At, Dwelketh ; an Aﬀt of duration, Chriils hu-| 
mane Nature and his Gudihead are* never ſeperated. 
Fon thly, here is the matter which is in Chriſt, and that is | 
1 fain'f., a perfeftion, the higheſt pertetion, the greateſt | 
ulncltc : The fulnefle of any thing is the excellency of the 
ching 3 tulneſſe of corne in the care, fulneſle of branches and | 
truic on the tree, fulneſle of children in the houſe, as of ar» 
rowes in a quiver, fulneſſe of light in the Sun, tulneſle of 
precious tubtance in a pearl;is the excellency of the eare, the 
rec, the houſe, the Sun, the Pearle ; divine and incompre-. 
henlible fulnefle is the excellency of Chiilt Jeſus above 0- 
thers. Such is Chrilts fulnefſz, that in compariſon thereof 
the fulnelle of all creatures is but empineſle, F iftly, here is 
the quality or condition of Chrifts tulnelle, Tbe fulneſſe of the 
Ged-ocead ; a fulneſle communicable to no creature : In Szints 
ind Angels there is a finite fulnefle of divine qualities, in 
Chriit chere is the intinitefulneſle of the divine eflence,a ful- 
neſſe by web be batt 4 obrained a more excellent nam: then the Angels. 
He that partakes of God above others, is more excellent then 
-thers; the Lord Ieus is farre exalted above all creatures. 
Sixtly, here is the manner how this fulneſſe dwelleth in ; 
Chrit, Bodily ; not ſeemingly, but really, traly and in deed 
not figurativelyand in ſhadow, as he dwelt ir the Temple, | 
bt compleatly 3 not by power and efficacy, as he dwelleth in | 
all creatures, nor by grace, as in the Saints, nor by glory, | 
25 in the bleiſed in heaven 3; but Eſſentially, Sut Fantially, the | 
humane nature being aſſumed into union with the perſon of : 
che Word, Great is the difference berween the dwelling of | 
the God-he:d in Chriſt,aud in his members : Such is the pre- | 


ence | 
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Humane Inventions not, Oe. 
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Coon ofthe fulneſſe of the God-head in Chriſt, that he is a 
bundantly able to fill all that come unto him, 


Car. 11. 
Declaring the vanity of jorynng humane Odſtryations 


oe es ey 


| to Chrift Jeſw, 


UT firſt of the terme of connexion,the particle For, ren- 
| Bins the zeaſon why we ſhould abſtaine from all for- 
raigne and ſtrange guides to direft us, trom all the rotten 

illars of hamane inventions to ſupport us, and from the 
Lakes Ciſterne of all the tradicions and obſervations of 
men to fill us, co perfet us, to promote the weltare of our 
ſoules ; for, or becauſe in Coriſt there is all fulneſſe, and there 
fore no caule, no need of (ſtepping out from Chritt, of caſt- 
ing our eyes abroad on other lights,ot joyning other things 
to Chriſt, of mixing and mingling vcher things wich Chriſt: 
Whence we learne, that 
Such is Chriſts fulneſſe, that men ou2 "1 not to joyne t9 bir other 
DoeCtrines and Obſervations to furtber their eternall bappineſſs. Such 
: is the fulneſle of the light of the Sun, that the traveiler need 
not joyne acandle of his owne thereunto,to help him in his 


travell. Such was the fulnelſe of light iſſuing from the fiery | 


Pillar, that the Iſraclices needed nor the light of any Lamp 
| belides to guide them in their journzys to the land of Ca 


| nazn ; Such a hery Pillar, ſuch a bright and ſhining San is | 


| Chriſt, that we needno other light to guide us in all our 

| doings, in all our progrelle to the heavenly Canaan, bnt 

| onely Chriſt ſhining in the ſacred Scriptures, andin the la- 

| bours of his faichful Miniitcrs: Theretore we are (ent 10 him 
as to the only © Maſter, having both authoriry & wiſdom to 
command and inſtruftus.This was commanded by the voice 

' trom Heaven? Heare bim ; 25 it the Lord had faid, | will not 
that yee depend onany other, whether Moſes or Flizs, but 
on Chriſt. Moſes and E/iz vaniſhed,Cbrift remained; the Cere- 
monies of the Law were abolithed,. the prediftions of the 
Prophets fulfilled, Ch iſt alone remaineth, and him we muſt 
heare 3" as a Scholler his  ** receiving all inftruftion 
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Dottr. 


eM:t 23 9, 
1a. 
{ Mat.17 5. 
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i » Epiſt. Joh. 


ver.19, 


+ Gal.z 8. 
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Humane Inventions not to be joyned to Chriſt. \ || 


from him z as a Servant his Lord, yeelding full and conitans | 
obeidience to him : Kim we mult heare in his Word, as a 
King in his Proclamation ; in his Minilters, as a King, in his : 
Embaſſadours, as a Bride-groome in his Friends : Him we | 


| mult heare in his —_ obeying him, in his Promiſes bes | 
J 


— — _— 


leeving him, in his judgements fearing him, in his mercics 
drawing nigh unto him, and rejoycing in him, every w 
quieting and contenting our (elves with him : And for hi 
cauſe he is ſtiled our Prophet, a P 


her 8 like unto Moſes, in 


| nature and ofhce,being a Man and a Mediatour,asMojes was, | 


though more excellent, and in a more (ingular ſort 3 Moſes « 
a Servant, Chriſt as a Son and Lord of bis Church z a Prophet re+ | 
vealing the councell of his Father concerning our redemp- 
tion, a Prophet giving power to his Word co work for our © 
converſion : As he called Lazarw by his voice, and raiſed 
him by his power $3 ſo he callerch us by his Word, and cons | 
verteth and raiſeth us by his grace. And as the eyes ot Iſrael | 
were on the fhery Pillar ro guide them, and as that moved 
they moved ; ſo muſt our eyes be on Chriſt, conforming our | 
motion according to Chriits preſcription : All other Do- | 
fecines are excluded, we are {enied to hearken to them, to 
embrace or entertaine them . i I? there come any wits you, and. 
bring n#t this Pelirine, the doftrine of Chriit, but his owne | 
doftrine, receive bim not to bow 6, have no acquaintance wick| 
him, give him no audience, ſhew him no conntenancy, ne 
th.r bid bim God feed, ſalute him not, afford him no ſpeech, 
wilh him no luccefle, (hut your cars at him, withdraw your | 
ſelves trom him : Thowrh we, or an Arge! from beaven, faith 
Saint Paul, whoſoever he be, be he never fo famous for his | 
learning, or renowned for his ſanftity ; it he ſpeak or live | 
in externall appearance 2s an Angell ; yet it he preach ano- | 
ther Goſpell, another D:trine, * 1b 2 1hat which we dave prece 
ched unto you, let bum be «ccuried 5, 1-t him be vile and execrable | 
in your eye, odions and abominable in your apprehenſion. | 
Look to Chriitt, cleave ro Chriſt, turne not aſide from him, | 
look tor no other Inltrufter to make thee wite unto ſalvati- 
on: Look (laith Corv/0/7ome ) tor no other Maſter ; thou haſt | 
the words of God, no man can lo teach thee, And, I (faith 
our 


 Chritts perfeJion. 


our Saviour of hinaſclte) am the Way, the 7ruto, ard the Life : 
Ambulare vis ? (Gaith Awguitine of Chriſt) ego (wm via : Falli xon 
vis 7 ego ſum veritas : Mori nonvis 7 ego ſum vitss Wile thou 
walk ? 1 am the Way : Wilt thou not be deceived? I am the 
Truth : Wilt thou not dye ? I am the Life. So that in Chriſt 
there is ſach fulnefle, that we have no cauſe of going to 0+ 
thers,to joyn other doftrines & obſervations to Chriſt Jeſus. 
In ——deſos perfeftion of Chriſt; It! pleaſed God that 
in him ſhould all tulneſſe dwell; fulnefſc of wiſdome to di- 
reft, fulneſle of power to defend, fulnefſe of worth to ſatis- 
he Gods juſtice, to meric mans (alvation ; fulneſſ: of righte- 
ouſneſle to juſtifie, fulncſle ot holinefle to ſanftifie, fulneſle 
of mercy to pardon, fulnelle of ſufficiency to ſatisfie : He is 
tiled a Kock for his ſtrength to ſupport us 3 a Corm ellour for 
his wiſdometo guide us ; a Fountaine opencd tor his readineſle 
and preparednefle to waſh away our uncleannefie ; a Tree of 
Life Lo twelve ſorts of fruit every moneth, for the plenty and 
perpetuity of joy and gladneſſ:, and other fruits of the Spi- 
cit, which he miniſters to true beleevers: To a River of 
\iving water, Cleer as Cory fall, for that incffable purity, perfe- 
tion, comfort and (atistaftion which Chrilt miniitreth to 
the ſoules of his children . To a precious Pearle for his worth ; 
to a Store-bog'e for his fulncſl: of all fpirituall treaſure. © 
= happineſſe of the ſoule that enjoyes Chrilt ! he that hath 
the Lord Jeſas need not look eli{where for any perfeRions : 
Having Chriſt we have all, ſaith Ambro/e : He may fay as 7a- 
ob did, I bave enough : The ® woman, the Spoule of Chriſt, is 
deſcribed, cloathed with the Sun, and a Crowne of twelve Stars upon 
xr bea{; the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt cloathing her as the 
Sunne, and his doftrine guiding her as the light of twelve 
Stars 3 and in him are * bidden all the treaſures of wi/dome.Sarely 
the man never knew, never ſaw, never apprehended Chris 
falneſſe, that dotes on forraigne dodtrines, that admires hu. 
mane inventions. 
In regard of the vanity of all humane DoQtrines and Ob- 
ſervations : They are a © vaine viſion, a vition compoſed of 
raine and fooliſh things ; they are an empty Lamp, wherein 
is no light, they diſcover not the fin of mans heart, they doe 
not 
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nut reveale Gud in Chrilt,they thine nor into the hearc,they 
make not wi.e unto ſalvation, they are a Schoole wherein 
men are ever learning, and yet v never come to the knowledge of the 
truth ; He chat is moit devoted to humane obſervations, is 
commonly molt ignorant of the myſtery of godlinefle : As 
long as Saint Pax! was a Scholler in this Schoole, he remai- 
ned ignorant of his owne eſtate, he {till beheld himſelfin a 
talſe glafle : 4 I was alive ({aich Pax!) once without the Law : He 
knowes little of the Law of God, that makes mens traditi- 
ons a law to dicet him in the ſervice of God ; no light dif 
cloſcth the Heavens, but chat which ſhineth from Heaven , 
no Doftrine ſtewerh forth God and the way to heaven, but 
onely that which God himſelte hath given : Of all other 
Dottrines we may lay as eb did of his triends, * They are Phy. 
fitians of no value, they neither diſcover nor cure the dileaſe 
of the ſou!: And as ſometime the Lord ſaid of the Egyptians, 
* The Eyiptians ſpall belp in vaine and to no purpoſe 3 their ſtrength 
s to ſit ſtill; lo may we of all humane and carnall dottrines, 
hey helr in vaine and to no purpoſe, they can do: nothing 
vy way of mortification to finne, by way of corroboration 
:gainlt Satans temptations, by way of pacihcation in quiet- 
ing the conſcience: In ſuch caſes their ſtrength is co fic ſtill, 
they doe not profit the receivers of them. It is but the ſow- 
ing of chaffethac brings forth no fruit, or feeding on husks 
that miniſters no ſtrength 3; a labour which doth not * profit. 
He that looks beyond or belide Chriſt for light co dice(t him 
his labour is altogether unprofitable, 
In regard of the foolithneſſe of man to ſtep alide from 
| Chrilt, and cl:ave to humane obſervations : Every man re- 


| purtes ic a fouliſh thing tor a man that hath a full tountaine, 


to eek water out of an empty pit; f:r him that hath the 
Sun ſhining upon him,to light a candle to guide him:lc was 
great foly in & men of Sechcm to retuſe * the Vine, the Olive 
and the Fig- tree, and ch00\e the Bramble 3 19 I: ave th» (ons of Jerub- 
bail, and chooſe Abimelech to raign? over them, What is Chritt 
bur a living Fountzins, a bright and ſhining Sun, a Vine, 
an Olive, a Fig-tree, tull of all light, repleaithed with the 
'Treatelt fulneſle of all divine and heavenly truit ? And what 
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| 


Folly of not cleaving to Chriſt. 


are -humane dottiines and obſervations, but an cmpry pit, 
a very ſnutfe that gives no light,a barccnBramble that beares 
no truit ? Man never mure manit. (ls his tooliſhnefle, then in 
leaving the Lord Jeſus. » Hatb any Nation ({aich the Lord] 
| caanged ibeir gods, waich are yet no gods ? But my people bave £4:- 
| grid tdedr glory for that which doth not profit. Be aftoniſbed, O vt 
| beavens, at this, and be horrible afraid, be ye very d:jolatey jcito th: 
' Lord ; for my preple bava.committed two great evils z they bave for- 
| (ken me, the Fountaine of living water 5,and bewed them out cifferns, 
| broken ciffernes that can told no water. Who is the Fountaine ot 
living waters but God and his Chriſt ? What are «he broken 
| cilternes but hamane inventions, which have no water of 
| life in them ? Who is cenſured in the Parable as a foole, bur 
{he that left the Rock and buile upon the Sand ? Who is the 
' Rock but Chriſt? What is the Sand but the vaine and idle 
| obſervations of men ? And who {o fooliſh as he that leave? 
the former, and builds his faich and ſalvation upon the lat- 
'ter? Heis certainly, in Gods account, a man of no under- 
| tanding that leaves Choiit, in whum are hidden all the trea- 
| fares of erue wildome. 

| [n regard of perill : It is very dangerons to leave Chriſt 
| and adhere to rotten doftrines and empty devices : It is dan- 
| gerous to the Sheep to leave the Shepheard, and apply hin- 
{elfe rothe Wolfe : to the fick to leave the wiſe and taichfull 
Phyſician, and pur himſelfe into his hands who is both ig- 
norant and deceitfull, Whas are the Teachers of corru 
do&rine, but * Wolves in Sbeeps cloathing, and y falſe Pryſicians 
who beale the diſeaje of th: daughter of Gods people deceitfully ; The 
' men of Iſrael expoſed themſelves to great danger when 
| they left David their true King, and * followed Sheba that H-w 
| the Trumpet of Kebellion. 


The man that leaves Chriſt,and followes them that blow | 


| theTrumpet of vain and idle,carnall and unſound doftrine, 


! 


| expoleth his ſoule to the danger of infeftion, ſeduftion and 


| utter ruins. Unſound Do&rines are inſtruments of great 
| prejudice to their receivers, the bait by which Satan, like a 
| Fowlec,allures them ; the tnare in which, like a Hunter, he 
entangles and takes them : The mo of darknefle _ wn 
uc 
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ch agents as deceitfull Teachers he doth more advance his | 
Kingdome, and bring greater ruine to the ſoules of the peo- , 
ple by bad ſceds-men, then by the men of any one calling | 
belides them : A lying ſpe-ch our of the mouth of- an * old | 
Propbet, prevailes and 7 to diſobedience more then a | 
Kings perſwaſion : Satan ordinarily works the greateſt mi | 


| chiete by being a Þ lyins fpirit in the mouth of ſome Prophet» The 


ſtate of mans ſoule is very dangerous that ſticks not cloſe to | 
Chcitt Jeſus, | 


| 


— 


Cuap. III, 4 
Di(cloſing the folly of not cleaving toand contenteng our 
ſelves with Chriſt, but going aſide to Vaine inven. 
E107S, 


H1S difcovers the vanity of their minds, the folly of 
their hearts, the perill of their ſoules, who cleave not 

to Chriſt, who reſt not, quiet not, content not themſelves 
in Chriſt and his fulnefle ; but ſtep out, goealide, turne 
away from Chriſt to vaine Do&rines, humane devices and 
carnall obſervations ; like the two © bundred men of Jeraſalem, 
that turned afide from David, and went after Abſolom : As they 
went in the the ſimplicity of tbeir bearts 3, ſo theſe in the folly of 
their ſoules : As they knew not any tHing, ſo theſe know not 
any thing truly and ſavingly of God, of Chriſt, of the deceit 
of Satan, of the danger of their eſtate and doing : As they 
took unto themſelves Achitopbe!, a Counſellour of David ; ſo 
theſe take unto themlelves ſome Teacher, ſome Miniſter, 
who by calling is one of Gods Counſelleurs,one that ſhould 
plead Gods cauſe, and op:n Gods counſel! : 'And as their 
conſpiracy was ſtrong agaialt David, ſo is theſe mens con- 
ſpiracy ſtrong againſt God, againſt his truth, againſt the 
om of their owne loules, He that cleaves to corrupt Do» 
ine, conſpires againſt Chrift and his owne ſalvation : And 
whence is it, that falſhood is more welcome then tcath z a 
man that comes in his 4 owne zame, mare acceptable then he 
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” chac comes in Gods name, but, firit, from the dominion and 
| tulneile of corruption ? A deturmed face pleaſeth ir ſelfe in a 
| d:ccictull glaile ; the malefaftor rejoyceth to heare of a cor- 
| [up Judge 3 lome divcaled fromacks delireto feed on athes ; 
| a rotten heart and a rotten dorine are very ſutable. 4vab 
having * ſold oimyelfe to commit wickedneſſe, was very attentive 
to the talle Prophers : Men (ſaith our Saviounr) t bye dark- 
nefle ratben then uy,vt, becauſe toctr deeds are evill. He that doth evill 
| 2«1e12 the light, neitoer commeth be to the (t;bt, leſt bis deeds ſbould 
| be reproved : Job (aich of Theeves, s 1 be morning is to them s 
| te ſhadow of death ; if one know them, they are in the terrors of the 
ſhadow of death. 'T © men that rob God by their impieries, the 
morning, the truth which ſhineth forth like the Þ Morning 
drar, is as the ſhadow of death ; if one know them, if the Mi- 
niiter dere@ and lay open their ſin, their prophane andevi!l 
ettate, ic is a great terror to them, it troubles them, as the 
Itar did i Herod and the men of Ferujalem. Man can never take 
vleature in that fulneſſe of light which ſhinerh from Chriſt 
Jelus, untill he hath empried himſelfe of che fulneſle of his 
corruptions. Secondly, from the want of love to the truth : 
The woman that wants love to her husband, readily proſti- 
tutes her (elfe co ſtrangers : The ſoule that loves not Chriſt 
and his truth, doth eal:1; open ir ſelfe to corrupt and dec. it- 
tull dufrines ; becauſe they * received net the love of the truth 
that rvey might be [ave ; for 14s ca e,Cxith the Apoſtle, God ſhaft 
ſend them ſt -ong deluſions, that they ſhoull beleeve a lye. Gorru 
and carnall de@rine is very welcome where the love of the 
truth is wanting ; he that receives not the truth into his at- 
feftion, as well as into his judgement, will ſocn be drawne 
from it. Under the Law it was uſu ill for a man that married. 
| a! wowan, it he loved her nor, to give her a bill of divorce- 
ment, and lend her out of his houſe : It is common with 
men under the Goſpe!l, who, in rega-d of externall cove- 
{nant and profeſſion,are married to the cruth ; yet afterwards 
| through the want of love, they give the truth a bill of di- 
| vorce, and become ſtrangers to it : Ie is love to the truth? 
' that cauſeth man to continue conſtan: with it: ® Love it, 
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Grounds of not leaving Chriſt. 


velty : Men naturally defire new things 3 as they defice new 
faſhions of apparell for their bodies, ſo new dodrines for 
their foules. The eye is lictle affefted with the Sun, becauſe 


ic (hineth every day 3 it much admires a blazing ſtar, becaule | 


'ut ſeldome ſeene : Things of greateſt worth, becauſe com- 
mon, are lictle eſteemed ; vaine and empty things, becauſe 
new, are much regarded. Saint Paul tels Timothy that tbe 
111 | wil! come when men will not ® endure (ound defirine, but after 
their owne !u'ts ſpall they beap un'o them clves Teachers, baving ich 
ig eares. Men having the itch, delight in ſcraping ; men 
averipread with the loathſome {cab of uncleane Juſis, delire 
to be ſoothed,daubed,flatrer'd in thric tins,and to have their 
ears tickled & pleaſed w'h ſome new and (irange things, with 
® ſmooth things and deceits, with the P enticing words of mens 
wiidome ; The Jjraclites 4 leatbed Manna, and luftea ofter the Onyons 
of Egypt. Men of corrapt hearts, after a while,loath the pure 
and plaine preaching of Chiiſt, and f.ll a lutting after Phi- 
loſophicall, ſuperiticious and vaine doftrines : Noman fo 
deſires change of new and ſtrange dottrines, as he that 
meanes not to change his converſation : were the hearts of 
men truly changed, the true and common dofrine of Chriſt 
would be very pleaſant, the ſoule would never grow weary 
of it. Fourthly, trom their eltrangement from Chriſt, they 
liſcerne not Chrills beauties, they talte nut Chri:ts ſweet» 
aciſe, they feclenort Chriſts go-»dneſſe ; there is 1 ſucable- 
acfſe berween Chritt and their hearts ; they have not * lcarn- 
1 Chrift xs the trut in bim ;, they have nut learned the wile 
Iome of Chritt ro be guided by him, the authoricy of Chriſt 
2 ſubict cthem(itlves unto him, the beauties of Chriit to ad- 
nire him, the love of Chri.t to delighe themſelves in him, 

he death of Chri't to mortihe their lu'ts, the reſurreftion of 

brit quickning them to a new life, the power of Chriſt to 
drpend upon him, the holinetle of Chriſt to imitate him,the 
-.uthciency of Chriit to content themſelves with him. 

-hri't is to them a + bidden M.nna whom they taſte not : 

hey ſee * nothing in bim for which they ſhould deſire bim, It is re- 
c ded of Aveſilaw, comming to help the King of Eyirt in his 
ti:creflc, that, Uh corpus 17cultum, & veſtis vilitatem venit in can» 
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| earch as Laban did, not as t 
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| nempraon eJus gents bommibus, qui ſperarimt (e viſurss Spartanum 


regen talem, qualis efſet rex Per(arum, corgore decenti(ſime ornatum: 
for the unhandſomnelle of his body, and of his 


garment, he was had in contempt among the men of that 
Nition 3 who hoped to have ſeen a Spartan King, ſuch as the 
King of the Perſians, navit comely adorned in his body : So 
| Chriſt comming to help us in our diſtreiſe, for the want of 
| externall pomp in his Ordinances, and worldly glory in his 
| Miniliers and Members, and the ſplendor of humane elo- 
| quence in his doQrines is deſpiſed by the men, who frame 
and forme unto themſelves a Chriſt like to one of the migh- 
ty Monarchs of the earth. He that dilcernes not the ſpiritual] 
beauty of Chriſt in his dorine,doth eafily degenerate to hu- 
mane ſuperſtition. Fittly, from the diſagreement berween 
them and Chriſts doftrine: There is no p ion, no like- 
nefſe, no anſwerableneſſe between their hearts and this do- 
frine z they are darknefle, and this is light ; they are carnal! 
and this is ſpiricuall ; they are from beneath,and this is from 
above ; their wayes are contrary to itztheir hearts are full ot 
enmiry againſt ir, they hate it as ” Adab bated Micaiab, becaue 


lineſle, the power of ic, that they cannot endure it; they 
are loath to b: ſearched, to have their {in diſcovered, as 
Kabel when ſhe fate upon her [dol, unwilling to be reproved: 
to have theic lults mortitied, as David was to have A%olom ju 

to death, and tderefore charged tve Captaines of bis Army 19 deale 
zently with tbe young m11, The rough handling of prophane 
mens vices, makes them weary of Gods Ordinances, - and 
moves them to ſeeke out ſome more gentle and cahe do 

Frincs. 

Bur, Brethren, as Solomen ſometime of Lazphrer, It is mal ; 
ol of Mirtb,W tat doth it 7 ſo let me ſay to you of thisrotten, 


dome and ſub-rneffe are nor in it ; and of all hmane obſer- 
vations and Philoſophicall difates in the Scoole of Chritt : 
What doe they ? Why ſurely they doe * net di;cover fin; they 

he Maſter in Jonah did ; they arc 


be never propbefied good to bim. Such is the brighttnefle, the ho- | 3 
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| Vanity of bumain Doftrine. AF 


leave man iznorant ot. God and kimſelte. No dodtrine can 
ſhew us God, but that which is from God. Secondly, they | 
humble not the foule : As Zeb ab and Zabmunna (aid of Fetber, 
y Swcb as the man is, ſuch is bis _- z 1o, ſuch as the doftrine 
is, ſuch is its firengeh. The Devill regarded not the ſons of 
2 Scev«'s adjuration, his holds are never caſt downe by a hus 
mane do&rine. Thirdly, they nouriſh not : The * Prodigd 
was like to ſtarve before be returded to bis Fathers bouje. He that 
| feeds on the husks of forraigne and ſtrange doftrines, will 
| ſtarve his (oule, it he returnenot to God his fathers houſe, 
where is heavenly bread enough : Nan may feed on theſe 
plencitully, and yer like Pharcoby leane Þ | ind after their eating 
the fat, be as leaxe as ever. Fourthly, they pacifie aot z like 
obs friends,they are miſerable © comforters ; the\ © comfort in vain, 
he © woman in the Gofpell fpent «ll upon the Phyſicians, and yer 
could not be cure4 uncill the came to Chriſt ; there is no 
| cure for wounded conſcicences, unlefſe they come ro Chriſt 
| Je(us. Fittly, * they deceive, as the Serpent deceived our firſt 
arents; and as# Kab'era wonld have deceived Ezchials Subs 
jetis. Sixtly, they allure and draw to tin, as the © barlot alle 
red the young man. Seventhly, they impoveriſh the ſoule, as by 
, meanes of a whoriſh woman, a man is brougbt 18 a mor/el! of bread. 
ightly, they captivate and bring the ſoule into bondage, 
make man the ſervant of men, the ſervant of corruption ; at 
Delila by her linging cauſed Sampfen to fleep, and cur off his 
locks. Ninthly, they adulrerate the erue Doftcine of Guds, 
Miniſters 3 as tares corrupt the wheat, and as a litile Jeaven | 
doth ſeaſon the whole lumpe. Tenthly, they derogate from. 
the diznity and honuur ©t Chriſt. Eleventhly, they deny 
Chriſts authoricy, by making men our Lords and Maſters,” 
Twelfthly, they deny Chriſts wiſdome, by tetting up other 
rules todireR us, as if Chri't had not wiidome enough to} 
guide us, O then, bold f:ft that form» of dettrine which Chriſt bath” 
taught you walk in that lipht which he hath fer up to conduR- 
you z and beware of making the d. ftrines of men the rule x 
b, 


faith or life g feed not on them leaſt they poyſon you 
build not upon them, leaft they fink under you ; leane not | 


on them, laſt they pierce you 3 walk not atter them, Jealt | 
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Diredion to be bad from Chriſt. = | vo 


|gnided by Chrift, to wait upon him, to take all our direfti- 


they deceive you ; but cake all your direftion from Chriit 
Jeſus, in whom is all ſfalneſſe. 
This muſt reach us to ſuffer our ſelves in all things to be 


on from him. As MÞ{es received the whole pattern of theTa- 


bernacle from the Lord, and accordingly tramed it ; fo let 
as receive the whole patterne of our taith' and life from 
Chriſt, and accordingly beleceve and walk, repent and obey. 
Let us wait upon him, and receive our commiſhon from 
him, as | Abimass ſometime waited njon Foab, and ran when he bid 
2m, Let us feel Chriſt in his fulneſſe {hining into our hearts 
8 the Sunne in the fulneſſe of his ſtrength ſhineth into the 
ayre, filling us with ſuch divine and heavenly light, that we 
may (ce our owne vileneſle, as a man in a glafſe beholds his 
ſpots ; that we may diſcerne the things that differ, as in th 


y men difcerne colours 3 that we may be humbled in 


the apprehenlion of our owne unworthinetſe,as Pau! fell un. 

to the ground when the light ſhined about him ; that we 
may know and feel the vanity and emprinefle of the crea- 
tuce, as the children of the Nobles knew the * emptineſſ: of 
te pits, when they came and found no water in them ; as Fa- 
#5 knew the vanity of Laban, having changed bis wages ten 
mes ; that wernay ſee the neceſſity we have of Chriſt, as the 
Elders of Gilead ſaw the need they had of Feptba, and the Gz 
wmites their need of Joſhua; that we may behold God in Chrift 
8a Father regenerating us, as a King of mercy pardoning 
8, a8 a gracious friend mp neere unto us, beſtowing 
ill heavenly gifts upon us, enriching us with all bleſſings 
in Chriſt Jeſus ; that we may have a cleere apprehenfion of 
Chriits beaucies, and be thereby drawne to _ him above 
Ul creaſures, to love him above all friends, to honour him 


bye all Commanders, to defire him above all riches; ro 
lace our (elves in him, as in the Paradiſe of all our com- 
ons, to tay upon him in all diltrefles, co intend him in all 
«we madernckings to meditate apon him at all ſeaſons, re. 
*iving daily more and more of the fulnefle of his grace,that 
- length we may reigne with him in the- falnefſe of his 
lory, 


2. 
An Admoniti- 
on to wait on 
Chriſt, and re}. 
ceive all dire- 
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him. 
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| «ll fulneſſe dwe!l : t 


humane nature aſſumed into the ww of the lecond perſon 
e 


Cnae. IV. 
Seting forth the beauty of all diyine and heavenly ſul. 
neſſe in Chriſt. 


A= ſecond thing in theſe words is the Sxbje&?, in which| 
all fulneſſe dwelleth ; and that is, in bim ; in Chriſt, iq 
the perſon of Chriſt, as God and man in one perſon, in the 


in the body of Chriſt, asin a * Temple, faith Auguſtine ; Cor- 
pus Chriſti vere eſt Templim, in ip/a enim veluit babitare corts- 
raliter tote plenitude deitatis, ſaith Cyrill. The body of Chrit 
is traly a Temple,for in ic would all the fulnefle of the God- 
head dwell bodily. From whence we learne thac 

All divine and beavenly fulneſſe is to be found in Chriſt Feſw : all 
the fulneſſe of the Land of Egipt was to be found wich Foſeph: 
All the fulneſſe of God,of grace, of peace, of glocy, is tound 
with Chriit : 7! - ed God((aith Saint Paul) that in bim ſhould 

e fulneſſe of wiſdome, righteouſncile, ho» 
lineſte, and of all good things have their abode and dwel- 
ling in Chriſt; in him they are ſound in their compleat per. 
{c&ion, and Chriſt is ſaid to ® fill all in all. The Sun filleth 
all the Stars with light, the Sea filleth all the Rivers with 
waters 3 Chriſt filleth all the creatures with a naturall tub 
nefſe, Chriſt filleth all the children of God with a ſpirituall 
and heavenly fulneſle, and of kis fulneſse they are ſaid to 
* receive, as {treames from the Fountaine, branches from the 
root, and members from the head, Grace for Grace z the grace | 
of the New Teſtament for the grace of the Old, permanent 
tor ſhadowiſh grace, or rather grace upon grace, one | 
of the Spiric after another, the Spirit of Chriſt daily 
ing a new encreaſe of grace upon us. Such is Chriits ay 
nelse, that he more and more filleth the ſoules of his fer- 
vants ; and this fulne(se of Chrilt is ſometimes expreſsed by 
likening Chriit to a Store-houle, wherein is all creaſure, 2 
on 


| 


* whom are bidden all toe treaſures of wildome 3, to a? Tree, 
which growes all varicty and fulneſse of fruity toa 4 King 


CC On ke. 
All heavenly fulneſſe in Chriſt. | 
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Dignity of C brifte perſ n. 


for the fulne(se of his Majeſty, glory, dignity, excellency. 
All creatures are but beggars in compariſon of Chriſt Jeſus, 
to a man that keeps open houſe for his tfulneſse, freenelse, 
readineſse to communicate to hungry ſouls; * Hee, faith the 


; Lord by the Propher, every one tbat thirſtetb, come yee to the wa- 
ters, and be that bath no money, come, buy and cat 3 yea comes buy 


wine and milh,, without money, and without pric- : Sometimes to 
a Fountaine in whom is all plenty of water : Sometimes to 
the * Kyje of Sharon, and the Lilly of the Vallies, for the ſurpat- 
ling beauty and tranſcendent excellency of graces in hia- 
ſelte, and tor the ſweet and plentifull, pleafant and d:lighe 


full communication of himſclte to the ſoules of his people: 


Sometime to the 


dignity, worth a 


le=tree among the trees of the Wood, for his 


excellency above other perſons ; as the 


' Apple-tree excels the trees of the Forreſt in comfortable- 

neise of thadow, ſweerneſse of ſmell,pleaſantnefie and plen- | 
ty of fruit ; and the Spouſe deicribing the height, fulnelse | 
and perfeCtion of the excellecics of Chriſt her Bridegroome, 


faith of him, that he is * white and ruddy, the faireft of ten t:0u- 
jend ; White, for his innocency in himſelfe, for his viftory, 
peace, joy and comfort in his God, and for his adminiltra- 
tion of grace and mercy to penit-nt and beleeving linners : 
And Kudily, for the impntation of our {im unto him, for his 
ſuffering, and for his juſtice to puniſh his enemies : And the 
faireſt of ten thou'and,for his beauty,majeſty, authority, worth 
and talneſse, turpaſling all Men and Angels. The Lord Je- 
ſus is exceeding - wemm_4 in the eyes of his unfained friends 


'and lovers ; ke is indeed beautitull onely in their eyes who 


love him. The more man loves him, the more cleer and com- 
fortable is his apprehenlon of that fulne(se which is in him. 


This perteFion and tulneſse of Chriit was ſhadowed in the | 


high Prieſt, being waſhed with » water, and annointed wity bo!» 


v/-,gnifyingChrit's Cn Tiry, ind his un Tron with the oyle | 


of gladnetse above his tcllowes : The high P:i-#t having his | 


rlfa.ss.1. 


s: Cant.z.1, 


t Cant. 5.10, 


v Excd.29.7. 


loynes covered wit) clean limin'n, bis bod) g/oriouſl apr ar il -2 |'w Exod. 28. 2. 


and a boly Crowne upon bis Lead, lignitying the cloathing of | 
Chris humanity with erus huline(s*, the adorning of it | 


| wich pzrfe&t rightcoulnciie, = the crowning chercot with 


Majeiy 
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x John 1.14» 


Verſc 38: 


Three 
grounds of 


Chriſts fulnes 
Is 


Majeity, as King of his choſen. This was likewiſe figured by 
che Temple, that was a ſtately and glorious edifice, full of | 
'ight ; in is was the Arke, there God appeared, and filled it 
vith his glory (© is the fabrick of Chriſts humain nature, 
rmmaculate and {potleſle, tull of heavenly knowledge, the 
all crealure of true wildome, grace and knowledge being 
1id4d.n in him,thz God head perſonally there * dwelling, and 
ling him witch all grace and elory. This was allo ſignified 
ny fo'rpo : Jo eps was a beautitu'] perſon ; Chriſt is fairer then 
xe *0x5 of men. There was none like 7+ p) in underſtanding 
and wiidome, in whom the Spirit of God was, as in him : 
there is none comparable to Chriſt ia wiſdome ; Men and 
Ang:ls are his Schollers. Zo/epb was ſet over the whole land 
in generall, over the Kings houſe in ſpeciall : Chriſt is Lord 
of the whole earth, but chiefly over Gods Church. Fojep» 
had the cuſtody of the Kings garner, and therewith fed all 
Egipt and other Nations: Chritt hath all the fulneſſe of God 
and therewith feed:th Jew and Gentile, the beleevers of all 

Nations ; and ſuch tulnefle of Chriſt was requitite. 
In regard of the dignity of his perſon : As the ſecond per- 


ſon he was the Son of God by erernall generation ; as M n, 


| he was the Sonne of God by grace of hypoſtaticall union. 


Chrilt is nearer unto God then Saints or Angels ; and by 
how much he commeth nearer t-> God then all creatures, by 
ſo much he participates more uf Gods tulncfle. Chrit is the 
Son of God after a more high and emin-nt way then others; 
he is the Son of Gud by eter 14] generation, othe:s are the 
Sons of God by regenerati-n : Chri' is the S-n of God by 
naturall generation, we ar- the Sons of God by voluntary 
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diſpenſation: Chri:t is the S-1n of G d begotren of the el- 
ſence of the Father, very G-d of very God ; we are the ſons 
; of God begotren not of his eflence, bur by the operation of 
his Spiric : Chriſt is the proper and onely begotten Son of 
| the Father; weare the adopted S mnes of Gol, not borne 

Sons by natnre, but mad- (15 by grace. Many of us, faith 
, * Hilary, are Sons of Gud, but this Son is n-t ſuch : for this 

Son is a true and proper Sor, by originall, not by adopti- 
| on z by truth, not by nuncupation ; by birth, not by creati- 
ons, 
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| gracious and heavenly filnefe to the fonls of men byChriilt; 
| he hath given him to be the © brad over all tings to the Chure) 2 
| The h-ad is above the members, rules the members, and 


Cbriſts Office and nudertakmeg. x. 

1 3 and who doth inherit his Fathe:s fulnedſe, but the Son, 4 
the beloved Son, the onely begotten Son, the Son of the Fa- | 
thers delights ? 7 bow art my Son ((aith God the Father unto 
Chrilt) this day bave I begotten thee, there is his eternall gene- 
ration 3 Ake of me and I ſhall give thee the Heathen for thine In- 
deriiance, and the utmoſt parts of the carth for thy poſſeſion ; there | 
is the tulneſſe of the gift communicated to him. Joſeph gave | 

portions to all his brethren, but to Benjamin a portion five 

times as good as what he gave the refidue : God gives ble(- | 

(ed and liberall portions to all his adopted Sons,buc Chriits 

portion doth far excell them ; their receivings are from and 

through him 3 he is the 2 Heire of all, more excellent then the <Heb-1. 4. 
Angels, having obtained a more ® excellent name then they 3 as © Hed. 1. q- 
the name of a Son is more excellent then the name of a Ser- | 

vant, and the name of a King rore ex-cllent then the'name | 
of a Subje&t. Chriſt is both Son and King, farre above Men 

and Angels in all divine fulneffe, Þ being the brighineſſe of bis | 
Fathers glory, and exprefſe image of his F arhers pecion, up- | 
holding all things by the Word of his power, having by 
himlelte purged our ſins, and ate downe at toe right band of M jeſt 
on dig. 

In regard of divine Ocdin tion : God hath appointed to 
convey all fulne(se of grace by Chit nnto {is choten 3 God 
hath ordained to conve; all tulnefse of light to the ayre by 
tbe Sun, and therefore hath put a great fuln-{se of iche in- 
to the Sun ; all fulnetse of nourithment to the branches by 
the roots,and therefore hath pur a fulnel(se of jnyce into the 
roots : In like fort he hath appointed to commmnicate all 


6 Reb.1.3, 


2, 


c Ephct,22- 


communicates ſenſe and motion to the members ; Chriit 
hath preheminence above all the m *mbers of his Church, 
rules and guides them, communic :tes ipiricuall ſenſe and 
niotion ro them, and 1be Father (faith _— Math d cm 
minted all thinos to 16s Yon; the judgement of adminiltration 
and government of all things, the judg-ment of ruling and 
guiding his choſen, in ablulvin _ ic ns, In —_— 
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Chriſts Office and undertaking, bs bk 


f John 5.26. 


Skohn.1 1-44. 


bh lohn 1. 9. 


j Revel-3.7. 


his graces into chem, that he may live in-them, and chey 
in him, preſerving them ſafe to lite eternall. God hath 
made him the great and high Steward, and the Church his 
houſe, to whom Chrilt, like a Steward, or rather Son, del: 
penſeth all the fulneſse which his Father hath commirted 
unto kim, being «© fairthfull as a Son over his houſe. And as 
God diſpenſeth all fnlneſse by him 3 fo, of neceifity all ful- | 
nelſse muſt be placed in him 3 according to that of Ambroſe, 
Chriſtus omnibus omnia fatius eft, Chrilt is made all things to 
all men. 

In regard of Chriſts Office and undertaking in the bckalfe 
of Gods Church and choſen : an undertaking ſo difficult, 
that withour the fulneſse of God it cannot be accompliſhed: 
For firſt, ſuch is the diceaſe and malady of the ſoules of men 
that without the fulneſse of the God-head Chriſt cannot 
cure them ; they are ſo dead in fin, that without an Almigh- 
ty power he cannot raiſe them : Were he not the Lord of | 
life, he could not quicken them ; had he not f life in him- 
(elfe originally, abſolutely, infinitely, he eould not mini- 
ter life unto them. Chrilt ſhewes no leſse power in raiting 
the ſoules of men, then he did in raiſing the body of s Laza» 
19. Such is their blindneſse, that were not Chriſt the true 
b light that commeth from above, he could never ſhine into 


_ 


cheic hearts; had he not thetreaſur-s of all wildome, - he | 
could never make them wile unto ſalvation; had he not the 
i keyes of David, which open and no man ſhutteth, he could 
never open the eyes of their underſtanding. Such is the ob. 


itinacy and hadneſse of their hearts, that the hammer of the | 


| Word without the almighty hand of God, can never break 


nor bruiſe them. Such is the diſtance and difference between | 

God and the ſoules of men, that were not Chriſt a perſon of | 
inknite worth, he could never make any ſatisfation, never | 

work a reconciliation. No hand can. cure mans mileries, 

but that which hath an infinite fulneſse. 

| Secondly, fuch is the oppoſition made by Satan againſt 
this othce and undertaking of Chri't, that without the ful- | 


| nelse of the God-head, there could be no conqueſt : He is a, 
Lyonfo ſtrong, and ſo greedily ſer upon his prey, that were | 


= 
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v-r the ſoules of men, as David * delivered the ſhezp from 
the Lyon : He is a man of ! war ſo potent and policick, and 
 {o fortifying his holds in the hearts of men, that werenot 
| the power of Chrilt almighty, he could never vanquith and 

caſt him out. Liberty from ſacans bondage and temptations 
' comes altogether from Chri'ts fulne(3e, 

Fhirdly, ſuch is the profundity and depth of the myſtery 
of godlineſse, that, had nor Chriit a (piricuall andheaven- 
ly tulneſse,were he not in the ® bo,ome of tbe Father, and knew 
all things, he could never fb:wans the Father, he could n-- 
ver ® open the Buok ſealed wit (even Seales, which no creature 
can oben ; he could never open our hearts, and fill us who 

are ® darkneſſe, with a marvellous light ; the enlightning of 
' mans underitanding is an almighty work ; he can be no leſse 
' then God, that gives us the ſpiric of wiſdome and revelati- 
on to know God and the riches of his: goodnelse towards 
the Saints. 
| Fourthly, fach are the afliftions of Chriſts members, Sa- 
tan doth fo befiege and aſrault them, as ſometimes the 4m: 
' ritiſh Princes did the > Gibconites, that, were not Chriſt filled 
with the fulneſte of all power, he could never give them de- 
liverance. Freedome commeth to Gods children from the | 
alzaults of their enemies, onely by the mighty power of 
ns : heis the Ark that keeps them from drowning | 
in the deluge of affliftion; it is he that walks with them, 
| and keeps them that the fiery furnace of trouble doth not burne 
| andconſume them z as he ſometime 4 walked wich the-three 
children and preſerved them. 

Fiftly, ſuch is the perfeftion that God requires in his 

\ | | ple, that, were not the fulneGe of the God-head in Chrift, 

| e could notcloath them wich righteouſneſs; he could nos 
purge our their corruptions, as Fordar purged Naaman ; he 

| | could not * preſent them without ſpot and blemiſh in Gods pre- 

' ſence. It is the mighty power of Chriſt that prepares and 

| keeps Gods children unto ſalvation. And thus youſee the 

neceſſity and verity of the being of all divine and heavenly 


not Chriſt a She heard infinicely ſtrong, he could : not deli- | 
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, belide Chrilt, is but a Bramble in compariſon of Chiift, mi. 


w Pal. 45.10, 


Cnay. V. 
Setting forth the folly of negleting Chriſt, and ſeeking 
Fulneſſe elſenbere. 


H1S diſcovers the folly of ſuch as negle& Chriſt, leave 

2. Chriſt, ſtep out, and goe alide from Chriit, and (eek for 
fulnelle elſwhere. Theſe are like the meu of Scebem in Je* 
thaw*s Parable, \ leaving the Vine, the Glive and the þ ig-tree, 
addreſling themſelves unto the Bramble, and hiding them- 
ſelves under the ſhadow thereof. All that is without and 


niltring no ſatety, no defence, no ſure and comfortable ſha- 
dow ot refreſhment to them that have recourſe unto ir. It 
is our greateſt fooliſhneſſe to leave the Lord Jeſus, to ſeeke 
out other props, and pillars to ſupport us z an evill very 
common and incident to the ſoules of men,an evill ot which 
our Saviour doth complaine, * Te will not come to me, that ye 
might bave life 5 ye will not come to me, ye will not beleeve 
in me, yee will not love and embrace me, ye will nat reſt 
and relye on me, ye will not ſubje& your ſelves to me, ye 
will not folace and delight your ſelves in me, ye will not 
quiet and content your ſelves with me, ye will nor cume to 
me, as Schollers to their Teacher, to be taught of me, to 
v learne me, af the truth is in me 3 ye will not come to me, as 
ſick men to their Phylitian, to be healed and cured by me, 
as they that ſit in darkneſſe come tothe light, to be ruled 
and guided by me, who am the true light ; ye will not come 
to meas the poor to the rich,to be fed and cloathed by me; 
as the thirſty to the Fountaine, tobe refreſhed and filled by 
me 3 as the ſervant to his Lord, to feare and ſcrve me, to ho» 
nour and exalc me; ye will not thus come to me. There is 
inthe ſoules of m-1 a very ſtrong and wonderfull back- 
wardneſle to come to the Lord Jeſus,to come ful 9 and free» 
ly off from the creature unto Chriit, as the wi commeth 
off from her » owne p:ople and ber Farber bouſe,to live and abide 
with her husband, to {ct her love on him, to quiet her ſelfe 


with 
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No fulneſſe in the Creature. 


= 


wich him. There is againe in the foules of men, a ver 
rong and marvellous proneneſſe to decline to goe from 
Chritt co earthly vaniries. 
Some leave Chriſt, and ſeek for faulneſſe in the outward 
and common creatures 3 bur che fulneſſe of God is nor i 
them, but in Chrift : the creature is full of vanity, Chri/ 
alone is the Subiet of all futhciency 3 wichonr Chriſt th. 
whole creation is but an empty vellell, as 7+5 ſometime ſaid 
of wiſdome, * Where ſball Wijdeme be found, ani where is the place 
of wnderffanding ? Man knowerh mt the price thereof, neither is i: 
found in the Lond of the living : The Depth ſaith, It is not in m* 1 
and the Sea ſaith, It is not with m: : So may we (ay of fulneſſe, 
Where ſhall fulneſſe be found ? and where is the place of al- 
ſuthiciency ? Man knoweth not the price thereof, neicher 
is it found in the Jand of the living : Honours and high 
places, fleſhly delights and carnall pleaſures ſay, Ic is not in 
us : riches, ſtrength, beauty, arr, wit, ſay, Ic is'not with us. 
Man is exceedingly deceived that leaves the Lord Jetus, and 
ſeeks for fulneſſe in the creatures : For 
Firſt, the creature wichoue Chrift is- an empry thing, a 
Lamp wichout Ozle, a bone without marrow : The houſe 
without the Husband, ſeems empry to the Wife ; theThrone 
without the King, appeares empty to the Subje&t; withour 
the Lord Jeſus the ſoule meets with emprin«((c in the greateſt 


worldly falneſſe ; it is Chriſt that y filth all in ff, He puts a 
hulneſſe Into all the things of his ſervants; a falres into 
their poſſ:ſſions, that they reſt contented ; a fulneſse into 
their mv eſtates, that they rejoyce in it; a fulneſse into 
their cup, whereby their thicſt is quenched ; a fulneſle into 
th-ir bread, whereby their hanger is removed ; a fulneſle in- 
to their dinner of green herbes, ſatiating them as a ſtalled 
Oxe 3 a fulneſſe into all his Ordinances, making them in- 
ſtrumenrs to fill che foules of his ſervants with all favine 
aces, It is not the abundance of the creature, but Chri: 
ſew that mini.ters the fulnefſe ; Chriſt is the marrow and 
arneſſe of the feaſtzwth Chri't there is Carisfation in the {1 n. 
dereſt portion, without Chri't there is nothing bur * empri- 
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| tot the Lord thy God with jo fulneſſcy, «ni witd ;laine. of beart for 


bave ® enough, He that doth not gaine Chrilt, carnes nongts 
he that rinks not of this Fountaine, * cncrealcth his thi 
by drinking. 

Secondly,the creature without Chriſt,is a feeble and weak 
thing, as a tree without roots, _ _— withered © arme. 
Withour-Chrilt the ſtrength chereot is to fit ftil, like Pheraobs 
Chariots, when the wheels were ſmitten off, it cannot 
us our of the waters of diſtreſſe, it can doe nothing. Gebex; 
with his Maſters ſtaffe, could bring © ns life nor. heat into the 
child, untill his Maſter came ; the creature can doe nothing 
for us, if it be not attended wich Chrilts power and pre» 
lence. 

Thirdly, the creature without Chriſt is troubleſome ; a | 
bed of Thornes, and not of Downe ; a tempeltuous ſea, and | 
net calm waters ; bread of ſorrows & not of peace ; poyſon, | 
and not pleaſant wine : Aurion amplins craciat apud quem late 

its fuerit 5 aurum amanti nib'l de poſſcyſione (ua permintit, faith 
ArguTine, Gold torments him moſt that hath moſt ; ic ſuf- 
ters him to enjoy nothing of his poſſetiion, who purſues 
t with an inordinate affection. Svoner or later the creature 
's poſſeſſed with much torment, it we enjoy not Chriſt in 
and with it ; as the poſſeiſion, {o the trouble encreaferh, if 
we have not Chrilt ro ſanfihke it 3 like the waters of Margh 
without the tree, they that pollcile them cannot drinke a | 
comfortable draught of them. 

Fourthly, the creature without Chriſt inbondagerh, | 
aſurps authority over the ſoule, cauſeth ir to bow Jowne, as 
© Gidcons Souldiers to the waters, takes away all the liberty | 
thereof, (nthrals it tro the world, and ſubjefteth ir to the 
command thereof, :$ the Souldiers tothe command of the | 
f Centurion. Menthat will nor ſerve the Lord Jeſus become | 
ſlaves to the creatures ; God makes them ſhamefu'ly ro ſerve | 
the creature, who will not joyfully fe. ve Chriſt their Lord 
and Maſter. Mans deniall of obedience unto Chriſt, gives 
the creature dominion over him z; the creature js ever that 
mans e miſter who will not be Chriits ſervant. As the Lord 
threatned the children of 1, rae!y laying, Þ B wane ron jerveuſt 
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The Creature inbondageth. 


| 25 

tve abundance of all tdings, therefore ſhalt thou jerve 1hinz enemies 
which the Lord ſball |end againſt thee, ne and in thirſt, and in 
nakedneſſ., and in the want of all things ; and be puta yoke of 
—_—_ | > 4 ny thee. I hus man that 
ill not (ſerve t wich joy _ _ 
ricy and linglenefſe, the Lord gives him over to ſervethe 
creature with hunger and thirſt, wich cormenting care and 
diſtraftion, with much griefe and labour, in great ſtraights 
in the midit of his ſufficiency, the creature putting an iron 
yoke upon his neck, making kim ſuch a wretched (ave to. 


—_ 


_—— 


lefſe : Qui pecunie ſervit, & prejemibas compendibus con ftringinury 
& fururis paratur, faith Cbry/offome. He that ſerves mony, is 
bound with preſenc,and prepared for future ferters ſo chain 
ed that he cannot cometo-God ; fo bowed downe, that he 
cannot look up to God ; God is not in all his choughts, he 
is altogether a ſtranger to him. 

y, the creature is tranſient, a ſervant that changes "y 
| many Maſters, it ebbes and flowes like the Sea, waxeth and |Trankory. 
| waneth like the Moon : There is ſtedfaſtneſte in Chriſt, * be [4 eb. 3.8. 

is the (ame yefterday, to day, and for ever : there is mutabilicy in 
| the creature, conitant onely in alteration ; this goes and 
| comes like the Souldiers at the command of the Centurion 3 


; over his head, to deliver him from his griefe ; and Jonab was 
| exceeding glad : But when the morning aroſe, a Worme 
' (mote the Gourd that ic withered, and the Wind and Sunne 
| did beat on Jonai's head, that he fainted : The creature, like 
| a gourd, is co day a ſhadow to us, and we much rejuyceta ir, 
'to morrow it is withered, and we have much diſcomfort : 
| The joy of the creature doth uſually turne ro ſorrow, it mi- 
' niſters more griefe in the loling then ever it gave Joy in the 

pofleſſing ; and hereupon Solomon difiw.d:s man from the 
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| wiſdlome 3 wilt theu ſet thine eyes on tha! which is 19' 7 for riches 
; make themſelves wings, they flye away as a) Earle 1owards Hewen.. | 
| Sixcly, the creature is very fron/uly 4 Labay changed Far 
cobs wages ten times z many are their changes who terve the 
 E CICALLIES. | 


to the world, i that he hath ns power to eat of what be doth j',- PEccleſ.6.1,3 | 


| like Jonal; Gourd, that | came up over Fong) tobe a ſhadow '/1onah 4.3. 


creature 3 ® Labour not (Laith he) to be ric", ceaſe from t #37 ona m Prov. 33-45 
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Foqly of ſeek- 
| ig tuinefic in 
our [clves. 


No dependance as the creature. 


creatures : The Pialmiſt ſaith of them that ® goe downe ts the 
Sca in Sbips,and doe buſineſſ: in great waters 3 They mount up to the 
Heavens, they goe Comne againe to the deptir, their joule is melted 
becauſe of iru{ le ; The like we may lay of them that goe duwn 
to the creature, and ſcek for great things, and doe great bu- 
lineſfe in the ſea of this world, They mount up in honour, 
in wealth,in tavour,and they go downe againe in poverty, 
diſgrace,contempt and hatred,and their ſoul doth even melt | 
with trouble ; never man truſted the ereature, but was decei | 
| ved by ir,his ſoule ſmacted for it ; when the promiſes there- 
of are greateſt, the deceic thereof is moſt dangerous : as Tio» 
nes ſometimes tiled flattering ſpecch Mcllcumn laguiom a hor 
acy ſnare ; ſucha ſnare are the honey-{weet promiſes of the 
creature ; this like a Delilah, lings us aſleep, makes us ſecure, 
haves off our locks, robs us of our ſpiricuall ſtrength, and 
lclivers us into Satans bondage. When 45/olom feaſted Amnon 
ind Amnens heart was merry with wine, then Abjoloms ſer- 
vants fel on Amnon and murthered him : when the world fea- 
ſeth man, and the heart of man is merry with the worlds 
wine,drunken wich the fulneſse of the world, then honours, 
:iches, pleaſures, the worlds ſervants, fall On man, betray | 
nan, and murde- the ſoule of man,fruſtrate the expeRtarion | 
of man, prove a deceitfull Bow,.and a landy foundation un- | 
co man,and the fully of man is made maniteſt in ſeeking ful- | 
acſse in the creatures, wherein, without Chriſt Jeſus, the | 
oule of man meets with nothing but emprtineſze, weaknes, | 
2ondage, changes, and deceittulneſse ; all is vainewithourt 
«hritt, a thing of naught, a very nullity, a noz- ens, like Jos | 
iriends, ® Pbyſi-ians of ne volue ; - cannot cure us, help us, | 
:aſe.us, fill us, they can doe nothing for us, | 
Some ſeek for fulneſse in themſelves, they pleaſe them- | 
| Clves with themſelves, they goe not out of themſeves, ay | 
ook not beyond or above themſelves for any thing to fill 
chem, to enrich them, ro make them happy ; they ſuppoſe. 
| (hey have water enough in their own Well, treaſure envugh | 
in the ſtore-houſe of their own ſouls.Goliav ſuppoſed he had | 
fulnes enough of irength in his own arme, in his own wea- | 
—— for no uther fulnes to alliſt him in ms 
| DICE | 
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Opinion of ſelf- fulneſſe. 
fit with David. Vaine man,corrupt man,tuppoleti he: hath 
tulnelse enough in himſelfe, fulnelse enough of wiidome ty 
guide him, of liberty to convert himſelfe, of power to van- 
uiſh the adverſaries of his ſoule, of rightcoulne.se to Juli 
| he himſelfe in the fight of God, of merit to procure 1alvati 
| on at the hands of od, and thereture he goes not our of 
| himſelte, he addreſses not himſelfe co Chriſtyhe ſecks not to 
| be filled with the fulnefGe of Chriit ; they rut in tem, elves 
| that they Þ are righteous 3 they look tor nv righteoutne.se but 
| their owne; for no garment to cloath them, bnt thit whic!) 
; growes at home, is ſpun and woven at home in the houte of 
| their owne fleth ; for no Well to refreſh them or waſh them, 
| but what they dig out of cheir owne earth ; for no armour 
| to defend them, but that which is framed and made at home 
| of their owne mettall ; they ars 4 rich and fall, ind want nothing, 
in their owne opinion ; they are wije in their owne ey?, and 
| leane to their owne * wnderflanding, and trult not to the Lord, 
| look not unto him, regard not to be filled with his know- 
ledge, with his power, with his goodneſse : he that hath 
higheſt thoughts of his owne fulne(se doth ever lealt re- 
gard the» fulneſse of Chreſt ; he is ready to ſay to Chriſt, 
tendering to him his fulneſse, as E/au did to Faro5 ſending 
him a preſent, *T bave enough, my brother, keep that thou haſt wnto 
thy ſelf, It is wonderfu!l ro contider how mens ignorance and 
unſenlibleneise of their owne wants doth caule them to un- 
| dervalue the fulneſfse of Chriſt. O how lictle doe they who 
| have high choughes of their owne fulneſSe diſcerne or taſte 
of Chrilts fulnete! And what is man withour Chil, thar 
' he ſhould feek for fulnelse in himſelte ? but * an empty houſe 
| wherein dweleth no good; a dead man,in whom is no lite ; a blind 
| man, in whole ſoule is no light 3 a loathſome leper in whom 
| is no beauty ; as the world withoue the Sun, the flock with- 
| out a Shepheard, the members without a head,the ruſþ with- 
| zat mire, and the flag without wichourt water, as ſometime 
| on ſpake ; as the field of che fioathtull withour a diligent 
| hand to drefce it is overgrown with torns a'1d nertles,fo and 


: 
; 


ſuch is the foul of man without Chritt.Did man fee his own 
| emptineſse and vileneise without Chriſt, he wuuld never be | 
Some | 
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{at reſt till he were filled wich Cheiſts fulnes, _ 
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| Seekers of fulneſſe in naked Ordinances. [2 
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| Some eek tor tulneſle in the naked preſence and bare uſe 
of Gods Ordinanecs, never lab uring to ſee Chriſt, to taſte 
Chriſt in them, to receive Chriſt and his falneſſe throagh 
them, to be broughr to the enjoyment of Chri': by them : 
Az" promiled himfclfe a fulnefle of health from the Poyſe + 
clans he looked not beyond and through them to the Lord; 
w [ought r.6t te the Lord, but to the P.\fiiizns ; Gods Ordinances 
are the Phylick, his Niniſters the Philttians : Some ſeek to 
them, ſtay in them, promiſe then.(clves tulneile of health 
trom them, they ſeck not, they come not home tothe Lord 
by them, they partake not of Chriit and his fulnefſe in them. 
Tie Jewes » promiſed themſelves fulnefſe of detrnce, 1afe. 
ty, victory, ſalvation trom the naked preſence of the Temple, 
wichout amendment of theic duings, without obedience to 
the God that dwelled in the Temple. Mia) perlwaded him- 
(elf of che fulneſle of all Heſjingbrcauſe he had a*Levite to his 
Prieſt, though he till retained his Idoll, and learned not of 
his Pricit how to ſerve that God aright, trom whom com- 
meth all bleſſing. How many men doe turne the meanes of 
ſalvation into the meanes of deſtruftion, not learring God 
in them, not being Jed home to God by them. Qu-ſtion- 


| % . . . » . . 
lefſe mans ufe of Gods ordinances is fruiclefleguntill in them 


he both ſee and enjoy Chrilt and his fulnefle : As therefore 
the Shunami:iſh woman thought ir not enough that Gebazi 
was ſent with his Maſters (taffe, but y laid bold wfon the Prophet, 
and would not goe till he himſclfe went with her : fo think 
it not enough that ye have Chrilts ſervant and Chrilts ſtaffe, 
Chriſts Miniſter and Chriits Word ; bat lay hold of Chriſt, 
cleave to Chriſt, and carry Chriſt with you : You come to 
the Miniſtry to Jictle purpoſe, if you carry not home with 
you Chriſt Jeſus, if you be not filled with his faln*le. 

Some ſeek for tulneſle in hamane obſervations, in ſerving 
God after their owne fancies, or the doftrines of men 2 in 
offering ſacrifice with range fr ce in a falſe worſhip, ina de- 
viſed Religion ; theſe ſeek fulneſſe of water in a broken Ci- 


| theſe, like them that builded Babel,build co their own confu 


ſierne, for fulncfſeof light in an empty Lamp, for fulneſſe of 
bread in a heap of chaft-, for fulneſſ- of figs upon a thiſtle; 
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jon theſe are like men running from theSun,%& ſceking light 
in a Glow- worme; like the Prodigall that * ran from his 
Fathers houſe where was all fulneſſe of bread, and ſought 
'his meat among the Swine ; to whom | may ſay, as ſome- 
times the Angel did ro the woman, » oy ſeck ye the living 
among the dead # So why eek ye lite, ſalvation, (pirituall ful- 
'nelſe, among dead, vaine and empty ceremonies ? the diſca- 
ed woman «© ſought in vaine for health, among the Phytici- 
[4ns untill the came to Chriſt ; and man ſeeks in vaine foi 
fulnelle uncill he comes to the Lord Teſs . Therefore as Pe- 
xr ſomeriine laid eo Chriit, Lord, 4 whither (ball we goe 7 thou 
beſt the words of eternal life : So, Brethren, let me ſay to you ; 
Brechren, whicher will ye goe? own what rock will you 
'bui'd ? what gnide will you tollow ? what friend will you 
chooſe ? what creature will yon ſeek? Chriſt and none elſe 
hath the Fountaine of all fulnefſe : O therefore leave all 
nd come unto him, that he may fill you wich his grace farit, 


and wich his glory laſt, 
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£ Mark F. 
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Cnae. VI. 
[Diſcovering the folly of not commino ſully home te 


Chriſt, iz whom i all fulneſſe, 
Te? IS layeth open the folly of ſuch as ſtand aloofe off 
TL from Chriſt, continue ſtrangers, and come not fully 
home to Chriſt, in whom all fulnelle is to be found, and by 
#hom the Lord hath ord:ined to miniſter all fulnefſe to the 
foules of men, and wichout whom there is an utter empti- 
nefſe of grace in them : yet as ſometime Fepbtbs his brethren 
' rejefied bim, though the Lord had appuinted no other to 
&liver them 3 in like ſort many refuſe Chriſt, keep a great 
diſtance from Chriſt ; they will not come unto him, reccive 
tim, lay hold on him, though the Lord hath appointed no 
her helper, no other dcliverer, given ns other name whereb) 


e Judges 11.2 


"they may be [aved. It is uſuall with men to pur the loweſt 
price on that which God hath ordained to be the meanes of 
_£ their | 
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39 | Follyofna comming fiul 'y bome to Chriſt, k. 


£ John 1.11, 


h Mat.23-37- 
| 
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their greatelt good. Men arc commonly very evill chooſers, 
very unhappy retuters in matrers' concerning their everlz« 
ſting happineſſe. Chriſt, ſaith the Evangeliit, come among by 
$ 1wne, and bis owne received bim not : He came among his own 

incarnation, taking our nature upon him, appearing in 
T forme of a ſervant, but they refuled his ſervice ; he came 


| in the miniſtry of the Goſpell as an Embaſſadour,publi 


the tidings of ſalvation,bur they ſtopr their eares,and w 

not _ to himzas aglorious and a ſhining Sun,burt they 
ſhut their eyes and would not behold him; he came as a Phi- 
litian to heale them, but they regarded not his medicine ; he 
came as a Shepheard to gather them home into his F athers 
fold,but they would not be gathercd by him;he came asa ful 
and living fountain to fil them,but they would neither draw 
nor drink of the wels of ſalvation which he opened to them; 
they received him not by knowledge as their counſcllour to 
inſtru& them, by faith as their garment of righteouſnefle to 
:loath and cover them, as their rock to _ them ; by 
love as their Bridegroome to marry their ſouls unto him, 
fear as their Prince to ſubje their ſelves unto him, Chri 
bleſſed, free and gracious tender of eternal happinefle is very 
[lenderly eſteemed, very ungratefully retuled by many per 
ſons:ordinarily nothing is more unwelcome then that which 
moſt concerns mans ſavation. b O Jeru/alem, Jeruſalem, tha 
that killeſt the Prophets, and ſtoneſt them that are [ent unto ther, Hm 
often, ſaith Chriſt, would I bave gathered thee together, even a 4 
bex gatbers ber chickens under ber wings, and ye wonld not ? Chil, 
like a Hen to her chickens, ſhewed his love to them, his care 
for them,his willingneſſe to gather chem home unto himſelf 
his readineſſe to hide and protet them nnder the wings of 
his power, his grace and tulnefſe, from the Devill and other 
\n{truments of cruelty, which like Kites in the aire,ſought to 
make a prey of them ; but they would not, they wonld not 
come unto him, they would not beleeve in him, they would 
not embrace and receive him. The ſouls of men are great ene 
mies to their own happines,very prophainly refuſing Chrifts 
choiceſt mercies, highly valuing che cmptineſle of the world, 


| balely prizing Chrilts fulneſſe : ſo that as ſometime Diogenes 
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Mans ſlender eiteem of Chriſt. 


F 22 


taxed the folly of the men of his time,quad res pretio/as minims 
mmerent, venderentque vilifimas plurimo ;, ſtatuam tribus nammien 
milkbus emunt, OM farine CER Xx dusbus grew veniret ; becaulc 
they would buy precious _ cheap,and ſell baſe things at 
zdeare rate ; becauſe they valued a ſtatue at three thouſand 

ieces, and ſold a meaſure of corn for two farthings,though 
the life of man had no need of a ſtatue, but could not live 
' without corne : Thus may we jultly tax the folly of men for 


| and:rvaluing Chrilt, the moſt ious of all things ; for o- 
vervaluing the world, which is w dung i and dreſſe in compa- 
riſon of Chritt ; ſelling their liberty, peace, quiet, even their 
very ſouls for the world;unwilling to depart with any thing 
for the enjoyment of Chriit, when yer the world is but even 
a dumb (tatue, a dead idol which can doe little or nothing 
for them, and Chriſt is the true Munna, the * bread of life come 
down fr6 heaven,egiving life to all that beleevingly come un- 
to him;without whom men have no life of God within ths; 
| for ! be that bath the jon bath life, be that dath not the [ox batb nat life. 
| And whence is it that men are ſo backward to come to 
| Chriſt, to entertain Chriſt, to receive of Chrilts fulneſle, ro 
'® cat of his bread, & drink of his wine which he hath ming- 
led,to partake of all the good things which God the Father 
hath given him to communicate and beſtow upon the ſouls 
of men;but firſt,from their ignorance of Chriſt; the * world 
doth not know Chriſt. As the blind man doth not know the 
Sun,though it ſhine upon himzno more doth the carnall and 
worldly man know Chriſt,though he ſhine upon him in the 
Goſpel: for the light * ſhineto injtbe darkneſſe,and the darknes com- 
prebedeth it nor:ſuch is mans ignorice,that as the light ſhining 
in Goſhen, did not pierce the darknelle » where the Egyprians 
fate ; no more doth the light of the Goſpell penetrate their 
ſouls,but they fit in darknes and the ſhadow of death ; at the 
1noon day of the Goſpel they are in the midnighe of igno- 
rice:to ſuch ourSaviour ſaith, ye neitber * know me nor my fatber; 
they know not the beauties of Chriſt, they ſee no comlines in 
him for web they ſhould delire him;he is no more to the then 
another beloved: they know not the power of Chriſt in ſoft- 
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ning their hearts,as the ground knows the power of the dew 
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x Gen. 21, 


s Rom.6.6- | death, that their + old mad is crucified with bim, that the body 


in quickning their ſoules, as Lazarss knew the power of 
Chriſt in railing his body; in reſtoring them to {picituall 
liberty, as Peter knew the power of the Angel in imicing off 
the ferters, in ſetting him free from Herods priſon : 

knew not the death of Chriſt, as the members know the 
death of the head, and the branches the death of the root, in 
whichering and dying wich it ; they doe not ſo know his 


of fin is defreyed, and they no more ſerve fin : They know 
not the reſurreFion of Chriſt, comming forth of the grave 
of their finne, as the dead ine v the refurreion of Chriſt, 
their bodies comming, out of the grave wi* him:They know 
not the gracious preſence and inhabication of Chriſt in theic 
ſoules, as Gbed-Edom knew the preſence and dwelling of the 
Arke in his houſe, cauſing all that be bad to * prefper, making 
their ſoules flouriſh in all ſaving graces : They know not 
the love of Chriſt, as the Bride in the Bride- chamber knowes 
the love of the Bridegroom, as the guelts in the Banqueting 
houſe know the love of the Maſter of the Feaft, as David 
knew the love of Jonathan 3 Chiitt is not like Jonathan to Pe 


ſenſe and feeling wonderfull, faſing tbe love of women; they 
know not Chrilt in his Goſpel], as a friend in his letters, as 
a King in his Embaſsadours of peace; as a Mulician in his 
muſicall inſtruments, making a joytull ſound in their ears ; 
as the lame » man knew the Argel in Betbeſda healing their 
diſeaſis : They know not Chrilts fulneſs: as the ſecing eye 
knowes the fulneſse of light in the Sun, as the thirſty palate 
knowes the ſulneſse of water in the Fountaine ; and becauſe 
they doe not know him, they regard not to come unto him. 
Ignorance is a zreat impediment of comming to Chriſt Je 
ſus, Hoger * came not unto the Well, unti!] her ezesw-re open 
ed to fee the Well : No man embraceth Chriſt, untill his un- 
derſtandirg is «nlightned co ſee and diicerne Chriſt aright. 
Men through Ignorance have very diſhonourable opinions 
of Chriſt, remaine great ſtrangers to Chrilt,and are very in- 


vid, very * pleaſant unto their ſoules 3 his Jove is not to their | 


jurious apain't Chriſt, 
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LUnſeniibleneise of the want of Chriſt : It was a law of 
Flats 
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. Grands of not coming to Chriſt. | 33 | 


Plato that no man ſhould draw water out of his neighbours 

Well, untill he had digged to the Potters-earth in his owne 

court : It is a Jaw in nature, Man never cometh uuto Chriſt, 

never endevors to partake of his fulneſſe,until he hath tried, 

and knows bis owne emptines, untill he diſcernes his want 

Chriſt. The 1Gibeonites ſent not to Joſue until they ſaw them» | » Joh. 10.6. 

ſelves belieged by the Ameritiſh Princes, The Elders of Gilead | 

hated Jeptba, and expelled him out of their Fathers houſe, | lugs 11: 

| came no more unto him until they were in diftre{c, ſaw their | 

{want of him, plainly perceiving that none elſe could helpe | 

[them. Mans opinion of his own fulnes makes him under- | 

{value the fulnes of Chriſt. Chriſt is never pretious in the 

eyes of man untill man feel his want of him : As man is more | | 

or lefſe ſeniible of his want of Chriſt, fo he is more or leſle | 

'induſtrious in approaching unto Chriſt. The* full Romack ' x Prov. 27:7. | 

regards not the beny combe:The full ſoule * loatheth Chrift,who | « 1991.9 47+ | 

is ſweeter then the hony or the hony combe. Chrilt is ever Revel 0b 

molt precious with the foule that knowes ics owne emp- PO 

tineſle, | 

| Unwillingneſſeto be at the colt of comming to Chrilt : mn 0 

| though Chriſt proffer himſelfe freely, yet man mult be at worilimgne| 
| 


| fome coſt, or he cannot come to Chrilt, he cannot enjoy 

' Chriſt. b Jacob cannot come to Bethe! nnlefle he put away bis | þ Gen. 35.2, 

| Iols, Moles cannot come nigh the burning Baſh, unleſſe he | Exod. 3.5. 

| put off bis (booes from bis feet. Man cannot come nigh unto God 

and Chriſt, unlefſe he purge bis beart, and cleanje bis bands. The | tames 4.8. | 
| 


_— 


{Merchant in the Parable jold< af that he had to bay the pres | c Mar. 13-44: 
'cious Pearle, to make that his owne . Man that will come 
'to Chriſt, and make Chri(t his, muſt (ell all that is his own: : 
' Man muſt firſt come out of himſelte, before he can come to 
| Chriſt. 1f4 any man (faith Chriſt) will come .fter m-,let bim de- | 4 Luke 9. 23. 
ty bim\elfe and take up bis crofſe daily and follow me : He that will 
come to Chriſt, muſt deny his owne wiſdome, and be as a ' 
* foole in his owne apprehenſion ; he mult deny his owne | e 1 Cor. 3.rg. 
fulneſſz, and bs as an empty houſe in his own ſence and feel- | Rew-7.18. 
ing ; he muſt deny his owne righteoulnelr, and be as a na- 
| ked man in his owne underitathding ; he muſt deny his own 
reputation in the eyes of ____ be conteuted to have his | 
n ne 
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| 236 | Grounds of not coming to Chriſt. 


f Lnke 6. 22. | name * caſt out as abominable, and to be accounted m-r- vil:,as 
z Sam 6.22 | David for dancing before the Arke he malt be wil'ing to 

| be inthe world as nothins, who will have Chrift and his 

| 

| 


fulneſſe to be all in afl unto him : Men are loth tobe at this 
colt, and therefore come not to Chriſt, The yo11ng man that 
came to Chriſt, hearing he mutt fel] all, and toilow him, 
' £ Mat 19.2T+ | © went away (orrew ll i He that carries the love of the world 
in his heart,will faint by the way,and never come to Chriſt. 
| The over-valuing of the world, makes the doftrine of the 
| Goſpell a forrowtall doftrine, and mans endeavour to come 
to Chriſt, unfruicfull. Many Þ among the chiefe Kulers beleeved 
on Chriſt, made ſome ſteps towards him, but hecaule of the Pha- 
riſres they did not confefſe bim;, they came not boldly, freely, 
and fully home to Chri't, leſt they! ſhould b » put out r Syn 
rogue. He that cannot eiteeme all as nothing for Chriſt, as 
dung and drofle in compariſon of Chritt, will never really 
| and in deed come to Chriit : He is bur like a man that cheaps 
and bayes not, becauſe he will not give the price. 
| . Subjeftion under the creature : They are under the pow- 
' Sub, b [4 erand command of the creature; this is faiined on them as 
under the Bird-lime on the wings of the Bird, that they cannot mount 
| Creatures | up to Chriſt ; they are intangled in this, as the feet in ſnares 
| and fetters, that they cannot move nor come to Chriſt. As 
Phar avb ſaid of the children of Iracl, Theyiareintangled in the 
Land, the Wildernefſe hath ut them in; ſo may we ſay of 
| many men, They are intangled in the creature, the world 
hath ſhut them in, ſo ſhut them up, that they cannot come 
to Chriſt ; ic hath ſo ſhur up their underſtanding, that they 
| cannot diſcerne Chriſt ; their wils,that they cannot imbrace 
Chriſt ; their imaginations, that they cannot meditate 
on Chrift ; and<hcir atte&ions,that they cannot feare,trult, 
vIofusro. | love, nor rejoyce in Chrilt. As the * five Kings were bid in a 
cave, and Joſua rowled great ftones upon the mouth of the 
| cave, and ſer men by it to keepe them, that they might not 


| b lohn 12.43. 
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+ 
| kEzo-14.3. 


come forth : ſo worldly men are ſhut up in the cave of the 
world, and hardneſle of heart, like a great ſtone, is rowled 
upon them, honours, riches, pleaſures, like ſo many keep- 
| er5, doe fo beſet them, that they cannot come forth z they 

; are 


ms 
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| are beld and keys ann mm 4 1 ie vat u'dr his | 
Maſter, as an adultere@® aader the harloc, as Jſaccr © wide; 


;no water of grace; an empty F ine, whereon growes no 
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his burthens ; the worlds imployments keepe when winder «5 | 
Pharaohs © T aske-maſters the Iſraclites : Thete, li«e 1 cluaby | 57g CO 
have off their locks, and make them weak, that, like vanq- | > ©: 
ſon, they cannot go torth, they cannot come to Chit : This uo 
with-held the Gueſts in the Parable from comming to the | 1.k 6 14. 
marriage feaſt of the Kings ſon : this made the Pharices de- | Maru.s 3o2 2, 
ipileChriits dudrine : this fruſtrates all holy inſtruftion and | 
graicous perſwalton, as thethornes make the ſuwing of the 
lecd untruictull : this extinguiſhech che love of Chrilt, as 4} 
ſtrange lover in the boſome of the wife, puts out the love (he 
| ſhould have to her husband. The ſoule which is not divor- 
iced trom the world, cannot marry Chriſt. Chriſt is never 
; precious in mans apprehenſcon, as long as the world ſeemes | 
| glorious to him. Cut Criſt ws incipit dulceſcere, neceſſe eſt ama* | Bernard. 
| re'cere mundum, (aich Bernard : as we begin to reliſh ſweetneſle 
in Chrilt, ſo che world begins to be bitter to us; the*more 
[weetneſle we taſte in the one, the more bittern:{ſe we caſte 
ia the other : It the world be as a pleaſant feali, Chriſt is 
but as an empty diſh. And theſe are maine grounds of mans 
negleting Chriſt, ſtanding aloofe off from Chriſt, and refu- 
mga come treely and fully home to Chriſt. 

id this is a very _ Golly of man : For what is man ' polly ofnor 
not comming unto Chriſt,not partaking of Chriſt in whom comming ©o 


is all ſulneſſe, but an empty man, a broken ciTerne, wherein is Guilt iLlu- 


good fruit, no ſweet Grape 3 2. A de-d man in whom is na 2. 


life of God, a withered branch ſeparate from the Vine? As 
' Lazarws remained dead in the 4 grave till Chriit came and 4 lohn 11.44. 
' raiſed him ; fo doth gran in the grave of ftinne, untill Chrilt 


| cometh co him, and he to Chrilit ; for be that bath not the Son, | Tohn 5.12. 
bath not life 3 3. A * barren man,as a woman that abides wirh- 


3 
out a husband; all our fruit is it as an illegitimate birth, » Heb. 6.7,8. 


ontill we are marricd unto Chriit ; it we come nut to Chriilt 

45 to a husband-man to manure us, a+ to a cloud ro water 
115, we are bur as a barren heath : 4- A Hind man: as he that 4 
| comes not unto the Sun, fits in d:rkneiſe z to he that comes 
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; Matti, 37+ 


wilz:zo 4. 


x Rev.3.17. 


9. 
1 Pla. 42-2. 


| <Gen.8 


| « Mat. TF.26. 


] 


Ep. 3-1 4+ 


prong 


AC 


not to Chrilt, hath no good edge : for n oman * knewes 
theeFather but the Son, and be to Son will reveale bim, 
Without the knowledge of God hriſt Jeſos mans grea- 
welt knowledge is but ignorance 3 5. A-bond-man, as Peter" 
cill the Angel came and (mote off his tetters. Spiricuall fee. 
Jane coms to Gods chel.lren onely * by Chriſt; none brings” 
the foule a diſcharge from ſatans bondage, belides the Lord 
lelusz 6. Alicx man, an uncleane and a loathſome man : 
Naaman continued Teprous untill he came to Fordan ; the wor : 
man diieated of the bloody iſlue had her flux of blood run. 
ning on her untill the came to Chriit : None but Chriſt Je-| 
aus purgeth the leprotie of fin, and the flux of ungodlineſle | 
trom the ſoule of man 3 it we come not to him, we continue | 
ancleane 3-7. A poore man, not one dram of (pirituall riches | 
in his ſoule, not one rag of rightcouſnefle to cover him. The | 
* Aſſyrian Iced away the Egyptians naked and barefoot 5 without * 
Chriſt the Prinee of darkneſle leads man'captive,* joore, blind, | 
nakeds mi erable and wretched 3 $. A baſe man, a diſhonourable 
man 3 bale for his birth, being of the Devill ; baſe for his 
condition, the (lave and ſervant of a thouſand luits and va- 
n'ties ; baſe for his quality, groveling like a Swine upon the 
carth, dclighting himſclt in nothing, but, like a baſe worm, 
in the (lime and mud of the world ; bate in the whole way 
and work he undertakes, having baſe thoughts, baſe purpo- | 
cs, and baſe intendments. Very great is mans baſe 
« ithout the Lord Jeſus, who is the onely ccowne and glory 
uf man 3 9. A perplexed man, a ſtranger to all ſpiricuall and 
heavenly peace : The ſoule. wichout Chritt is like a 7 bated 
Heart without the water brooks. The Dove found no reſt for | 
the ſole of her foor, untill (he retarned to the * Ark : the | 
ſoule never meets wich true reſt untill it come to Chriſt ;bur, | 
As the Diſciples in the Ship were tſſ.d with the ftorme, and | 
had no * reſt untill they came to Chriit, cried ro Chritt, and | 
Chriſt awakened, and rebuked the winds and waves, and | 
ads the Seas calme ; thus the ſoules of men are as a tolled | 
ſea, untill Chriſt ſpeaks pexce unto them : he is the Prince of | 
b Peace, and peace is a priviledge belonging to the Subjefts of | 
his Kingdome, and he is ſtiled © «ur peare 3 by way of Decla- 


ration 
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| Manemiſery without Chriſt: 
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| ration he reveales it, byway of merit he hath purchaſed it, 
' by way of communication he miniſters it, by way of preſer- 
' vation he maintaines and perfedts it. The nearer man comes 
; to Chriſt, the more he enjoyes of Chriſt, the ſweeter and 
| tronger is his peace : the more man is eſtranged from Chriſt 
the further he is from true peace 3 ro. A diſcontend man, a 
man vnlatisfied: all fulneſfe is1n Chriſt,the world cannor fill 
the ſoule that is not filled with Chriſt ; the foule thar feeds 
not on Chriſt, but on the world, like Pharaohs 4 leane Kine 
that fed wpen the fat, cat them all up, and yer were ſtill lean 
and ilfavoured : © this, after long feeding upon all the 
fat of the world, yet as hungry and greedy as ever ; the more 
he eats, the more he hnngers, he is ever diſcontented, no- 
| thing long pleaſeth him, noching fully anſwers him : the 
| eye that doth nor ſee Chriſt, is never © |atisfied with ſeeing ; the 
| eare that doth not heare Chriſt, is never ſerie with bearing : 
' the palate which doth nor reliſh Chriſt, is never ſatisfied 
with taſting ; nothing is ſweet and full without Chri#, as 
Auguſtine ſometime having read Cicers*s works, commended 


them for their eloquenee,bur paſſed this ſentence upon them, 
| Dulces non ſunt, quis nomen Jelts non eſt in illis, they are not | 
| ſweet, becauſe the name of Jeſus is not in them. Withour 

Chriſt the bed is a bed of thornes, the bread is full of gravell 
the cup is full of gall ; nothing filleth, nothing Carisficth, | 
but evergvexeth, diſpleaſeth, legveth a ſting behind it, and | 


give, and never can have enough. And here is the miſery of 
man without Chriſt, the folly of man'that will nor come to | 


without his Fathers houſe ; without whom he muſt abide | 


thrals, like him that lay robd and halfe between Ferichs 
and Jeru/alem, before the Samarizans came and cured him ; 
without whom he muſt continue belieged, aſlaulted, vexed 


been with the Amoritiſh Princes before Joſbus came and re- | 
moved them ; without whom they muſt needs periſh, as 
the old world that came —_— It is mans grea- 

3 - teſt 


———— 


the heart, like the Horſe-leec ter, ever cryes, # Give | f Prov. 30.15 


Chrift, without whom he muſt ſtarve, £ as the Prodigall | £ Luk.re, 
rob'd of all his ſpiricuats,and wounded, and balfe dra in his na- | þ Luk.10; 


with temptations , feares, troubles, diſtrations, as i Gi= | ; Joſ.r0.6. 
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How Chriſt s to be valued. 


tx Saw 18.4 


| Ruth 4.15, 


mLuke 14.16 


Tt folly and .nadneſle to citrange himlelte from Chcilt 
clus, 


Cunare, VIL 


Shewing how Chriſt « to be valued and efteemed a- 
bove all, 


S all divine and heavenly' fulneſſe in Chriſt ? then let us 
value & eſteemChriſt above all : things are ulually valued 
and prized according to their fulneile;the Sun for his tulnes 
of light, is prized above all other lights, the Apple- tree for 
his tulneſle of fruit above all the trees of the \ ood ; the 
Pearle for his fulnefle of precious ſubſtance is valucd above 
all other mettall. The fulneſle of Chriit is the moſt eminenc 
tranſcendent and ſuperlative tulnefſe, a fulnefle furpdlin 
the fulneſle of all Men and oo theretore we thou! 
rize above all others, as the King above the Subjefts, the 
alter zbove theServants,as theSun above the candles,as the 
Fountaine above the bottle, As the people eltecmed David 
above themſelves, ſaying, Tt art * worth tex thouſand of us : 
ſo ſhould we eſteem Chriſt worth all the ten thouſands of 
the carth, whether riches, honours, pleaſures,or whatſoever 
elſe. As the women ſaid of Kutb to Naomi, | t loved 
her, and was hetter to ber 7 ſeven jons ; 10 ſh Chriſt, 


who loveth us, be better tous then ſeven ſonnes, of more 
eſteem with us then all ſons and daughters, then all fathers 
and mothers, then all wives and husbands, then all friends 
and acquaintance, then all che deareſt and choycelt pofſeſli- 
uns z unlctle we thus value him, we cannot be his Diſciples, 
we diſcerne him mot aright, we Jearne him not as the truth 
is in him, ® If any man come to me ((aich Chit) and bate not bis 
fatoer and moibergand wife and cvildren, and bretbren «nd fitters, yea 
«nd bis owne life aljo, be cannot be my Di cigle» He that doth not 
elicem me above all friends, above all pu(-fliovns, above 
himſelte and his very lite, he cannot be my Diiciple, be can- 
not learnc my will, he can have no cummunivn with me, 


no 
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How Chriſt is to be valued. 


no interelt in me. Gods people have * valued him above th:i: 
profit, above their friends, above their ea(e, their credit and 
their lives. Matthew left the receipt of cuſtome, James and 
Jon their Ship, their Nets, theic Father,and followed him; 
and many for his ſake loved not their lives unto the death. 
Nothing (ſhould bs {o deare and precious to us as the Lord | 
Teſus : Him let us value in our knowledge, above all Act and | 
Learning» As the light of the Sun is ſweet unto the eye, and 
the eye elteems ic above all other light ; ſo ler rhg light of 
Chcilt, che knowledge of Chriſt, be moſt pleaſant, and of 
choyceſt elteem- with us; him let us * ſtudy and learne as 
the truth by wiom we nm1t be guicled, as the way in which 
we mu't walke, ant as the lite by whom we malt live. In 
Chriſt are biden all the treaſures of wiſdom. Among wile men 
he is the choyceſt that knowes moſt of Chriſt Fejws, There is 
no fulneſle, no divine excellency in that mans knowledge, 
that knowes not Chriſt. 

Secondly, Him lec us prize above all in our choyce, him 
let us ſelet and take one unto our (elves among all the crea» 
tures. As a woman among many men ſelefts and lingles our 
one £2 be her husband, on whom ſhe ſets her love. ro whom 
ſhe intends to give her (-!fe, whom ſhe purpoſes to make the 
gaide of her youth, and the ſtay of her old age, with whom 
ſhe intends perpetuall conloreſhip : thus mult we in our 
choyce aſſume unto our ſelves Chriſt, as the husband of our 
ſoules, as the guide of onr youth, as the ſtaffe of our age, as 
the moſt ſweet and everlaſting companion of our foules.Pha- 
ra9b finding Þ that ſuch wiledom?,and the Spirit of God was not 
ſo in any man as in o'epb, choſe him out among all the reh- 
due, and fer him over all his Land : Man diſcerning that 
wiledome and the Spirit of God are neither in Man nor An- 
gell as they are in Chriſt, muſt chuſe Chriſt, and fer Chriſt 
over all, as a King to command,as a Counſellour to guide, 
as a Friend to comfort,as a Pearle to enrich. Ic is mans wit 
dome to take Chriſt whatſoever he loſe; he that chuſeth 
Chriſt, ſhall never have cauſe to repent his choyce, With 
Mary 4 then let us chuſe Chriſt as being the beſtpart, Third- 
ly, Him let us prize in our love, as the wife prizeth the hul- 
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band in her love above other perſons ; the rich man his jew- 
el1 above other ſubſtance : let us love hum as * Jonatban loy. 
ed David, wich a love ſurpaſſing the love of women 3 as 74. 
cob loved Rachel, with love making us cheertull in ſerving, pa, 
cient in ſuffering for him : he alone is the friend of Chic 


eſus, that loves him above himſelfe & all creatures-Fourth. 
y, Him let us prefer in our truſt, as the Builder doth the! 
rocke above all other foundations, as the chickens doe the | 
wings ofthe Hen above all other places of refuge 3 {to kim 
let us addrefle our ſclues, as <hey who were in diſtreſſe, in| 
debt, in diſcontent, did ſometimes addrefſe themſelves to Du- | 
vid : Him let us make our Captain to fight for us,cur Shep. | 
heard to defend us, our Rocke to ſupport us, our Shield to 
cover us : let us wait on him * ſolely, and on no other ; on 
him letus tryft full;, with all our heart, with all our foule; 
let us reſt on whole Chriſt, on his power to ſuſtaine us, on 
his wiſdome to guide us, on his merit to juſtifie and procure 
all good things ” us,0n his mercy to torgive us,on his love 
to ſulace us,on his fulnefſe to ſatishe us : on him let us truſt 
conſtantly in our proſperity, as being the ſtrength of all our 
fulneſſe; in our adveriity, as being al-ſuffcient in the ab- 
ſence of all helpers : On him let us ſtay woen we are in darkneſſe 
» ard bave no light, in fickneſſe and have no health, in heavi- 
neſſe and have no joy, in deſertion and have no friend, in 
want and have no ſupply. Mans firme dependance upon 
Chriſt in all conditions, in all changes, argues the truth and 
ſtrength of mans confidence. 'Fiftly, him let us prefer in our 
feare above all Commanders, as the Subject his Soverai 
above all Beggars, as the Servant his Maſter above his El. 
low-ſervants. As his authority is higheſt tro command, his 
power greateſt to protet, and his goodnefle fulleſt to re- 
compence z ſo let him have prcheminence in our obedience 
and ſervice. As the » Sun, Moon and eleven Stars in Joſephs 
viſion, did obey[ance unto him ; ſo let all the faculties of our 
ſoules, all the members of our bodies, all our temporall,na- 


curall, morall and ſpiritual abilities doe obeylance unto 


bis 


L—_— 
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Chriſt, be made ſubjeRt and ſerviceable unto him, Sixtly, | 
Him ler us prefer in our joy ; as David preferred Jeruſalem above | 
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| How Chriſt ia to be valued. 


birthieſef 19 it and the welfare therof the t 
& flower of his joy;(o let us make Chriſt our chiefeit joy,the 
head&ecrown of our joy;in him let us rejoice,as the wiſe men 
in the Scar which guided chem, as old Facob in the Waggons 
which carried him to Egypr,where was tulnes of bread in the 
famin;as thelſraclics in theAr whoſe preſence they pro- 
miſed"themſelves vitory over the Pbiliſtin; : in him let us ri- 
joyce,as the Traveler in theSun which guides him,avthe lick 
in che Phyſitian which heals him,as the captive inthe ran(o- 
mer which frees him,as the poor in the rich which feeds and 
cloathes him. As Chriſt is the originall and ſpring of all 
our comforts z ſo let him be the ſapreame objet of all ou 

rejoyciags : all joy beſides this is but (adneſſe. Bernard ſaith, 
! That is erue and high joy, which is not conceived of the 
creature, but of the Creator ; which when thou ſhalc reccive, 
no man ſhall cake ic from thee ; whereunto compared, all 
other joy is ſorrow, all ſweerneſle grigfe, all chat is (wee is 
bicter, every comely thing is filthy, and laſtly, whatſoever 
may t is troubleſome : all joy in compariion of Joy in 
Chriſt, is bur a cloud to this Sun, a midnight to this morn- 
ing, a Bramble to this Vine, Gall and Vinegar to this pre- 
cious Neftar : Therefore in all things value Chriſt, and give 
him inence above all others according to his fulneſle. 
Let notthe plainneſſe of his do&rine, the meanneſle of his 
the ſimplicity and want of externnall poop in 
his Religion and ſervice, nor the poverty of _ ot his fol- 

lowers, cauſe us toundervalue and (light Chrilt, as it was 
ſometime diſputed among the Romans in their Counſell, 
uling co deifie great men, Whether Chriſt having done many 

wonderfull works, ſhould be received into the number ot. 
gods . The Hiſtorian faich, * Ie was at laſt concluded, thar 

he ſhould not be received among the gods, becauſe he had no 
| worſhippers, and becauſe he preached poverty which the 

| world de(piſeth. How many ſtumble and rake offence at 

| Chriſt, Night and undervalue Chriſt, for the ſmall number 

| and low ettate of his tollow rr5,and for that humilicy,meck- 

neſſe, ſpirituall poverty which the Goſpel! teacheth ! Butler 

not us uadervalue Chiiſt for this, bur gather adn the ful- 
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Chrift knowledge bighly 10 be prized. 
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; raine. Chriſfts love is life 


neffe of Chriſt, in putting ſuch power into the plain preach» 
'ng of his Word, und fach e into the labours of his 
deſpiſed meſſengers, as thereby to convince and covert the 
hearts, and raiſe the ſoales of men ; and by weak thin 
poore things, and things which are not, to confound r 
things that are : The weaknefſe of the inſtrument commends 
the power of the ſupreame agent ; the more wwe look upon 
the emptineſſe of & inſtruments which Chriſt uſeth, the! 
more cauſs we ſhall have to admire the fulnefſe which he 
communicateth, 

Four things there are among many, in Chri?, which we 
ſhould very highly prize: Firſt, the knowledge of Chriſt: 
The wiſdome of Solomon was ſo great, that the Queen of the 
South accounted his men happy that they might daily ſtand 
before him to heare his wiſdome : As Chriſt 1s greater then 
Solomon, ſo is their happineſſe greater that may ſtand before 
him and he-are his nb ay It is Chriſt that puts a fulneſle 
into our knowledge, as the ſhining of the Sun in the ayre, | 
puts a fulneſle of light into the eye ; therefore Paul made 
Cbrift crucified the center and circumference of his knowledge 
determining to know 7 nothing among then, but Chriſt cr«- 
cified : this he made the * bredth and lengib, depth and beight of 
his knowledge : this was the full laticude of his knowledge, 
to know Chriſt ; and this is * excellent knowledge, for the in- 
ſtrument, author, matter, ſubje&, fruits and cffeRts of it ; } 
Saving knowledge, John 17. 3. 

Secondly, we ſhould highly prize the love of Chriſt Jeſus, 
it is better then Þ Jine 3; nothing ſo ſolaceth, reviveth and che- 
riſheth the ſoule, nothing is ſweet, nothing is ſatisfafto 
without it, It could not < cor:tent Abſolon that he was re 
led from his exilement, and had his dwelling at Feru/«lem, 
unleſſe he might alſo ſee the Kings face : The preſence of all 
things is as not unleſſe man ſee the Kings face, feel the 
love of Chriſt : s the life of a good mans life, as Solomon 
faith of the light of the Kings 4 countenance, In the light «! 
the Kings courgenatice is life, aud bis favour is as a cloud of the latter 
quickning, a cloud waterinz and 
refreſhing the ſoules of all that enjoy him: 

There-| 


_ Chriſts communion highly to be prized. | 43 | 
Therefore elteem the love of Chrilt above the love of the, | 
_ as men eſteem the love of the King above the love | 

Thirdly, we ſhould highly value the communion and mi- 3. 
niſtration of Chriſt : The Sunne filleth the ayre with light, | The commu- 
the head filleth the body wich ſence and motion, the School | nicarton and 
fllech the brgine with Art and Learning, the golden Mine —_— 
fillech the ſtore-houſe with treaſure,the tealt filleth the hun- | © x | 
ry with meat, and the clouds fill the earth with fruit ; and 
all theſe are eſteemed for their miniltration and filling : But 
Chriſt hath a more excellent adminiftration, he filleth with 
better light then the Sun,wich b-trer Art and Learning then 
the Schoole, with better ſence and motion then the head, 
with betcer meat then the feaſt, with better fruit then the 
cloud : He fileth the bungry with © good things, wich ſpicituall | e Luke 1.53. 
and heavenly goog things, ſaving knowledge, lively faich, | 
| fervent love, chriſtian patience, tru humility and mceknes, * 
even with the whole treaſury of all (piricuall good things, 
even ſuch good things as f carnall eye hath xs ſecae, uncic- | fr Cor. 2.9. | 
| cumciled eare hath aot beard, nor have entre4 iuto the unce-/ | 
| generate heart of man : theſe doth Chciſt reveale and com-! | 
| municate by his Spicic, and in this miniſtration ſtands che | 
 happineſſe, glory, and comfort of man ; Chriſt becoming | 
their fulneſſc,and x S8ing af in al',by being the fulnes of their ' 7 Epheſ.r.23. 
| knowledge, of their fairh, of their love, of their peace, of | 
their padſellion without whom all know faith, lavxe, | 
and whatſoever elſe, is but an empty thing. Give then pre. | 
heminence to Chrilis mini/ltration, above the miniſtration 
of the creature ; as to the miniltration of corne above chatte, | 
| of gold above deviſe. Oh prize the gi.t of Chrilt abgve al 
! the gifts of the world. 
| Fourthly, we ſhould highly prize the bleſſed, ſweer and W-—I 
| gracious preſence of Chriit ; as a good KyjeR doth eheprep = __ 

©. 'P4 = 


fence of 


Cluiſt. 


| 


' 


ence of his King in his houſe, above all other fiiendss as 

| wife the preſence of her husband above all other. ncighbout q. 

| We maſt not {vo elteeme the preience of riches, honour 

| fricads, or any other eudowments, as we duc che preſen 

| of Chick. This Qhciit hath prone; :/ to his childcen, as thetr | 
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' Chriftepreſexce bighly to be valued. | 


| prize and prefer Chriſt 


Raffe and ſtay, crowne and glory Yoo prerogariet 6 andcomfort 
b Lo (faith he) Tam with you to the the world ; ar 7m 
a Ki his people, as a Father among his child 
as a Shepheard with his flocke , as + Teacher among his 
Schollers. This was ſhadowed by the fiery-Pillar that was 
preſent with Iſrael as a guide, which they followed in their 
everall campings, as a defence berwren the Camps of Iſrael 
and the Eeyptians : ſo is Chriſt preſent with ts as a guide 
to direft us in ourJournies, as a Protetor eo defend us from 
all our enemies. The Pillar was a cloud by day, and a fire 
by night to I{rae! : ſo is Chriſt a cooling refreſhment to his 
children in the ſcorching day of trouble, and a comfortable 
Lawpe of light to dire& them! in the night of this world. In 
che fire and in the cloud God was ſeen by Ifrael : in Chriſt 
God is ſeen and knowne as a Father of mercies by tvs chil- 
dren 3 and this prefence of Chriſt with us ſhould we 
—_ as the Traveller doth the preſence of the Sun : 
ageth , Go bekighd, m——_— - ESE -1 
ſhould ok | riz An us value, 
Cheri ator kng eo his falneſe, that Choi 
may value ns as Scholers of his Schoole, as Subjefts of his 
Kingdome, as Lovers of his Truth, as Members of his Body, 
and daily more and more fill us with his divine and heaven» 


ly 


Cnae. VIII, 
| Perſmading to come unto, and get intereſt in Chriſt. 


ED Send heavenly fulnefſe is in Chriſt, fo it 
yy move,move and perſwade all men to come to 

get intereſt in Chriſt, ro ſeek for all falnefſe in 
him hn. Aa Er wen co tht We, nn hor gougy 
Bottle ; fo let us come to Chriſt the true and 
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Perſwaſions to — 


Fulneſſe 1s the common defire of all perſons ; the ambirions 
defires fulnefſe of honours, the covetol fulnefſe of riches, 


and can never bave i enough of this fulneſse, M 

ſhould Chriftians defire the fulneſde of Chriſt,the onely true 
and defirable falnefie. As Davids Worthies in the of 
Devids thirſt, brake through the Philiſtian Army and 
water out of the Well at Bethel; ſo let us in the day of our 


all es, all arnges of trouble and ion raiſed 
againſt us and come to Chriſt, the Well, whence come the 
waters of ſalvation. To this Chriſt himſelfe invites us 
& Come wnto mr? 3 Come unto me as the fick unto the 
to heale you of all your finfull maladies : Come unto me as 
_ oro to — San, to —_— with all divine and hea- 
y , © you in all your goings : Come unto 
me as the thirſty to the living fountaine, to ſupply all 
your wants, to fill all your defires : Come unto me as the 
Sheepe to the Shepheard, to lead you beſide the ſtill waters, 
and to feed you in the Paſtures : Come unto me as the 
Chicken ro theHen,to you under thewirigs of my pro- 
teftion : Come unto me as thepoore unto the rich, as the 
| Buyer unto the Merchants ſhop, and buy of me, * not for 
rice, but by prayer, ! gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt 
rich ; and white rayment, that thou mayeſt be cloathed ; 
and eye=/atve, that thou mayeſt ſee. And thas runs the 


ye ends of the earth : tO me — __ 
beleeving in me and my promiſes ; wi eyes y 
forrow, mourning for your finnes and offences ; whey 


ſaved from finne, that it ſway not over you ; ſaved from Sa- 

tan, that he rule not within you ; ſaved from afflition,that 

it ſhall not ſwallow you ; and ſaved from the Law, that it 

| ſhall not condemne you. Chriſt miniſters all ſalvation to 

OM 165008 YI! this is the 7 
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the volaptuous fulneſse of pleaſures : rhey are very freedy, | 
more 


thirſt after Chriſt, in the rime of our want, break through | 


ofthe Lord by the Prophet, » Loo uno me, en be e [eve #1 
eun 


i 1-56.10, 


4 Mar.11.28* F 


NVou precia 
ſed preee. 
,Revel. Jo? 8. 


m16.45-23. 


46 | 


_ — 


" Perſwaſion to came to Chriſt | 
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| Can.2.10, 


| 
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. 0 Pſal* 45-10, 


p Gen. 12.1. 


Three things 
perſwadiug ro 
come toChrift 


' and came forth yo ; from communion and fel- 
| lowſhip with corrupt an 


and fruit of Chriſts ing by his Word and Spirit the ; 
ſoules of men : My » beloved (laith the Spoulc) poke wnts me, | 
outwardly by his Word and Miniſters, and inwardly by his 
Spirit, ye apap Long up aire out, and come away : Rile up* 
| is. cp of finne, as ſometime the dead roſe up from! 
the grave z from the diſeaſe of linne, ignorance, unbeleefe, 
impenitency, as the ficke ariſe from thelr diſcale, and return 
to health ; from the leep and lumber, reign and rule of fin, 
as Peter aroſe ftom his leep, his fetters, che two Souldiers, 


carnal men, as Lazaras roſe out 
of his grave from the fellowl{hip of the dead : Riſe up and' 
come away from the world, carnall acquaintance, and fle(h- 
ly delights, as the Bride comes away ® from ber owne people, and | 
ber fathers bouje, unto the Bride-groome ; as ſametime Abre- 
ham Þ came away fram his owne countrey,and from his kin- 
dred, and from his fathers houſe, unto a Land which the 
Lord ſhewed him: Ariſe and come away from all {infull 
pleaſures, as Sampſon aroſe from Delilavs lap, burſt bis withs 
aſunder, and came away from her: Riſe ,and come awa 
from all corrupt and carnall dodtrine,as the Prodjgall arole | 
from the huskes and the Swine, and came to his Fathers | 
houſe, to cat his Fathers bread : Riſe up and come away | 
even from thy ſelfe, by ſelte-deniall, and putting otfthy old 
man, as Lazarus role up,put away his grave-clothes,and lefr 
them behindc him : Thus rile up and come away to Chriſt, 
That man alone comes to Chiift Fejas, who riſcth up from 
the world, himſelfc, and his owne corrupt afteftions : And 
unto him let us come as the lame man came to Betbejda, that 
we may be healed ; as the Elders of Gilead came to Fejtha, 
that we may be prelerved,protefted, delivered; as the thicly 
come to the full Fountaingthat we may be filled,and all our 
wants lupplyed. | 

And the more effeftually eo move and perſwade you to 
come to Chriſt, faſten your hearts and thoughts ferigully | 
\ upon theſe three things : | 
Mans neceſlity of Chriſt, Mans miſery without Chriflt : | 


"8 is [piricually dead, and none but Chriſt can raiſe hiov. | 
7 | The| 
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| Mans neceſſstie of Chriſt. 


47 


The life of the ſoule is hid in Chrift,as the life of the branch 
in the root. Gedaz/ T with Elifhai”; Raffe withour Eliſbe him- 
ſelfe, could not reſtore the woman of Sbunems child to life : 
the Miniſter, with the Word of Chriſt withour Chriſt con- 
curring and working with him, cannot quicken the ſoule 
that is dead int finine : all the inftruments and means of grace | 
leave the ſoule Rtill gracelefle, tmlefſe Chrift, the author and 
fountalne of grace, joyne his bleſimg to their endeavours : 


leevs not in Chriſt crucifi-d, bath av life in bimno life of God, 
no life of grace here,no life of hereafter, The life of mi 
withoat faith in Chrift,is as no life, bur a very death ; man is 
dangerouſly diſeaſed, no Batre can heale hit, no Phyſician 
can care him, The art and Tab6ur of all Phytitians about 
the diſeaſed woman in. the Goſpel, were feuftleſſe; uneily 
ſhe came to Coriſt Jews, The Poole at B:the/da cured no man 
anlefle the Angel moved in it : the Ordinance 6f God cnres 
not, unlefſe Chrift move in it, work together with it ; he 
alone is the Sun of righteoutneffe, that 1h healing in his 
wings, curing the wounds which are given by fin and fatatt. 
Man is poſſeſſed by an uncteane fpirit, and none but Cheiſt 
can ejet him : the ſoule of man is an uncleane dwelling, un- 
till Chriſt takes ton within htm ; he rebukes the De- 
vill, and cauſerh him co depart whont the Diſciples cannot 
f cafÞ out. D4vid overthtewColiab with whom no/1aclice durft | 
enter combate:Chrift overthrows the devil,who,wichout the 
power of Chriſt is invincible ; man of himſelfe can no more 
overcome him, no more deliver himfelfe from him, then the 
mn $a; Devils caſtody, was able to deliver it (elfe from 
the and theLyan, Man is blind, in darkneffe and the 
ſhadow of death, and no Sun bur Cheift can enlighten him» 
Man is naked, and no garment but Chriſt can cloath-and 
cover hin ; all other garments are but rotren rags, end fa- 
ding leaves, like Alam Fig-leaves, a poore and baſe cover- 
ing, Man Is poore, and no treafure bur Chriſt can enrich 
him, all is but dung and drofte betides Chriſt, Man is in- 
debred, and none but Chriſt can make ſatisfaRtion for him ;| 


r The Sox quickneth whom be will 3 be that cats * not the fleſt of the | , 
Son of man,ond drinks bis blood, te that cones not untogthat be- | - 
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Vanity of things without Chriſt. = 


| v Tohn 4-1. 
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lihi quam mn 

Chris querit. 


2. 
Vanity of all 
things without 
Chriſt. 

x Eccleſ.».11 
Awvim (ff ma- 
teria laborum 
periexlum po/- 
fedentium; as 


YA CATTVA T0 


VIITHITUON, au- 
| ram malut do 
mus, p/odj 
| tor ſeruss. 

Aug. 


Z | « thouſand Kams, ond ten thonſand K ivers of Oyle, nay, ten thou 


ſand worlds, if man were Lard and owner of them,were an 
inſufficient price for the leaſt fin of man : None but Chriſta 
price infinite and invaluable, is the price of mans ; 
on. Man is empty, .and none bur Chriſt can Wl him; the 
world is a feaſt, the more man feeds upon it, the more his 
hunger is encreaſed ; like the droplie man, the more 
drinketh, the more he thirſteth : Chriſt alone ſatisherh, 
gives * water whereof whoſs drinketb,tbirffeth no more. Not the 
creature but the Lord Jeſus is mans fulneſse. Man is diſtreſ- 
ſed, perplexed, tormented, and none but Crit can qui 
him : he caſteth out the tormenting ſpirit, he appeaſeth the 
Rormy.tempeſt, he calmeth the violent and ſurging wavez 
and waters ;he leads him chrough the ſea of afflition, ts! 
| * Rock that is bigher then man, to an eſtate and condition ſecure 
In power : Endleſs and eaſcle(s are 
the ſoules perplexi which comes not to Chriſt Feſws : As 
Bernard * ſometime ſaid, He laboursin vaine in the acquiſiti- 
on of vertues, that ſeeks them elſwhere then. in Chriſt. Thus 
man labours in vaine that ſeeks peace, ſafety, comfort, an 
where except in Chriſt ; and what is man that wants Chrif, 
but a body without a head, a dead and idle, a loathſome 
lamp ; a houſe Without a foundation, which cannot ſtand; 
a field without dew, which withers ; and a branch without 
root, abiding barren,and haſtening to the fire ? Behold then 
O man, thy neceſlity of Chriſt, yay withour Chriſt, 
_ = thy ſoule no reſt uncill art..come home to 
Chriſt, 

Faſen your thoughts upon the vanity of all things, with- 
out Chrilt : What is worldly fulneſse to him that comes not 
to Chriſt Jeſus but vanity and * vexation of Pirit a bed of 
thornes, on which he cannot {leep without terrour 3 a way 
of ſnares, in which he cannot walk without ſlumbling,brui- 
hng eag hu-ting bimſelfe ; a cup of gall, of which he can- 
not drink with any comfort;like the waters of Marab to Tr | 
e! without the tree, burthenx, vppreling, chains, fetce ing, 
arrowes wounding, icas tofling, and winds ſhaking, ar all 
worldly poſseſſions ro them that, pulsels ngt Chrilt Je us, 

hat 
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gant of Chriſt. 


of the tree of life, by cating of the tree of torbidded fruir, 
but as a Wilderneſse of thornes and bryars, a place of ex- 
tream torture and diſquiet ? The worlds choycelt Paradiſe 
roves at 1 full of bitterneſse to him that hath deprived 
himfſelfe of Chriſt Jeſus. Auwgwitine faith, » What doth that 
| the rich man which he hath,if he hath noe God which 
| gave all ? Whar availes the having of the ciſterne without 
the forntaine? The having of all things is as nothing, if man 
| have noc Chriſt with _ is the a that to looks 
| the creatures incſse, that he is itirred n 
|eoſcek C hriſt and his fulneſse "_ F 
| Theexcellency and worth of Chriſt. As they ſaid of D«- 
| vid, He is better, more worthy thex all the y thouſands of the world : 
As they ſaid of the Centurion, He is * wrrtby for whom thou ſhalt 
dee this thing : Much more may | ſay of Chriſc, He is worth 
that you ſhould come unto him ; in him are all the lead 
ſtones of vertue, power, beauty, and whatſoever can be (po. 
ken, to move and draw the ſoule of man towards him : 1n 
| him is wiſdome ſurpaſſing the brightneſse of the Sun, even 
| all the * treaſures of wiſdome bidden : In him is power excelling 
the ſtrength of all Rocks ; he is not only bur Þ ftirength 
wy : In him is konour, tranſcending all the Kings of the 
z for he is © King of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; he is 4 cloath- 
ed with bonour and Majefty, and convered with light as with « gar- 
ment : In him is beauty excelling the © Roſe of Sharon, and the 
Lilly of the Valley 3 he is the f faireft of ten thoujand, fairer then 
all the flowers of the field, then all the precious Stones of 
the earth, then all the lighes in the Firmament, then all 
Saints and Angels in the higheſt Heavens : In him is s riches 
' above all the riches of the world, as in the Pearle above the 
| droſse. All worldly wealth is but poverty to the riches 
' which is in Chriſt : In him are pleaſures excelling all carth- 


ly pleaſures, more then ever Paradiſe excelled the barren | 
| Wildernefſe. All pleaſures ace but ſorrowes and tortures to | 
the pleaſure which the ſoule doth finde in Chriſt. Surely,all 
| wiſedome is folly, all power weakneſlc, all honour igno- | 
| miny, all beauty — all ciches poverty, all pleaſes 


| anguiſh, 
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What was Paradiſe to Adam when he had rived himſelte 
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| Excellencie and worth of Chriſt. 


$0 


anguiſh, and all fulnefſe emptinefſe, in compariſon of the 
wiidome, power, glory, beauty, riches, pleaſures and ful- 
neſſe that is in Chrilt Jeſus, O rherefore come to Chriſt that 
you may be enlightned, ſtrengthened, honoured, enriched, 
protefted, ſolaced, and your ſouls every way filled. O come 
; x Kin.1o.1,z | as the Queen of the South came from i far to Solomon, that 
ou may learne his wiſdome. O come as the ſtones in the 
— building to the head * corner ſtone, that he may ſupport you, 
4 3 Fet:35- | come as the Subjefts come to the Kings Court, that he may 
advance and honour you ; come as poore men to a golden 
/t Kin.s. - | Minegthat he may enrich you ; come as Nacwan came to | For- 
dar, that he may ſanRihe and cleanſe you : O come as the 
mLek.15. Prodigall came to his Fathers ® houſe, that Chriſt may kill 
the fatied Calte for you, feed you with his Ordinances,with 
him(elfe, with his graces, and put the robe of righteouſneſſe 
upon you : O come as a diſconfolate man unto his friend, 
© | that Chriſt may comfort you with the ſweetneſle of his pre- 
a Sub Chriſti | fence, the ſenſe of his love, and all the comforts of his pi- 
6 04-h, wag rit : O come as the Chicken to the Hen, that his wings ma 
neficia conſe | hide and ſhadow you. Under the wings of Chri Caich 
rantur,. | *Bernard)four benefits are beftowed upon us; Here we are hid- 
b Chr1:45 0®- | den and pro Here we are refr Here the ſcorching 
nr _ ay | hear of affiiftion 18 repelled, And here we are fed and nou- 
Chriltumdimi. | iſhed. Chriſt (taith » —_— all things, that he who for 
| [crit num in» | Chriſt bath let goe all, ma one for all, and may freel 
vemat pro em- | ſay, The Lord is my portion. For as Ambroſe (aid, < We LC ul 
_ po xe | in Chriſt, and ChriR is all things in us ; if thon defare to be 
Prr3 mea De. | cured of thy wound, he is a Phytitian ; if thou burne with 


Fevers he is a Fountaine ; if thou art burthened with iniqui- 
| = is righteouſneſſe ; if thou wanteſt help,he is ;if 
ado er ou feare death, he is life ; if thou flye from darknefſe, he is 
nobis Chriftus ; | light ; if chou dehreſt Heaven, he is the way ; if thou ſcekeſt 
þ doaiage «- food, h« is nouriſhment. "Therefore to him let | come as 
1474 deſuderas, to their Shepheard, as captives to their ranſomer, as 
— ye” to their tather. oy 


Mins. 
1 c Omnia babes 
nw inChrilto, 
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The manner To him ler us come, firſt, Seedily,, without all delay, as 
Ro e5 to the carcalle : As the woman of Shrew » ſadled ber 
Specdily. 
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,and made haſte to the man of God, for the recovery of 
© 2 Kin.4. þ<r 
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 Meaner of coming to Chrif, | 


Y kr has 4 let us come unto him while be ma) 
be found, and call upon him while be is neer at band ; As the An* 
baſted and thruft Lat out of Sodome, and bid him ® baſte to Zoar 
| and eſcape thicher ; ſo ler us haſten our ſoules oat of the So- 
dome of fin unto Chriſt ; O ler us with all ſpeed eſcape to 
Chriſt from the world and our corruption : Of all underra- 
kings man muſt uſe moſt ſpeed and diligence to come to 
| Chriſt Jeſus. Secondly, to Chriſt, let us come fully, in re 
ſpeR ot che terme from whence we come, from the world 
and all the vanities thereof : As Abrahanre left his Ae, and 
all bis ſervants at the foot of the hill behind him, and went 
up to offer his ſon 1/aac to the Lord; ſo let us leave all the 
vanities of the world behind us, and come and offer our 
ſelves ty» Chriſty let us come from all fin. When a captive 
woman joynes heglelfe in wedlock to an Iiracliciſh Souldier, 
ſhe mult 4 change ber apparel, ſhave ber bead, and pare ber nailer, 
and ſo come to be joyne.l in wedlock to her husvand : He 
that will come to Chit, muſt change his apparell, pur off 
the old man, ſhave his head, remove che ignorance and er- 
rour of his underſtanding, and pare his nailes, reforme all 
his outward wayeg, and ſo come to Chriſt. To Chriſt let us 
come fully in reſpet of the affeftion with which we come, 
with all our hearts, and with all our ſoules ; with our un- 
derſtanding to know bim, with our wils to chooſe him, 
with our imaginations to think upon him, with our affe- | 
Rions to feare, cruſt, love and rejoyce in him. To Chrikt ler | 
| us come fully in reſpet of the Medium by which we come, | 
| even in the uſe of all the Ordinances of God ; and in reſpett ' 
; of the terme whereunto we come,even unto the whole Chritft; 
| unto the wi/dome of Chri't, to be guided by it z unto the | 
; of Chriſt, to depend upon it; the righteouſneſſe of Chriſt, to | 
| be juſtified by it ; unto the merit of Chrilt, to receive all 
| good things through it 3 unto to the promiſes of Chriſt, to | 
| belezve them;unto the comandements of Chrilt, to obey them. ' 
| He that comes not fully,comes deceitfully ro Chriſt,and departs 
| unprolitably from Chrilt : He alone enjoyes Chriſt, who 
| comes univerſally co Chciit, Thirdly, ro Chriſt let us come 
H 2 bolily 
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her dead child : So letus make haſte co Chriſt for the reco- | 
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Manner of comming to Chriſt, I | 
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Foure m2anes 
| diſpoling men 
ro Come ro 
Chriſt. 
1. Senſc of 
cmptincc. 


2. 
Confideration 
of ſatans ficge 


bolily, The ftranger under the Law that came to the Pafſeover 
was firſt * circumciſed; He that comes to Chriſt maſt circum- 
cile the foreskin of his heart. There is no acceptable appro- 
pinquation ro Chriſt Jeſw without true holinefſe, Fourthly, 
to Chriſt Ict us come * bungrily, as a thirſty man to the wa- 
ters : no man is welcome to Chriſt, but he that comes wich 
a holy hunger and thirſt. He ſends the rich empty away,and * fils 
the hungry with ped things. F iftly,to Chriſt let us come humbly, 
with a lively ſenſe and feeling of our wants, in godly ſor- | 
row and true repentance, as the ſervants of Benbadad came to 
the King of Iſrael, with » ropes about tveir necks, and ſackclocth 
«but their loynes, Syxcly, to Chrilt It us come lovingly, as the 
Bride unto the Bridegroome ; Strongly, as the waters to the 
Sea ; Joxfully, as the rich man to his treaſure ; And conffertly, 
comming more and more, daily drawing nearer and nearer 
unto Chriſt, to a more full and perte& participation and 
faition of Chriſt and his fulneſle, 

And to the end we may all come to Chriſt, and for the 
better di[poling and fitting of our hearts thus to come to 
Chriſt, we mult firſt be ſenſible of our emptineſſe without Chriſt, | 
fecle our ſoules as an empty ſtomack wherein is no mear, as | 
an empty lamp wherein is no light, as an empty or withered 
arme, whercin is no ſtrength. The people inthe famine be- | 
ing ſenſible of the emptineſſe and want of corne at home, | 
-ame to Foſejb, with whom was all the fulneſſe of Epypr. He | 
alone doth truly prize Chritts fulnefle, that feels his owne 
emptineſſe. The ſons of Facob went not out-of their owne 


country downe to Epypt for bread, untill they found the | 
' want thereof at home : Man never goes out of himſelfe to | 


Chriſt,till he knowes the vanity and emptinefſe of his owne 
heart ; he that knowes this, will haſten his ſouleto Chriſt, 
as Jacob haſted his ſons to Egypt. Secondly, we muſt ſer and 
conſrder bew Satan doth beſiege and aſſault ws ; how, like a man of 
war, he ſets y_ us ; how, like a roring Lyon he goes up 
and downe, fecking to devour us, The Gibeonites ſeeing 


chemſelves befieged by the Amoritiſh Princes, ſent to Joſhua” 


to help them. Paul being ſenfible of the buffetings of Sa'an,ad- 
dreſſed himſelfe ro God by » fervent and frequent ſupplica- 
_  catian *: 
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 offull breaſts, as rhe thirſty of a full veſſel]. Chrilts ſulneſſe 


fuch longing after him, that as Naomi ſaid of Boaz,. The man 
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| Meanes diſpoſing man to come to Chriſt. | | 
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cation : the ſqule of man that feels ſatang bufferings, is even 
|reſtlefſe, untill he comes fully home to Chriſt Jeſus ; he flies 
[ro Chriſt as a ſheep to the Shepheard,driven by the Dog,and 
35 a * chaſed and wounded Hart to the Pater Ars Third- 
ſy. we muſt be experienced in the inſufficiency and inability of the 
creature to belp ws, to fatisfie us, to make us happy. Noah 
knowing that they waters would overflow the earth, and 
thas there would be no reſting place thereupon for his foot, 
b:took himfelfe unto the Ark, and entred into it : Mans ex- 
perience of the vanity and inſufficiency of the creature, feel- 
ing that there is no reſt nor ſtay for his foot thereon, berakes 
himſelte ro _ "—_ —_—_ for intereſt in him, 
ex all ſatety from him. Fourthly, we muſt bave anguiſh in 
—_ for p54 be our of love with our ſelves, phe 
with the naughtineſſe of our hearts. The people that were 
in debt, * in diftreſſs, and in li content, came to David, and made 
him their Captaine : Man takes no pleaſure in Chriſt, till he 
is difpleaſ. d with himſelte. Spiricuall diſtrefſe and anguiſh 
makes Chrift precious : he that knowes the greatnefſe of his 


ec 


ſoules debr, comes to Chriſt ro make payment ; the more 
bicternefſe man doth taſte in finne, the more ſweetneſle he 
doth find in Chriſt : this makes Chriſt very amiable and pre- 
cious, very ſatisfafory and joyofts, and fils the ſoule wich 


will not be in reſt untill be bath finiſhed the thing this day 3 no more 
is man in any reſt untill he hath finiſhed this thing, untill 
he hath wrought home his ſoule ro Chriit, as a Mariner the 
ſhip unto the Haven of all peace and ſafety, of all all ati 

faftion and rranquilty. 
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Cray. IX. 
Teaching bow to make uſe of Chriſt, 


all divine and heavenly falnefle in Chriſt ? is- ic all pla- 
ced there ? Then we mult make uſe of Ohriſt, as the child 
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How to make uſe of Chris. 
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is nothing to him chat makes not uſe of Chrift : There is « 
| price (lait Solomon ) in the band of a fools, but be bth ne beart to 
| uſe it : There is a tranſcendent ce in Chriſt, and he is 
| the choyceſt of all prices, and is even put into the hands of 
' men ; but many haveno heart to make ule of him, and there- 
' fore he doth not profit them. What is the fulneſlſe of the 
| Sun to the blind that doth not fee it? che fulneſle of the 
fountaine to him that doth not drink of it ? the fulneſze of 
the feaſt to him that doth not feed upon it ? and what is the; 
| fulnefle of Chriſt to him that makes no uſe of Chriſt ? What 
' is a man the better for a lock, if he hath not a key to uſe ic © 
; withall? It is not a trade, but a trade well followed ; it is 
| not land, bue land well cilled that maintaines men, that 
| makes men rich : It is not Chriſt, but Chriſt well uſcd that 
maintains the ſoule, that makes the ſoule rich. * Bebel/ 
(ſaith Solomon) that which I bave jeen, it is good and comely for ane | 
to eat and drink, and to enjoy the good of all Its labour that be tcheth 
under tbe San, all the dyes of bis life which God giveth bim, for it is 
bis portion. Every man alſo to woom God bath given ricdes and 
wealth, and batb given bim power to eat thereof, und to take bis tl 
tion, and to rejoyce in bis lat our, this is the gift of God. Chriſt isa) 
rarer portion then all wealch, then all; meat and drink ; itis| 
a rarer gift of God to make uſe of Chriſt, and to enjoy the! 
good of Chriſt, all the dayes of hls lite : this is the portion 
of a chriſtian, of a gracious and ſanfified ſoule indeed. As 
therefore the healthy man makes uſe of his meat andis 
ſtrengthened ; the lick man makes uſe of his phylick, and is 
healed ; the Souldier maketh uſe of his weapon, and over | 


me ee eee em _ 
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commeth ; the Merchane maketh ule of his trade,and grow 
richby it: Thus let us make vſe of Chriſt that our foules: 
may be healed, ſtrengthened, made viftorious, and ſpiritual-) 
ly enriched. Some men live by their wits, ſome by their 
lands, and ſome by their trades ; the Chriſtian lives by his 
Chriſt. Of Chriſt therefore let ns make uſe in our Underftar- 
dings, to fill us with the knowledge of Gods will in all wif 
dome, to receive all our direftion from him, as the traveller 
maketh uſe of the Sun to i him. Of him let us make uſe 
| in our Meditations, think upon him as the Bride in her 
| thoughts 
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How to make nſe of Chreſt. 
thoughts makerth uſe of the Bridegroame ; let the thought 
ro be frequent and precious, and the meditation of 
Chriſt » ſweet wnto ws. —— us make uſe by 7 Faith, 
depending upon him as e upan the rock, caſtin 
our ſelves, Rm and burthen m——_ 3 as the child up” 
/on the parent, hiding our ſclves under the ſhadow of his 
wings 3 as the chicken under the wings of the Hen, reſting 
n him for a ſupply in all our wants, for a deliverance in 
ky diſtreſſes, making him inſtead of all in the abſence of all 
| helpers, deriving and drawing more and more from his ful- 
| neſſe, as the thirity draw waters out of the Well by the buc. 
ket, and as the branches draw nouriſhmenc from the roots, 
' Of him: let us make uſe by our Lave, loving hia as the Father 
| begetting, the Ran(omer redeeming, the Phylician healing, 
the Husband marrying, and Treaſure enriching our (oules. 
'Of him ler us make uſe in our Foy, rejoycing ia him as the 
wiſe men in the Star, with an © exceeding great joy» Of him let 
as make ule in owr peace and profperity, looking on him as the 
wthor of all our incflc, as the Sun that puts a fulneſle 
into all che lights of our comforts, as the Sun puts a fulneſſe 
into the Stars : without Chritt all is empty, as a withered 
branch without the root : All is bitter as the waters of M«- 
14 without the tree. Of him let us make ule in our bearing, 
ng, prayer, conference ; him let us heace, hins let us learn, 
of him let us ſpeak, him let us fer forth, 4 Bernard Gaich, All 
the food of the ſoule is dry, if it be not put into this Oyle; 
it is unſavoury if it be not ſeaſoned with this Sale : If on 
writeſt, ic doth not reliſh wich me, unlefſe 1 read ] x50 5 
there : if thou doeſt diſpute or confer, it doth nor reliſh well 
with me, unleſſe ]: 52 5 ſound there : If we make not uſe 
of Chriſt Jeſus, ouruſe of Gods Ordinance is fruiclefie, Of 
Chriſt ler us make uſe in eur diftreſſes, as Noeb made uſe of the | 
Arke in the deluge, to lapport us ; as the GeSeonites madenſe 
of Feſbua it the fiege, to help us, to deliver us ; as Hagar 
made aſe of the Well when her bottle was empty, to fill us. 
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O ler not Chritt be to us as Ferbers ſword to him, which he 
drew not, uſed not ; — — — 
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| —_ to moke uſe of Chriſt. 
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it, or a garment to him that doth not purit on; but let ug 
every way make uſe of Chriſt : make ule of his wildome to 
vide us, of his r to uphold us,of his dominion to awe 
us, of his Majelty to e us, of his purity to make us 
vile in our owne eyes, to ſhame us for ouruncleannefle, tg 
work us to holinefle, ;of his juſtice to drive us from fin, of 
his righteouſneſſe to cloath us and cover our finnes, of his 
mercy to pardon us, of his loveto comfort us, of his pre. 
ſence to encourage us, of his fulneſle to ſatisfie us, of his 
Word to feed us, of his Sacraments to confirme us, of his 
death to mortifie our luſts, of his reſurre&ion to quicken | 
our ſoules, of his ſufferings to ſuffer with patience, of his 
interceſkon to ſettle us in the aſſurance of the pardon of our 
fins, and eſtabliſhment of the love of God on our ſoules ; of 
his Commandements as of SG | ——_—_ us in bis fer-; 
vice, and as of a bridleto ine us trom what is forbid- 
den ; of his promiſes as of a rock to ſultaine us, as of a load- 
ſtone to draw us, as of a light in darkneſfſe to comfort us, 
and as of a ſpring in the day of drought to refreſh and fill us. 
Excellent is the uſe of Chriſt Jeſus tothe ſcules of all true 
Chriſtians ; it extirpates all cares, diſpelleth all feares, ev; 
cuates the mind of diltrating thoughts and diſturbing pak 
ons, ſweetens all eſtates, mittigates all ſorrowes, facilitatech 
all bardens, and exhilerates the whole man. _ great is 
the ſoules happineſſe, which makes a true, full, and canſtant 
uſe of Chriſt Jeſus. | 


—— 


Cunapr. Xx. | 
Perſmading to full and conftant acquieſtenct in Chril, 


S there is all fulnefſe in Chriſt, ſo all Chriſtians muſt 
work their hearts to a holy, gracious, full and conſtant F | 
acquieſcence, in Chriſt, to ſtay on Chriſt, to quiet and con- I | 
tent themſelves in and with Chriſt, never declining from 
Chriſt, never ſtepping our, nor going alide from Chil to 
any other helper ; bur as the eye doth quiet it _ - 
ne 
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Acquieſcence in Chriſt. (a 


falneſs of the light of the Sun,and looks for no other light ; 
the builderquiets himſelf in the ſtrengrh of the rock,&looks 
out for no other foiidation to build upon:S0 let us qniet our 
(elves ia Chriſt, and look for no other guide,no ocher hel- 
per,no other comforter,no otherSaviour.As old Jacob fome- 
time ſaid of Jo/epb, It is f enough, Jojeph is yet alive, Twill yoe 
and ſee bim : to let us (ay, It is enough, Chriſt liverth, Chcilt 
| reigneth, Chriſt hath fulneſſe, we will goe to him, ſtay on 
| him, ſariate and delight our ſovies in him: This the Lord 
| requires, He 3 that s in darkneſſe and bath no light, let bim 
| ſtay «pon the Lard, and truſt in the name of bis God. As the houſe 
iu cha Parable ftayed npon the rocke when the windes did 
blow, and the waves dib beat : thus in the windes and waves 
of all rrouble, let us ſtay on Chriſt without wavering ; to 
this the Lord gives many ſweet encouragements, » Truſt in 
the Lord with a full,z quiet, a compoſed and reſolved minde, 
and dee good, live graciouſly, walke holily, keep cloſe to God, 
o ſhalt thou dwell in the Land ; thou ſbalt not be diſmay:d with any 
teares, nor grow impaticut with now be overcome 
with ſorrowes, nor removed from thy ſtation, but verily thou 
ſhalt be fed, thou ſhalt enjoy every neceſſary good thing wich 
a (ecled, quiet and contented minde : Delight thy ſelfe alſo in 
the Lord, as a childe ia the father, as a wife in the lifsband, 
as a rich man in his treaſury ; delight thy ſelfe in the com- 
mandement of God gs in the light which guides thee,in the 
promiſe of God as in the ſtaffe which ſuſtaines chee, in the 
tayour of God as in the warmeſt Sunne that ever ſhined up- 
on thee, in the attributes of God as in the branches ſh1dow- 
ing, and ſtreames refreſhing thee : Thus delight thy (elfe in the 
| Lord, and be ſballgive thee thy bearts deſire ; he ſhall fully anſwer 
| all thy holy and ous defires, when thou haſt chus full 

' committed thy ſelfe unto him, and quieted thy ſelfe wit 

| him : Commit thy way al/s to the Lord, receive all thy diretion 
| from him, doe all according to his preſcription, leave the 
 iſue of all to his diſpoſition, nd be (hall bring it ts paſſe, give 
it (ach an iſſue as (ball be greatly for thy comfort ; Reff in the 


Lord and wait patiently for bim , though thou ſuffer many evils, | v.cic 5," 


| doe not repine, doe not limit nor preſcribe God, doe nor 
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Verſe 4 


Verſe $. 


j 58 


| Conſolations of Chriſt fulneſſe. 


| m 
Cnſolations 
fiwwing from 
| Chrifts ful- 


| ne£-. 
| 
[ 
| 


| 


[tep aſide from God to any forbidden helpes, gots the 
tumulcs of thy heart,and wait as Noeab did for the abatemerit 
of the waters, and coming of the Doye, quiet thy felte in 
Chriſt: Took: upon the authority of Chrilt, to pan all 
as he pleaſcth ; upon the widome of Chrilt,co make a wa 
tor thy ſuule to elcape-upan the power of Chrilt,to deliver 
theezupon che prele ic * of Chriit,to minitter encouragement 
to theezupon the love of Chriit,to ſweeten the bictereit eſtate 

nto thy ſoul ; upon the faichfalneſſe of Chriſt,never to for- 
lake thee ; upon th: happin le of. cleaving cloſe tof Chriſt, 
' though all the orld oppole thee 3 and upon the abundant 
tulnefſc that Chriſt is to thy ſonle, when all other things 
are taken trom thee, and thou thalc ſolace and Ray thy ſ(elfe 
upon Chrilts fulnefſe with a full acquieſcence. 

From the fulneſs of the Lord }'s s u s flowes a full foun- 
taine of conſolation to the (oules of all beleevers ; conſola- 
tion againſt all externall wants : He cannot be poore that 
hath Chriſt, in whom is all fulneſſe ; when he is ſpoyled of 
all, he hath. an abiding ſubſtance. Chriit is the Sunne in 
whom is all light; the Pearle, in whom is all worth; the 
Tree,on whom grawes all fruit : The Soule which is eſpou- 
ſed to the heire of all things, hath no cauſe +0 compli] 
of the want of rich*s : he that enjoyes Chriſt, and ailtratts 
himſclfe about worldly abilities, knowes not his own hap- 
pineſle 5 under-values the portion which God hath given 
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him, having a feaſt of fat chings,a rich jewel,a living ſpring, 
a ted Cas at home, feekes abroad tor buskes to feed 
bim, drofle to enrich him, a glow-worme to warme him, 
| andditch and dirty water to quench the thirſt that is within 
| him. What is the vintage of Abiezar to the gleanings of E- 
phraim? the Oniqns and Garlicke of Egypt tothe Grapes of 
Canaan? Is Pharpber like Jordan ? Is the broken ciſterne like 
the fountaine ? The tulneſle of the world to the fulneſle of 
Chriſt is pou he that hath Chriſt, hath the richeſt 
portion, though he have nocking belides him. Here is con- 
ſolation againit the want of carnall friends, carthly peace, 
and, worldly comforts : though Sau! cannot be merry with | 
| Out a Fidler, Abab without Nabsths Vineyard, Haman with- 

out 
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which makes him merry wichout all cheſe. If Plats could tell 

the Muticians that Phyloſophers knew how to dine and ſup | 
without them, much more they who enjoy Chriſts b1lneſſe, | 
know how to ſolace themſelves in the abſence of earthly | 
comforts. Here is conſolation againſt all oppoſing powers; | 
in Chriſt is all fulneſſe ; he is a Shepheare able to deliver his | 
flocke trom the Beare and the Lyon ; he is a wall of fire able | 
to defend his citizens and burne their enemies zhe is a hu(- | 
band able to reſcue his Spouſe, and deltroy them that make 

warre on her, as David reſcued his wives, and deſtroyed the | 
Amalehites that carried them away captives. Here is conſolas | 
tion againſt all ſoule-inficmities ; in Chriſt is all tulneſſe, | 
fulnefſe of mercy to pity and pardon us, fulnefſe of power | 
to ſtrengthen us,fulneſle of grace to heale us,tulnefle of love | 
to ſolace us, fulneſſe of peace to quiet us, and the falneile of 

all goodnefle to perfett us. The Lords ſervants ſhou!d not 

| be ſo much dejetted with the thought of theic owne cmpri- 


neſs and weaknelſs,as revived and cheared with the medi: a- 
' tion of Chriſts tulnefle. | 


——— 


HSE : VET 
| Crap. X1. | 
| Declaring the inſeparable unton of Chriſt's two natures | 


1n one perſon. 


HE third thing in theſe words is an At, dweleth ; an 
AR of permanencie and duration,cxprefling the inſep-- 
rable union between the two natures of Chriſt in one per- 


| 
| 


| nefſe of his ſociety and communion with God and Jeſus 
| Chriſt. God and Chriſt dwell in men by grace and heaven- 
| ly effets, regenerativg the hearts of men, enlivening the 
; foules of men, graciouſly reigning and ruliag within them, 
| plentifully miniſtring all ſpicicuall and heavenly gifts unto 


them : * He that fitleth en the throze (Caich Saint Fobn) (ball {Reveli7erse; 
' 
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out Mordecayr curtefic ; a man thar hath Chriſt, hack that | 


| ſon, thedivine dwelling in the humane ; Man i dwels in Chrift 5 Jon & 5. 
| and God by faith as by an inſtrument, by love as by a wit- ? 192 +76 


—— 


i 


| 


Inſeperable nnios. 


{ 


Petr. 


[1f.7.14+ 


mlog1.14 


| | 8 H:b-16. 5. 


dwell :mong them ; they ſhall enjoy his grace and favour here, 
and his glory hereafter. The God-head dwels in the hu- 
main nature of Chriſt by perſonall and perpetuall union 
of both natures ; and this is the dwelling here ſpoken of : 
Whence we ſee, that 

Chriſt is God and man in one perſon by an inſeparable union. The 
Pillar which condufted Ifrae], was a fire and a cloud, yet 
both but one Pillar : Chriſt the great conduftor and guide 
of Gods Iſrael, is God and likewiſe man, yet in buth but 
one perſon, therefore called | Immanuel, Cod with w,, or, Ged 
made fl: ; noting the union of his ewo natures in cn- pers 
ſon, and his ofhce of Mediation betweev Gd and Man, 
being the authour of ſalvation both temporal!l aud eternall 
to the ſoule and body of man. The Temple was a type of 
Chrilt,ftone without and gold wichin:Chriſt was fi-ſh with- 
out, according to his humain nature ; full of rcefplendent 
glory, and divine Majeſty within,in reſpeR of his divine na- 


.ture. In the Temple the glory of God appeared,th-Temple 


was filled with it : in the fleſh of Chriſt the God-head inha- 
biteth, moſt glorioully repleniſhing it ; The ® Word (faith S. 
Fobn ) was made fleſh, and dwelt among, ws, and we bebeld bis glory,a 
the glory of the onely begotten Sonne of the Father, full of grace and 
truch. The Word was made fleſh, not by bare and na- 
ked inhbabiration in the fleſh, prefence with the fleſh, af- 
feftion to the fleſh, or grace and dignity conferred on the 
fleſh, nor by converſon of the Word into fleſh, or com- 
mixture of the Word with the fleſh ; but by the afſump- 


| tion of the fleſh into the unitie of his perſon, the hypo- 


ſtaſis or ſubliſtence of the Sonne, being made the hypoſta- 


fis or ſubſiſtence of the fleſh aſſumed, the fleſh ſubſiſting in | 


the perſon of the Word, The Apoſtle makes mention of 
the Sonne thus, ſpeaking to the Father, * Sacrifice and offer- 
ing thou wouldft not, but a body baſt thay fſtted me, dk. 
on, by uniting it to my perſon : and this union is not a uni- 
on of rwo perſons in one Chriſt, but of two natures in one 
perſon ; the ſubſiſtence of the Word is ſo communicated to 
the fleſh,that the Word and fleſh are one perſon,the naturall 


properties and operations of both natures remaining _— | 


—— — 
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Chrifts exaltation. 
and without conſufhon : the divine and humain nature are 

' both united, the humain nature is afſumed, the divine nature 
is the aſſumenct ; not the perſon but the natare of man, not 
' man but the humanity is taken by Chriſt into the unit of 
his perſon ; otherwiſe he ſhould not be one but two perſons, 
' not one but two Chriſts: The Scripture therefore cals him 
' Davids ® Sonne, and Davids Lord, becauſe he is both God and | , Mac. 12.45 
Man in one perſon : And this union is without mutation of | 
the divine Perſon, without divifion, confuſion, or ſepara- 
{ tion of the natures;z the union is everlaſtingly permanent. 
Of this Chriſts appearing to the Fathers of old in the ſhape 
; of man,were Prelulizms and Symbols : and this was alfo ty- 
pified by the Tabernacle of Ms(-s in the D-ſert, that being a 
type of Chriſts aJuming our fleſh, and dwelling amongſt us 
as in a Tabernacle, The Tabernacle was a teſtimony of Gods 
preſence with his people : » God by his S5n made fleſhydoth | , Luke c. 18 
 reſtifie himſelfe to be gracioully preſent with us. The people | 78,79. ' 
| came to the Tabernacle to worſhip, invocate and offer their 
' Sacrifice unto God : God will not be invocated and adored 
by man, but in and through Chriit manitelted in the fleth 
' of man. 

| Andit was neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould be God and Man | » Grounds 

' in one perſon : aereot. 

- In regardof the exaltation of the humain nature of Chriſt Ms 

| above all creatures,all Men and Angels : Saints and Angels c— | 
| are one with God and Chriſt by gracious qualities, eenſent | © 
| of will and opinion, and myſticall conjution ; the humain 

| nature of Chriſt is one with his divine perſon by a more | 

| eranſeend&t,cminent,%& immediate c6junRion,being afſumed | 
into the uniry of his perſon. Jo/epb was ex1]ted above his bre 
thren,above all the Nobles in the Court of Pbaras> : Chriſt, 

| even according to the fieſh, is exalted above men,yea above | 

' ll the Angels, the choyceſt Nobles, of him that is the King : 

| of kings. From this perſonall union, is derived an incom- | 
prehenfible communication of all divine and heavenly gitcs 

| to the hamain nature of Chriſt, a uttion above 4 all bis -(el- | » Pf) 

| lowes 3 like that of Joſeph ro Benjamin, five timeF as goed, mas | * ld 

ny degrees more excellent then that which is beſtowed on 
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| 62 | Chriſts exaltation. | 
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| his brethren, whether _ or Men,the Spiric being given | I | of 
| r John 3-34 , unto him” above meaſure, having all heavenly fulnefle, like | ma 
' the fulneſs of light in the Sunne,or waters in the Sea, From car 
' this union the humain nature obtaines the honour of ado- | the 


ration 3 yet not of the fleſh as fleſh, but of the God-head m' © in 
the fleſh, the God-head and the man-hood making but one| Y.W 


| perſon in the Sonne ; and he is ſaid to be ſer downe at the) © of 
| 5s Heb.1.4+ | right hand of God, being made ſo # much better then the Angelr,us | WM | bu 
be bath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name then they ; the | & 

| Angels ew Chriſt a Son, both by eternall gene- | 
ration, and hypoſtaticall union. | Wu 
2. | Inregard of mans ſalvation. Such was mans neceſſity of ha 
Man. falvat- Chriſts incarnation, of his aſſuming mans fleſh into the nnj- | W (th 
_ | ry of his perſon, that he could not be ſaved but by ſuch a| Mr 
| Chae as was both God and Man in oze perſon, Firſt, | Yo 


the Majeſty of God, the poverty and indigency of man, the | WY * 
| greatneſs of the evill to be removed,and the greatneſſe of the | Y'v 
| good to be reſtored, required that mans Redeemer ſhould ce 
| be God: Such is the Majeſty of God, that none could in-| Wb 
| rerpoſe himſelfe, but he that is one with the Father; the! 'm 
' Angels could not, they themſelves have need of a mediator | 


; Col.1.16,i7 | of * union and confirmation ; they themſelves compared L” 
o_ "_ 5» | with God, are not * pure in bs ſight, and therefore they » cover 0 
..2+ 


| their faces : how much lefſe can man doe it, when not one of | I * 
z Revel.3 22. | them is * righteeus. The vill to be taken away, fin and the| Wl * 
| conſequents of finne, the wrath of God, the power of Sa- C 

| tan, death remporall and eternal, are a diſeaſe of that dif- G 

| ficulty, that none can cure it,* a fire of that heat that none' I * 

. ul - 

' can endure it, a burthen of that weight that none can ſtand! Yd 

| under jt, but he that is omnipotent : for by whoſe paſſion | Y'! 

| can the offence of an infinite Majeſty be expiated, bur by his : 

* who is alſo infinite ? By whole intercetſlion can the wrath c 

of God be appeaſed, but by his who is the beſt beloved Son | YI « 

of God ? By whole ftreng:h can Satan, with all the power: 

| of darkneſle, be vanquiſk<d, but by his who is ftronger then 

| all the Devils ? Who can over-come death, but he that hath 
the power of death ? The good things to be reſtored, are, 
perfe righteouſneſſe, adoption, the image of God,the gifts | I | 


— — 


| 
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4 | Mans benny and exeltation. 
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'of the Spirit,life eternal], and the like : Now who can make 
|man righteous, but he chat is Righteouſneſle it felfe > Who 
can make men the ſonnes of God by grace, but he that is 
the Sonne of God by nature? Who can reſtore us to the 
image of God, bur he that is the invilible image of God ? 
Who can give us the Spirir, bur he from whom the Spiric 
of God proceedeth ? And who can give man eternall lite, 
buc he that is life it ſelte ? And thus ic behoved mans Re- 
deemer to be God. 

Secondly, the Juſtice of God (which as it leaveth not fin 
unpuniihed, ſo it puniſheth it not bur in that nature which 
hath linned) required that he ſhould be man : And thus he 
that knew 7 no ſin, was made ſin for ws, that we might be made the 
righteou|nefſe of God in bim. And he mult be God and Man in 
one perſon, that he might be a middle man between God 
ind Man, and doe the things which were to be performed 

'with: God, and alſo with men. And chus there was a ne- 
celity that the fulneſle of the God-head ſhould dwell in the 
humane nature of Chrilt, and that he thuuld be God and 
'man in one perſon. 
| Doth Chriſt dwell in mans fleſh ? Hath he aflumed mans 
nature into the unity of his p:rſon > Then behold the ho. 
nour of man, how wonderoully Chriit hath exalted the na 
tare of man : Man that by his linne hath made himſelte ex- 
eamly baſe and ignominious, is exceedingly honoured by 
Chrilt Jeſus, even above all the relidue of the creatures : for 
b+ 190k, not 012 bim the © nature of Angels, but the jeed of Abraham, 
He ofren uſed the Angels as his miniſters and inſtruments, 
but took them not into the unity of his perſon : they have 
indeed a neere and ſweet communion with him, but the na- 
ture of man alone hath the prerogative and glory of being 
one with Chrift perſonally. Ambro/e faith, > God, the Son 
& God hath given this honour and dignity to the kumain 
nature, that God and man ſhould be one perſon. Great is 
the honour that comes to man by Chriits incarnation ; ic is 
onely the Lord Jeſus that makes man honourable and glori- 
045 : the Sun is the glory of the world, the head is the glory 
of the body, the Crowne is the glory of the King, the lower 
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is the glory of the Garden, » Childrens children (faith Solomon) 
are the crowne of old men, and the glory of children are their fathers , | 
but when all is done, the glory of a Chriſtian is Chriſt Je. 
ſus 3 he that cometh neereſt unto Chriſt, and is moſt en- 
tirely united to himy'is of all perſons the moſt honourable 
and glorious. Theſe are «© royal! Prieſt-bood, a chojen generati- 
on, a peculiar people, called out of darkneſſe into a marveilow light, 
Women ſuppoſe ix a great glory to be taken into wedlocke 
by rich men and Noblcs 3 Men repute it a high honour to be 
received into the favour and fellewſhip of Princes ; Servants | 
have high thoughts of their being made companions of | 
their Lords and Maſters : but true glory, full and abiding. 
plory cometh unto man by his being received of Chriſt, by | 

is having union and communion with Chriſt: he alone is 
truly honourable and everlaſtingly noble, that hath Chriſt | 
graciouſly dwelling in him ; hehath the bonewr of « 4 Sore of | 
God by regeneration and adoption, the honour of a * friend | 
of Ged for Gods familiar and full imparting of his minde 
| and ſecrets to him ; the honour of « f Canquereur, for the vi- 
| tory which Chriſt gives him over the Divell,the world,and 


his owne corruption 3 the honour of as Spouſe, for Chriſts | 
ſpicituall wedlocke with him ; the honour of ar * beire for 
| his free participation of all the good things of kis heavenly 
Father ; and the honour of « i King for the ſpirituall do- 
minion which he hath over himſelte and the world. Were 
man ſeniible of the honour that comes by the participation | 
of Chriſt Jeſus, he would never fo ſtrive for worldly ho- 
nours, nor entertaine ſuch diſhonourable thoughts of the 
wayes of Chriſt and his ſervants. The ſtate of that man doth 
ever at laſt prove moſt diſhonourable and baſe, that thinks 
toenoble himſelfe withouc Chriſt. Joſeph brought his bre- 
thren, and preſented them to Pharaob King of Egypt ; he ac- 
cepted them, bad them dwell tn the * beſt of the land, and com. | 
manded that the men of aftivity among them ſhould be r#- 
| lers wer bis Cattle 3 through Chriſt we come nigh to the great 
King of heaven and earth, he accepts us, he beſtowes his | 
beſt bleſſings upon ns, and makes us fpirituall rulers over | 


all worldly vanitieszand our owne afte&ions. Very great is | 
, the 


| 


| labour more and more to be filled with the tulneſſe of all 
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Honour how maintained. 6 66 
the honour chat God diipenſerh unto man through Chriſt 
his Sonne. 

And O how great ſhould the care of man be that is thus | Mans care to 
| honoured by ChriRt,nor to diſhonour himſelte, by wallows- | preſerve bis 
ing like a (wine in the mire and filth of finne, by bowing | ***0=*- 
down to the world as Gideons | thouſands to the waters, by | 1 Judges 7. 
enthralling himſelte co the Divell, and his owne luſts, as 
ſometimes Dalils cut off Sampſons ® Jocks, and made him a | w judges 6. 
| flare cothe Philiſtines.O man doe nor diſhonour that narure 
| ot thine, which Chriſt hath ſo honoured, doe not debaſe 
' that which Chriſt hath exalted, doe not unite and joyn thy 

ſelfe in commnanion with the Divel,and the dung and drotle 
| of the world, Chriſt having taken mans nature into the u- 
| nitie of his perſon, as a pledge of thy future exaltation ; | 
| doe not bow downe thy ſoule and exalc thy luit, as Solomon | 
| lometimes jaw *® ſervants *n borſe-backe, and Painces walking | » Ecclro.r7., 
on foot. | 
| Bur as Chriſt hath honoured thee,ſo maintain thy dignity | Mn ——_ 
| and (pirituall glory, by purging thy ſelte from fin, as a liv- | way wap 
ing ſpring doth purge it (elte from pollution ; by contend- |, 
ing mightily againſt all che oppoſitions of grace, as a Soul- | yon ef dignum 
| dier in the day of battle ; by being induſtrious in the works | #t ind? cx'g.u 
of holinefle,as he that laboucs for great wages : a Chriftians _ a nas 
labour is his honour ; by ſhining as the Sunne with light, | '7'* 
by being full as the tree wich fruit, by abounding as the Sea 
with waters. As the nature which Chriſt hath aſſumed a- 
| bides unchangeably united to the perſon of the Sonne 3, 10 
| ® abide with Criſt, in attendance on his ordinances, in faith | » Jon r 5.7. 
in his promiſes, in love to his truth, and in obedience to | 
| his pegs : As the aſſumed nature is aſcended from the | 
earth to heaven, ſo raiſe thy thoughts and affeQions * from | p Col,z. z. 
the things below to the things above; aſcend continually by medi- 
tatiou, by faith,by love and longing tothe things which are | 
ſpirituall : As the aſſumed nature hath no ſubliltence bur in 
the perſon of the Son,ſo have thou no dependance upon any 
thing but on Chrilt alone ; lect him 4 be all in all ; And as the | 9 Pll.-3.rs, 
aſſumed nature is fifled with the tulncſle of the God-head,(o | 
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grace and holineſſe ; ſo ſhalt thou maintaine that honour to 
which Chcift hath exalced thy nature, 
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Cuay. X1IL. 


| Shewing that mans choyceſt excellencie conſiſtieth in unt- 


04 with God, 


= ſheweth us wherein the choyceſt excellency of man 
coniiſterh, even iv being united unto God, in having 
God dwelling in his heart. Wherein ſtands the excelle 

| of Chriſt as Man, but in having the God-head dwelling in 
his fi-ſh, in being aſſumed into the unity of the ſecond per- 
fon ? And wherein ſtands the excellency, the yr ans 7 
happineſſe of man,but in being recencih and brought nigh 
to God, in being entred into a ſweet and gracious commu- 
nion with God ? Is it not the excellency of the branches co 
be united to the Viue ? of the members to be united to the 
head ? of the wife to have communion with the husband ? 
and of the children to have communion with the parent ? 
And what is the excellency, the joy and comfort of the ſoul, 
but ſweet and gracious communion with God in Chriſt? 
Jeruſalem, though the joy of the whole earth, pleaſed not 
Abſolom unleſſe he might * ſee the face of bis Fatber David : The 
Paradiſe of the world is but a wilderneſle to the childe of 
God, vnleſlc he ſee the face, enjoy the comfortable preſence 
of God his Father, Whom doth the Plalmiſt pronounce 
bleſſed ? Him that hath communion with Princes in their 
Courts, with Nobles in their honours, with valiant men in 
their viRtortes, with rich men in their wealth, voluptuous 
men in their pleaſures, or him that hath communion with 
his God in his ordinances, in his ſpiricuall comforts ? \ Bleſ- 
{cd (Taith he) is the man whom thou chu,eſt, and caxjeſt to approach 
wnto thee : whom thou chuſeſt,embracing him with thy love, 
adopting kim for thy ſonne, and making him a member of 
S& Church, and cauſeſt him to approach unto thee, as & 
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oller to thy Schoole, as a friend to thy houſe,as a childe 


ro 
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| one with God,and have the bleſſed enjoyment of God, as 


Union with God mans excellency. | 


co thy cable,as a bride into the boſome of thy loyezto know 
thy will, to beleeve thy eruth, to receive thy grace, and to 
feele thy love, and to be fatishied with the g of thy 
houſe, even of thy holy Temple. Whar is the fruit and end 
of all the labours of Gods Miniſters, but to worke and draw 
home the ſoules of men to God, to the fruition and enjoy- 
ment of God, to union and communion with God ? All the 
labour of Eleazar was to bring home Rebecca unto T/aac, to 
eſpouſe her to Jaxc : and all the labour of Gods Miniters, 
his ſervants, is to bring men home toChriſt,to eſpoule them 
to Chrilt ; as Paul ſaith, I* bave efpouſed you to one bus band. This 
is the ſum of all, to gather men home to God and Chriſt, as 
chicken to the _ Sheep unto the Shepheard,as children 
to the Parent,” that they may be * reconciled unto God, made 


—— 


theic higheſt excellency and chietfeſt pr And whatare the 
longings of the ſouls of holy men who have diſcerned Gods 
beavties, who have taſted Gods loving kindrneſſes, but the 
fruition of God in his ordinances, and in his graces ? * My | 
ſoule (ſaich David) thirſteth for God, O when ſhall I come and ap- | 
peare before God / And againe, My joule * breaketb for the longings 
whic) it bath wnto thy judgements «t all times, Very vehetnent and 
laborious are the defires of Gods ſervants after him and his 
teſtimonies z defires which doc even conſutne and weare our 


the ſtrength and vigour of their ſoules ; deſires of perſeve- 
rance, longing at al! times, in/proſperity and do The 


Union and communion with God makes the foule flon- 
riſh, as the branches by anion with the vine. They Y that are 
planted in the beuſe of the Lord, that draw nigh to God, conſci- 
onably frequent his word,and are ingrafted intoChrilt,they 


l 
i 
l 


| 
| 


ſball flouriſh :u the courts of our God, as a watered garden, vr a 


he: planced by the waters fide : this fils the (oule with ſpiri- | 


'ruall life, with heavcnly ſenſe and motion, as the members 
which are united to the head : He that bath the ſonne hath life, 
x | | = power, 


foule of x good man is reſtlefle untill it hath che enjoyment | 
of God and Jeſus Chriſt, nothing elſe can eontent and an- | 
ſwer it : Herein ſtands the exceHency,the glory and comfort | 
of it +darill ic attain this it is uhquier. . 1 
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—— firength,a bleſſed fulnefle of holy aud heavenly life; 
ſpiritually moves, and eats, and walkes, and workes, 
and rejoyceth like a living man 3 this makes him firong as 
| the * honſe that was nnited to the rocke, no windes nor 
waves of zrouble can beat him down ? this makes him ſtrong 
as Chriſt is ſtrong to beare afflittions, and ro rumne, like « 
ſtrong man,the race of Gods commandements ; this ſuſtains 
him in all worldly deſertions ; this is inftead of light when 
be is in darknefſe,inftead of > wealth when he 's poore, &c. 
Union and communion with God anſwers all things. © 
be affured then that the rop and flower of the foules happi- 
neſs conliſts in union with God, and Chriſt Jefus : And as 
the falnefſe of the God-head dwelleth in the humain nature 
of Chriſt bodily, ſubſtantially ; ſo labour Iþ feele God in 
Chriſt dwelling in thy ſoule ſpiritually; tcele him dwel- 
ling there by illumination , as the Sunne dwelleth in the 
ayre ; by minifiration, as the Vine to the branches ; by power- 
tall and gracious gubernation, as a Centurion in the Army, a 
Maſter in the houſe, and a King in his Courts ; by fpicicuall 
and holy inclination, bowing, bending and framing the heart 
to doe the will of God. As the Pylot at the Sterne works 
the ſhip towards the Haven, as the ſpirit of the living erea- 
cures in Ezekjels viton, being in the Wheeles, Where/orver 
'be Spirit moved © they moved : {o feele the Spirit of Chriſt ia / 
thy ſoule, fo poſleſling, ſanRifying and framing it, that 
chere be a diſpoficion and readinefſe within thee ro move as | 
| God in his Word doth preſcribe, and whatſoever thou lo- 

leſt, hold faf bs communion with God : As Foſepb left | 
his doake and fied from his Miſtris to preſerve his chaftiry ; | 
{o ler goe thy cloak, all the bodily coverings of wealth, | 
honours and whatſoever elſe, fliye from fin, and keep thy | 
communiqn with thy God, as the choyceſt excellency of 
thy ſoule. 


Cnay. XIII. 


| | Declaring the perefiion and ful eſſe of Ghrilt aboue the 
| fulneſſe of all Creatures, 
| 
H E fourth thing in theſe words, is che matter which 
dwelleth in Chriit ; and thar is all fulneſſe ; and the fift is 
| checondition or quality of this fulnefle, the fulnefſe of the 
' God-bead. In Saints and Angels dwels a fulneſſe of divine 
' qualities, in Chriſt the fulnelſe of divine eſſence 3 and herein 
' Chriſt, as man, is manifeſted ro be far more excellent then 
others, to come neerer to God, and to participate more of 
' the fulnels of God, then all creatures, And hence we 
| tearn, that 
Chrifts perfeition and fulne(ſe doth infinitely [urpaſſe the fulneſſe 
of all creatures. As the fulnefſe of the ſea ſu h the ful- 
| nefle of ſimall veſſels ; as Saxl was 4 bead and (boulders in ſtature 
| above the people : fois Chriſtin heavenly ſtature and fulneſle 
' far above all men and Angels ; therefore is he ſtiled the * bead 
| of all principality and yoxer, for his compleat dominion over 
| all creatures 3 the Prince of the Kings of the earth, to ſhew his 
| power over all Kings, zyrants, wharſvever enemies 3 
"+ the beire of all things, having intereſt in, dominion over all 
creatures in heaven and earth ; the whole world is his inhe 
' ritance. Such is Chrifts riches, that all the fulnefſe of the 


world is bur poverty, in compariſon of kim z and all the 
ſtrength of the creature but weaknefſe compared with the 
er that is in his arme : For God (faith nr 4.677 har rai- | 
&d bim from the dead, and ſet bim at bis owne right band in 
ly places, far above al principality and power, and might and domi- 
| nion, every none that is named, wot onely in1bis world, but allo 
' in that which is tocome ; Aboye the name of Kings for his do- 
| minon, _ the name - = men for gran above | 
' the name of Conquerours tor-his viftory, e the name of 
Saints and Angels for his _—_ wildome, and moſt exqui- | 
fee and abſolute 


And this appeares oy che enlency of Chriſts original! : 
As | 
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As he is the ſecond perſon in the T rinicy, he is begorten of 
his Father by an eternall eration, Very God of very God : 
As man, he is the Son of God by hypoſtaticall union, his 
humanity ſbliſting in the perſon of the Son. Of Chriſt 
therefore the Apoſtle ſaith, that he is i the brigbtneſſe of bis Fa- 


' thers glory and the expreſſe image of bis perſon, being made (6 much 
| better then the Angels as be bath, 


inberitance, obtained « more ex- 
cellent name then they. He is the tneſle of his Fathers glo- 
ry, as the beames are the glory ot the Sun ; and the _ 
image of his perſon, asthe print of the Seale on the Wax is 
the expreſle image of the Seale it ſelfe ; and is more excel- 
lent then the choyceſt creatures, being the expreſle and lively 
image of his Father, the maker of all by his power, the heire 
of all by his birth, the ſu of all by his providence, 
the revealer of all myſtrries by his wiſdome, the purgatiou 
of all fins by the ſacrfice of himſelfe, head King and Ruler 
of all by his ſeſſion at the right hand of God : And thus he 
hath a more excellent name then the Angels, according to 
his divinity by eternall generation of his Father, being the 
naturall Son of God, conſubſtantiall with the Father 3 ac- 
cording to his fleſh, by a temporall birth ofthe Virgin, and 
operation of the holy Ghoſt, the fleſh being Iain of . the 
Son into the unity of his perſon ; ſo that the ſame Son is 
both God aud Man, not two Sons bur one ; and that not by 
adoption, but by union, not made a Son, but borne a Son, 
the fleſh being aſſumed into the unity of the perſon of the 
naturall Son : As Chbriſt hath being from, and union with 
the Father more naturally, intimately and enticely, then 
any of the creatures ;ſo he excels all others. He that js mot 
fully of God by regeneration, and commeth neereſt unto 
God by gracious union and conumuion, is the molt excel- 
lent of many people. 

This appeares by the proportion between his humViation 
and his exaltation : he was abaſed and bumbled below o- 
therrs, hc appearedin the * the forme of 4 ſervant, he was of #s 
repntation, rejeted, reproached, perſecuted, accuſed, blai- 
phemed, by upon, put to the ſhamfull death of the Croſſe, 
and his /oule ſorrewfull ro the death. And as he was a 

an 
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Al things under Chriſh, | | 
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and abaſcd below others, {© ic is fit he ſhould be exalted 
above others ; Bring | fozmd ((aich the Apoltle) in faſhion & 4 
man, be bumbled bimſelfe, and became obedient to the death, even 1b: 
death of the Croſſe 3 wherefore God alſo bath bighly exalted bim, and 
given bim a name which is above every name, God will honour 
ſuch people as men diſhouour,for their w2ldoing : The good | 
mans future glory ſha}l fully anſwer his preſent ignominy. 
David was (et behind the Ewes, his bcethiren preferred above 
him : the Lord takes David from the Ewes, and makes him 
King over Ijra:!. Foſeph was brought lower then any of his 
brethren, calt into prifon, fettegs put upon him ; yet from 
thence he came to the ſecond place next the Wks Mgypt : 
Chcills humiliation was deepeit, Chriſts glory is higheſt ; let 
no man for any reproach decline the way of godlinefſe ; the 
baſeit croll: (hall curne ro their moſt gloribus crowne that 
lufer for weldoing. 
| This appeares by the lubjetion of all things under him, 
'" ol! things are put wnler bis feet 5 all things hight and low, 
great and ſmall, viiible and inviltble, pcelent and to come, 
are put under Chriits feet ; even as ke is Man, Men and An- 
gels are put under him as Subjets under theic Soveraignes, 
a Nobles under their Prince ; the Saints and faithtull ſer- 
rants of God are put under him as ſheep under thrice Shep- 
heard, as the Bride under the Bridezroome, as the members 
under their head ; all troubles and afflitions are put under 
him, as ® Sewuldiers ander the Centurion 3 all Devils are put un» 
him, as captives under their Couquerour : as Toſbas trod 
on the necks of the Kings of Cnce ſo doth —_— 
downe and homey over all the Princes 'of darkneſſe ; all 


fins and tranſgreſſions are put under him, as the ottences of a 
land undet a King, Chriſt having authority to furgive them : 


as diſeaſes under a Pliyfitian, Chriſt having ability to heale | . 


all the diſtempers of che {oule ; as the clouds under the Sun, 
Chriſt being able to difpell and blot them out, as the Sun 
the clouds ; as debcs under a rich man, Chriſt being able to 
' make full ſatisfafion ; death and hel! are put under him, as 


hath the Keyes of the houſe. Abſolute, univerſal), ircelita- 
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| r Ephef.5.18, 


ble is Chrifts juriſdiftion, e having all power both in heaven 
and earth given him. 
Behold in this who are filled with the chicteſt and choy- 

ſelt fulneſs : this is tke excellency of Chriſt, that he is 
with all the fulneſle of the God-head ; and this is the excel- 
=_—_ of the ſoule to be filled with che fulneſle of the Spirit ; 
of all fulneſ(s, heavenly falneſs is the choyſeſt : Chriſt of all | 
ceeatures cometh neereſt to God, and his fulneſle is the ful- | 
nelle of the divine effence: Among men ſuch as are moſt | 
nigh and moſt deare to God,their fiulneſs is a fulneſs of hea- 
_— and graces. God often fills his enemies with | 
q earthly abilicies, as Abrabam filled the hands of Iſmael wirh 
the moveables, as men fill Swine with Huskes and Acornes ; | 
but his friends he fills with ſpiricuall gifes, as Abrabon gave | 
the inheritance br yon ; and Elkeona - ml ortion to | 
Hana. Spiritu is aportion of the higheſt price, | 
of the ee and choyceſt ale; and with this falnelſe we 
muſt all ſtrive to be filled. Be not * drunke (ſaich St.Paul ) with 
wine, wherein is exceſſe, but be ze filled with the Spirit : with the | 
wiſdome of the Spiric, with the holinefle of che Spicit,with 
the power of the Spirit, and with the joy and peace of the | 
Spirit. Spicituall and heavenly tulneſs is proper to theLords | 
ſervants ; let the covetous, like the rich man in the Parable, | 
fill his Barnes with corne ; Iet the Drunkard, like them in | 
the \ Prophet,fill themſelves with ſtrong drinke ; let the an | 
bitious, like Haman,fill himſclfe with worldly honours : but | 
let the Chriſtian fall himſelte with the graces of the Spirit; | 
| for this let us pray, heare, contend, and ſtrive to be filled | 
t with the fulneſſe of God, with the higheſt meaſure of ſpiri- | 
| tuall perfeftion, whereunto we can attaine. This ſulnefle is 
the moſt excellent, therefore ſtiled the falnefſe of God : God is | 
infinitely more excellent then the earth, and this fulneſs far : 
excelleth all worldly fulneſs. As Batbſbeba ſaid of the ver. 
| tu0us woman, Many daughters bave done excellently, but thu ex | 

celleſt tbem all : ſo may we ſay of this fulneſs, how excellent- 
ly ſoever other fulneſſes may doe in their place and Kkinde, 
| yet chis fulneſs of grace excelleth them all. This fulneſs is 
the moſt permanent, this abideth as the Sunne in the firma- 
ment, 


Cbriſts excellency ſuperlative. 


ment, as the waters of the Sea, as the fire upon the Altar, 
when other fulneſle failetk, like the waters of Tema, and vani. 
| hed like a vapour : This is a growing fulneſle, like the wa- 
ters comming ont under the Temple, riing higher and 
; higher, ſhining like che light more and more to t 
day. This is an honourable fulneſſe, it is a Crowne and a 
Diadem co him that hath it, it makes man an excellent nan 
indeed. To excel!l in vertue is mans choyceſt excellency : It 
' is a ſweet and comfortable, a ſarisfattory and contenting 
fulneſſe, a Feaſt of marrow and fat things, axd of wine refined up1r 
the lees 5 a River that filleth and makes glad the foule : Oh 
then above all tulnefſe, highly prize, diligently feet, car- 
' neſt]; hunger after the fulneſſe of God ; care not for the tyl- 
neſle of gold, fulnefſe of lands, fulnefſe of honour, fulnetl; 
| of carnall contentments, but for the fulneſſe of God : this 
will make thee ftrong againſt temptations, patient in »fi!i 
' fions, joytull in fatferings, holy in thoughr, graciot in 
ſpeech, fruitfull in ation, humble in profpericy, c« ur went 
| in adverlity, fervent in prayer, profitable i hearing, godly 
{in converſation, and gracioully aſſured of future falactle, of 
| an eternity of all blifſ: and happincſlc. 


| Cnae. XII1T, 


Setting forth the ſuperlatre. e excellency of Chrijt above 
all creatares, 
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| ERE, as in a glaſſe, we may behold the tranſcendent 
| I Land ſuperlative excellency of Jeius Chriſt above all the 
' creatares. David was better then 1:1 theulands of the prople ; 
Chriſt is more excellent then all the thouſands of men and 
Angels ; bis name alone is excellent, for his divine originall, 
for his union of two natures in one perſon, and tor the 
mighty workes which have been wronunhr by him. God bath 
given bim a nam? bow: every nary, tor dignicy, Majeſty,autho- 
rity, power, and moſt complear pertetion 3 as the name of 
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above the name of ſervants, the name of a Centurion above 
the name of Souldiers, the name of ranſomer above the 
name of redeemed captives;excelling all theJcreatures, as the 
talle!t cedars the loweſt ſhrabs, the moſt glorious Sunne the 
weakelt lights, the deepeſt Sea the ſinalleit drops, the high- 
eſt Prince the moſt pooreſt beggars, and the richeſt jewell 
the moſt unworthy ſtone. The Apoſtle ſaith of the glory of 
the Law in compariſon of the glory of the Goſpell, That 
which was glorious bad mo glorr, by rea'on of that which excelleth ; 
Thus the glory and excellency of all creatures, is as no glo- 
ry and excellency, in reſpett of the ſurpalling glory and ex- 
cellency of Chriſt Jeſus. Full of divine and heavenly,ſweet 
and ſoule-raviſhing excellency, are the names given in ſa- 
cred Scripture unto Chriſt ; as Jarnanuel, God wich us, in 
regard ct his per,on, being God and Man in the unicy of his 
perion + and in regard of his office, being with ns, by inter- 
celſion wich his Father for us, by prote&ion againſt all ene- 
mics, by ſuſtentation in all adveriities. Chriſts being made 
one with us, is the fountain of all our happinefſe. Some- 


times he is tiled Fejws, a Saviour, no =_— but a proper, 


true, {pirituall Saviour 3 no mediate, but an immediate Sa- 
| viaur3 a Saviour by merit, obtaining ſalvation by his per- 
| felt obedience and (atisfaftion 3 a Saviour by efficacie,apply- 
| ing all his benefits by the operation of his Word and Spirit ; 
| a Saviour in regard of the termunus a guv , the perte&trigh- 
| reonſnefſe, favour of God, and life eternall whereunto he 

brings us. Chriſt is the compleat and perteR author of ſal. 
; vation to all Gods children. Full of heavenly ſweernefle is 

the name 7:14s to all true beleevers ; Hony in the mouth muſicke 
' inthe ear, a iuilee in the heart, faith Bernard. Saperlatively 
| ſiweer and excellent is that ſalvation which Chriit brings to 

all that unfainedly receive him. Sometimes his name is cal- 
led Wonderful, Counſeiloxr, the michty God, the everlatiing Father, 


ewo natnres in one perſon, for his wonderfull conception 

and birth of a Virgin, and #orderfull for the admini'trati- 

on of his Kingdome, wonderfully ſaving his ſervants, won- 

dertully deſtroying his enemies, Cown(eliourgfor the w——_ 
wW 
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the Prince of Peace ;: Wonderful for the admirable union of 
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which he revealeth, and counſell which he giveth che ele, C. 


by the Goſpell, making them wile unto ſalvation. The migh- 
ty God, for the miracles ke wrought, the donation of the 
| Spirit, and regeneration of Gods choſen. The everlaſting F «- 
| ther, forthe lite of grace and glory which he miniſters to 
{all rrue belcevers: And the Prince of Peace, for the peace 
which he makes between God and his choſen, for the con 
cord which he workes between Godschildren, and the hea- 
venly tranquilirywhich he puts into the conſciences of con- « 
trite and broken-hearted {inners. The names of the Lord 
Jefus are ChacaRters full of wonders in the eyes of all belce- 
vers, and beames miniitring the heavenly light of wiſdome, 
and conlolation to all that come unto him. Sometimes he 
is hguratively [tiled a Head, for the excellency, dignity and 
eminency of his condition above others, as the head is the | 
moit noble, and eminent above all che members, for his my- | 
ſticall conjunion wich true beleevers, diceftion, guberna- | 
tion, proteftion, which he minitters co them, and for the | 
communication of all (pirituall life, ſenſe,motion, and eve- | 
ry good thing io Gods children. Sometimes he is tiled a 
Rocke, and the bead ftone of the corner, for his conjuntion of | 
os and Gentile in one Church, and for his might in ſu- | 
aining all ſuch as are by a livelyfaith built a ſpicicual houſe 
upon him. Sometimes he is called a Lyon, the Lyon of the tribe 
of Juda, for his principality and eminence, as the Lyon is | 
the King of all bealts ; for his vigilancy, as the Lyon ileepes | 
with his eyes open : Chriſt is aheyes that never fleeps ; tor | 
his power and efficacy, in plucking us out of the mouth of | 
the roring Lyon, the Divell ; for his cuſtody, keeping us as 
the Lyon his whelps; for the cerrour he caſts upon the hearts 
of his enemics, by the Preaching of his Word, as the Lyon 
by his voyce makes all the beaits to tremble ; and by the rai- 
fing of his choſen unto life, as the Lyon by his cry awakens 
his young which fleepe. Sometimes he is called the Swme : 


the Sunne is the Prince of the Starres,Chrilt is the Prince of | 
the Kings of the earth ; the Sunne is the eye of the world, | 


Chrilt of the Church; the Sunne confterreth light with his 
| beames, Chriit confers the light of knowledge,taith,and all 
| L 2 grace 
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| 
| Marth. $8, 


grace to the ſoule ; the Sanne is in che midſt of the Pla« 


NS rchodfo aro, 


nets, Chriſt is a middle perſon berween God and man; 
Chritt gives the light of glory co the Saints above, the light 
t grace to beleevers here beneath : The Sunne warmes the 
earth, Chriit the heart with his divine love ; the Sun makes 
the earth fertile, Chriſt makes the ſoule fruitfall ; the Sug 
caſts his light upon the poore mans Cottage as well as on | 
the Kings Palace, Chriſt ſhines as cleerly and comfortably | 
anto the heart of the pooreſt as of the richeſt Chriſtian. 
Sometimes he is (tiled a Brid:gnoome, a Husbaad, for his 
dominiou over, deſpenſatiou and betrothment with, aud 
lingular affeftion to his Spoaſe the Church ; for his pro- 
teftion, nutrition and communication of honour to the 
children of God, for his entire union with, and acquiſition | 
of his Spouſe. Sampſon and David obtained their Brides by 
ſhedding the blood of their enemies, Chriſt hath obtained 
his Spouſe by ſhedding his owne blood, and diffolving the 
works of the Devill, his and their adverſary. Moſt excellent 
authority, dignity, majeſty, power is the beauty, wiſdome; 
love and chieteſt ——_— ſhining forth to the ſoules of | 
| Gods ſervants,in and through thenames of Chriſt Jeſus. 

| Letus therefore lock and faſten the eyes of our faith, firſt, 
apon the excellency of Chriſts dominion: Behold him reign- | 
ing asKing of Kings,axd Lord of Lords,and vaile & bow to him. 
As Pbaras) put all the people of his Land,from the loweſt to 
the higheſt, under Jo/epb,becauſe none was excellent as Foſeph; 
ſo let us pur all the faculties of our ſoules,and all the mebers 
of our bodies,the whol man underChriſt;let al be ſubje&tand 
ſerviceable untoChritſt,let all be ruled and guided b{ Chriſt, | 
Chriſt hath abſolute and moſt excellent authority over us 3 
and therefore, as all that travell in the day are guided by the | 
San, as all Iſrael were guided by the Pillar, as all the mem- | 
bers of the body are guided by che head ; ſo let us in all | 
chings be guided by Chriſt,ler us gee and come at Chriſts com - | 
mand, as the Souldiers did at the command of the Centuri- | 
on. Alt mans goings are aberrations, if he be not guided 
by Chriſt Jeſus : nothing ir well dene but that which an- | 
(wers Chrilts direftion : they that walk after their owne | 


: 


fancies, 
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fancies, walke in dackneſle. Ir is recorded of the wheels 
in Ezckiels vition, That when the living creatures went, the | Ezck 1.23. 
woeeles went 3, and when the living creatures ſtood, the wheeles ſtood ; 
wen tbe living creatures were lifted up, the wheeles were lifted up 
aver againſt them 3; for the firit of the living creatures was in the 
wheeler Thus let our motion and Ration be according to 
Chriſts preſcription, having, as the Pſalmiſt faith, the | Pf! 40.8. 
law of God in our hearts : And as Chriſt hath excellent 
dominion, ſo let us feele him reigning and ruling with- | 
in us ; by illumination, as the Sunne doth rule the day by 
filling the Ayre with light ; by ſubjugation and putting 
under all our uncnly luſts, as 7:ſbus ruled in Canaan, by trea- 
ding upon the necks of theKings of Canaan,and putting them 
to death ; by direftion and guidance of our foules to move 
aright in the wayes of God,as the Pylor doth guide the ſhip ; | 
by love, as the husband doth rulethe wife ; by inhabication 
and poſleſſion, as the dweller doth rule the houſe ; by graci- 
ous and heavenly infinence, as the hand doth guide the pen, 
and the load-ſtone doth turne and draw the iron cowards it : | 
lc is the glory of mans heart to bzcome the Throne of Chrilt, | a Bars et+1'- 
the honour of mans life co be wholly ſubjet unto Chrilt, ic | ©9%,domn [ire 
is a far greater honour to be Chriſts ® gracious ſervant, then frei mo 

. , Ko acrus, munt; 
the worlds prophane commander. He that is moſt ſpiritn- | 4amin.c5, (pen 
ally ſubjeR, is moſt craly excellent ; of all men he hath the | 110-2 haber ad ' 
choyceſt dominion,thar yeelds to Chriſt moſt ready and free | gaud wM,c9"4 
ſubje&ion . Every thing ſhall ſerve him, who readily ſerves CREED _— 
the Lord of all things. ad Peaiclans. 

Look upon the excellency of Chriſts power, behold him | Bernard. 

as one to whom power belongerh ; power of creating and | »_ Excellency 
making all, power of diſpenling and adminiſtring all, pow- | * 229% 
er of ſupporting in the greateſt weakneſle, and power of di(- | 
ſolving the greateſt forces ; look upon him as on the rock | 
which never finketh,as on the Captain that ever prevaileth, | 
a3 on one whoſe arme is never [hortned, and build upon him * 
as the wiſe man buile his houſe upon the rock, and thy ſoul , 
ſhall never fink ; hide thy (elf under the ſhadow of his wines, | 
25 the Chicken under the wings of the Hen, and the infer- | 
nall vultures ſhall never make a prey of thee. And as Chrilt | 
L 3 —_ 
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hath excellent power, ſo ſtrive to feele this power of Chriſt 

rt john3.8: inwardly in thy heart and ſoule, in diffolving tbe works of Sa- 

:Cot-19.4,5, ran, in caſting downe his kingdome and migbty belds within 

ne pas thee ; as Peter felt the power of the Angel in ſmiting off his 

ferters, and bringing him forth of Herods priſon ; as they 

who were puſleſſed,telt the power ofChriſt in caſting ont the 

Devil. Labour to feele this power healing all thy iſpiricuall 

maladies, as the diſeaſed woman felt the vertue of Chriſt cu- 

ring her fickneſſe ; ſuſtaining thee in all affliftions, as the 

Marke *" | Arkeſuſtained Noab in the deluge ; reſtraing all the fiery 

_” *" darts of Satan, as he nftck the fiery turnace from hurt- 

Col.1.11. ingthethree children ; filling thy foule with all (pirituall 

and heavenly might, making thee ſtrong in knowledge as 

Sun in light, ſtrong in faith as the tree in roots, ſtrong in 

love as a fire of much wood in heat, ſtrong in motion and 

comming home to God, as a River of much water is iirong 

| in comming home to the Ocean. Man that feels Chriſts gra- 

| cious power and vertue, is the man that diſcerne Chrilts ex- 

| cellency : Chriſt is even nothing in mans apprehenſion un- 

till man hath experience of this his noms + = and mighty 

working. When Iſrael ſaw rhe-mighty work of David in 

| Sain.18, | overthrowing the great Goliab, then David was much er by. 

| Mans experience of Chrilts mighty and gracious working, 
makes Chriſt very precious to him. 

Look upon the excellency of Chriſts love, ſee him loving 

4. Excellency and embracing the humble and penitent ſoules of men, as 

of love. the Bridegroome his ſad and ſorrowtull Bride ; ſee him bind- 

ing up the broken hearts of men, as the tender and caretul! 

Phylician the wounds of them that are diſeaſed, with Ladies 

| hands, with ſingular tendernefſe and compaſſion 3 behold 

| him gathering to himlelfe, and bearing in the boſome of his 

| love, and comforting with the promiſes of his Word the 


| wounded in ſpirit and aff. ited in conſcience, as the caretull 
Ia."4o'r1, | Shepheard gathers and carries the weak and feeble ſheep 3 behold 
| him like Jacob in his love ſerving in the beat and in the cold for 


| Gen.25.27. | Kachel ; ſerving him in manifold afflitions from his eradlc 


| to his crofſe for our ſakes, to make a Spouſe unto himſelfes 
| ſee him in his [Iimpathy and fellow-feeling afflifted in all the 
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| | Excellency of Chriſts love. 


effiftion of bis people, as a head with the affliftion of the mem- 
bers, as a nurſe wich the affliftion of her child; look on him 
and fre him in love ſtripping himſelfe of his glory, dignity 
and life irelfe for us, as Jonathan in his love ſtripe himſelte 
of his ſword and garment, and gave them to David ; Look 
upon this excellent love of Chriſt, price ic more highly then 
the thirſty man doth Wixe, then the worldly man his Corne 
and Oyle, or the living man his lite. Of all poffefſions the love 
of Cbrift is moſt precious : nothing {weet like Chriits loving 
kindneſſe to the ſoules of Gods ſervants : nothing can make 
man miſerable, or his condition uncomfortable, that hath 
the feeling of Chriſts love wichin him, Chri't at the marri- 
age in Cana turned water into wine ; the marriage of the 
foule wich Chriit, the having of the love of Chritt, turnes 
| the clouds of forrow into a Sun of comforts, the dalt of dil: 
| grace into a crowne of honour, the tempeſt of trouble i to 
a calme of peace,and the empty ciſterne into a full fountain 
' Oh how (weet, how honourable, how full, how well plex- 
ling doth the love of Chrict mike theic condition, who 
have the beames of his Countenance ſhining 1991 chem ' 
Look upon the excellency of Chri'ts confulations, which 


water and refreſh the ſoule, as the Rivers did the garden of 


Eden 3 which revive the heart and make the inward man to 
flouriſh afcer a long winter of aflition, as the beamies of the 
Sun doe the earth in the ſpring ſeaſon ; conſolations exter- 
nall in the miniltry and dotrine of the Goſpel, and inter- 
nall in the ſweet and praceable operation of the fpiric : Thus 
you may heare Chrilt comforting his Spouſe after her long 
troubles, Lo: (f(aich he) the wimeer is paſt, the raine is over ana 
gone : the troubles and grievances railed by the malic: of the 
world, feares, terroars, and ſorrowes of {ale cauſed by lin, 


| and raiſed, lixe a tempelt, by the ſenſe of Gaoftls wrath, are 


| gone, appealed, and put away by the ſweee, gracions an 
| comfortable comming of Chrilt unto the foule, as the winter 


| by the returniag of the Sun. The flowers affeare ; the graces 
| and conſvlations of the Spirit appeare againe, adorxing and 
ſwerning the (oule, and making ic look with a joyfull face, 


| 
| 


as the flowers doe the earth. The tim: of the figing of Birds i, 
com-? 
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Rem. 2.16. 


come : the houre of the Saints conſolation is come, Chriſt 
makes them joytull with the ſeeling of his Word and Spirit, 
and they with Pja!mes and Hymnes and fpirituall \ongs dee fing, and 
make melody in their beerts unto the Lord, The Lord Jeſus ever 
miniſters ſweet refreſhments after long affiiftions t © the 
ſoules of his ſervants ; he gives them water our of the Rack, 


Excellency of Chri$ts conſolations. 


and honey out of the Lyon ; he makes their heavineſſe mat- 
ter of rejoycing, andtheir ſufterings an occafion of triumph | 


: | 
and exaltation. Now he comforts them as a Haven the Ma- | 


riner after a long ſtorme, becomming to them « place of refuge 
and a covert from the ſtorme and from the raine. Now he ſolaceth 
them with the aſſurance of the pardon of their fin, as a King 
the malefaftor with a pardon, after much ſorrow and long 
ſupplication. Now he reviveth them with the light of his 
countenance, as David, after many dayes, let Ab/o/om fee his 
face, Now he cheereth them with his preſence, as a Bride- 


groome the Bride after long ablence : Now he quiets them as 
he did the ſtormy waters, and gave a calme to his Diſciples : | 
Now he ſends his Spirit with a certificate of peace to their | 
con{ciences, as ſometime the Dove came to Noab with an * 
Olive-branch: Now he lets them ſee the end of their fears aid. 
ſorrow, a5 Noah zf.er many dayes, ſaw the dry land appears | 
Chriſt is very wiſe and wondertull in the diſpenſation of | 
comforts to his aftlifted ſervants ; he ever takes the fitteſt 
oppertnnities both to ſweeren and remove mens mileries : 
v hen the overflowing flood of worldly comforts prove an , 

empty pit and broken cilterne,then appeare Chriſts comforts 
as a living ſpring that never faileth. ei Y 
And herein is the excellency of Chriſts conſolations, that | 

they are, Firlt, ſca/onable, as fight in darkneſle; as the Well 
to Hagar when her Bottle was empty : Secondly, that they | 
are fx! con{oJations, their latitude equall ro mans miſerics : | 
Thirdly, that they are ſtras conſulations, overcomminsg | 
mans diftraftions and diſtreties : Ard fourthly, crerlafiing, | 
abiding two the end with Chriſts members : And O how | 
ſhould this excellency of Chriſt Jeſus hll us with high and | 
excellent thoughts of Chriſt. with ſtrong and excellent faich | 
in Chiilt, with fervent and excellent love to Chriſt, with 
humble | 
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appineſſe of partaking of Chriſt 


humble, hearty and excellent ſubjefion under Chrilt, with 
full, conſtant and moſt excellenc contentation with Chrift, 
having him In whom is fulnefle infinitely (arpaſſing the fal- 
neſle of all creatures. 


_ _ _ — 


Cmnaye, XV. 


Opening the bleſſed and happy condition of them that art 
partakers of Chrift, 


TY declares the ſingular happines and bleſſed condition Z* 
of ſach are panakers of Chritt above all other perions : 
they have him in whom is fulneſſe, infinicely ſurpatling th+ 
tulnefle of all creatures, Mans having {piricuall right and 
intereſt in Chriſt Jelus, is mans greateſt happineſle : It is the 
happineſle of a Traveller co have the Sun, in which is tul- | 
neile of light, to guide him ; therefore the Sun appearing, | 
he leaves all other ights, and contents himielte wich this, 
' as having enough in this. It was the happineſle of the Mer- 
' chant in the Parable to have the precious pearle ; he joll af to | Mank.t 3-44. 
| poſſeſle himielte of that, aſſuring himſelte thac having thac | 
e had enough, he needed no other treaſure to be added : 
| Chriſt is a glorious Sun, in whom is all light 3 a precious ' 
| Pearle, in whom is all treaſure 3 he that hath him needs no- | 
thing elſe to make him happy : He that hath all things wich- 
| out Chriſt, is poore, baſe, miſerable ; he that hath Ch. ilt | 
' inthe abſence of all other things, is rich, full and honoura- | 
| ble. As Awxftine ſometime ſaid of the knowledge of other | = 
; thengs, hw gs of God, * Unbappy is be that knowes all | LITER ap 
' things, and knowes wit thee 5 but be that kftowes both ret and them | ;, neſcit * 1 
| is happy 3 not for them, but for thee alone : So in this caſe nnhap- | aurem te > il- 
py is he that poſſeſleth all things,and hath not Chriſt,buc he | la novit, non 
that hath boch Chriſt and them, is happyz not for them, pager 
bac for Chriſt alone. tearken, whom doth the Spiric of | ;e :- (olum, 
; God pronounce happy, Bl-(ſ-4 is the Nation whoſe God is the | Ffal. 33.41, 


Lord, and the people whom be hath choſen for bis owne inberitance * | 


| The Nation which hath Cod tor theic Lord, in his Ordi- | 
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nances, as a teacher inſtruting them ; in his love, as a father 
regenerating and embracing them ; in his care, as a Shep- 
| heard watching over them ; in the opecation of his grace, 
' as a Phylician healing them, as a Gardiner pruning, dreſ- 
| ſing, watering them. Here is mans bleſſednefſe to have 
God in his love, mercy and ſaving graces. And againe, Put 
Pang. 3,4. not our truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of man, in whom u no belpe 3 
| bis breatl ; 0:1 forth, be returner to bis earth, in that very day bis 
; thewghts periſp.” Happy is the man that bath the God of Facob for tir 
, Cod, whoſe tope is in the Lord bis God : Wherein the Plalmiſt 
| ſhewes the vanity of all externall excellencies, and the folly 
; of them that truſt in them, chat magnihe themſelves in the 
preſence of them, being things periſbing, and ſuddenly 
Vureae?,qu- changing. For as Mims ſaid of Fortune, I is glaſie, when it 
um [pendet | ines it breaks 3 ſois the greateſt worldly fulneſſe bur a glaſle, 
__—_—_ when it ſhines it breaks, when it flourilbeth, then ic withers: 
On the other ſide,the Plalmiſt ſets forth the ſingular felicity 
of them that have the God of Jacob for their God, who by 
knowledge, choyce, faith, love, obedience and delight, have 
him for their God, their guide, their tree crowne, 
their portion : they are happy, they are #hey are in a 
moſt honourable and ſweet condition. 
Happinefſe of | Great is the happinefſe of man in having Chrift : as David 
aving Chriſt | ſaid of Goliabs ſword, There is none to that. He that hath- 
gluftra'e i® | Chriſt, hath firſt, « wie guide, able to direft him, as the 
{A wiſe gulde | Pillar guided Iſrael, and the Star the Wiſe men. Chriſt ha 
all the treaſures of wiſdome ; he that hath moſt of Chriſt is 
the wiſeſt man in the world ; he that hath the Sunne, hath 
more light then he that hath all othes lights, and wants the 


Sunne. 
2, A faichfull | Secondly, hethat hath Chriſt, hath a faithful friend, a ſure 
friend. friend, a ſweet friend, an able, an everlaſting friend. A friend 


Prov.18.13. © | (ith Solomon ).i5 neerer then a brother : Such a friend is Chriſt 
when father and mother forſake us, Chriſt taketh us up 


{Pro.27.9. Oynrment aud perfume rejozce the beart, (o doth the [weetneſſe of « 


mans friend by bearty councell, ſaith the Wiſe man : Such a friend 
is Chriſt, his inftrution , his preſence, his love, are better 
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| Hppineſſe of having Chriſt iluSbrated. | 


B3 | 


in beleeving. A friend loves at all times : Such a one is Chritt : 
whom he loveth onca, be loveth ts the end. Have Chriſt for thy 
wo thou needlt not be diſtnaid at al the hatred of che 
world. 

Thirdly, he that hath Chriſt, hath « (are rock to ſuſtaine 
him, a firme ſhield to defend him. Chriſt, like Noabs Arke, 
will beare hin up in the deepeſt d:luge of affliftion ; like a 
firme Anker, he will ſtay the ſhip of his foule in the ſtormy 
tempeſt of all troubles ; like awall of fire, he will defend him, 
and conſume all that riſe againſt him. Great is that mans 
lafety who hath Chriſt for his keeper : there is more ſafety 
with Chriſt in the tempeſt,then without Chriſt in the calme 
waters. Thar ſoule is invincible which hath Chrilt for his 
| Caſtle and his —_— 

Fouwthly, he that hath Chriſt, hath the bigbeſt bonowr : The 
woman joyned in wedluek with the King, is more honou- 
' rable then all the women of the Land. Hefter obtained more 
| grace and favourin the ſight of Abaſuerus, then all the Vir- 
| gins, and the King ſer the Crowne royall upon her head : 
| he that hath Chriſt obtaines more grace and favour with 
' God, then all the men on earth beſides him, and is as « crown 
| of glory in the Land of the Lord, and as a royal! Diadem in the 

hand of his God, All that have Chriſt are ſons of God, 

heirs of heaven, ſpiritual Kings : he is moſt honourable and 
; glorious thee corr ei nigheſt unco Chriſt, that receiveth moſt 
of Chiiltz ic is not natural! birth,but new birth;not worldly 
' abundance,bur heavenly fulnefſe, that honours man in Gods 
| preſence. * The onely freedome with God (Gith Ferome ) is not to 

ſerve ſinne 3 and with God to excell in vertue, is the bigheſt nobility. 
; Moſt honourable and gracious is the diſcription of the 
| Church repreſented by a woman cloathed with the Sam, a crowne 
' of twelve Starres on ber bead, and the Moone under ber feet. That 


— 


| mans condicion is queſtionlefſe moſt honourable, that hath 
th2 Sun of righteoulneſle cloathing him, the ſtarre of God: 

; Word guiding him, and all the things of the carth put un- 
der him. 

| Fittly, he that hath Chrift, bath af; ſhe that is wedded to 


| the Maiter of the houſe, hath all che houſe. Man by his (pi- 
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Have Chriſ Jnar” have all. 


rituall wedlock with Chriſt, hath intereſt in all — | 
l of this great houſe of the world, Of ſach as have Chriſt the | 
| Apoltle faich, AU tbi1,s are yours, wherber Paul, or Apoils, or Ce- 
| par, 6r the world, or life, or death, or things prejent, or things to | 
| rome 4 all are yours, and yee arc Chrifts, and Chriſt is Gods : All 
| things are yours 4 all the creatures here below are yours, as 
your ſervants to doe ſervice to you, 28 all the ſervants of the 
| houſe are under the Mititrefle of the houaſe : the Angels are 
{alſo yours to miniiter to you, as the Nobles of the Land are 
| the Qr1cens to attend and wait upon her : All things are ap* 
| pointed for yonr good, for your editication, ſupportation 
and comfort : Whether Pau, or Apollo, or Cepbas, all the Mi- | 
niiters of God from the higheſt to the loweſt, are yours, as 
lights to guide you, paſtors to feed you with Lnonbdes and 
| underttanding, as Shepheards to gather you home to Chriſt, 
as Phylitians to heale you, as builders to hew and ſquare 
70u,as husbandmen to manure and drefſe you, as the lends 
f the Bridegroome to wooe you, to periwade and betroth 
| -on to Chriſt : All the Ordinances of God are yours, as a 
choole to inſtruft you, as a Banquetting houſe eo feed you, 
$ an Artillery houſe to furniſh you with ſpiricuall armour, 
£ a B:tbeſde to heale you : All theſe are for your ſakes, for 
| your good : The world is yours, as a houſe for you to dwell | 
| in, a Country far you to live in for a ſeaſon : All the goods 
| of the world are yours to uſe ; as the things of the houſe are 
| the wives to ule 3 they are all ſanftifted unto you : All the 
| malice and oppoſition of the world is yours to weane you : 
| :rom the earth, to drive you home to Chriſt, to exerciſe | 
vour graces, and ſweeten unto you Chriſt Jeſus : The ful. | 
nefſe, pomp and glory of the world is yours, to try your 
/obriety, humilicy, vigilancy and moderation in all things- 
Not onely all things are yours, bur all conditions, whetber 
ife or death z, Jife is yours, the time of lite is yours to learne 
ind know God, to get allurance of another life : The pro- 
perity of life is yours, to be thankfull ro God for it : The 
troubles of life are yours, to learne to beare the crofſe with 
| 1atience : All the feverall eitates and conditions of lite are | 


/ours, in cach of them to thew your ſubjeRion and obedi- 
ence 


_ - 


Heve Chrift and have all. 


ence unto God : D:ath is 'alſo yours, to put an end to all 
yoar milcries, as a Phyſitian to care all yaur diſcates, as a 
| Haven of pzace after all tempeſts, as a place of reſt after all 
| labours, as the reb Sea to Iſrael, drowning all fins, ending 
all forrowes, and giviag entrance into endleſſe joyes 3 as 
| red Sea drowned Poarao? and the Egyptians, an proveda 
' afepaſſageto the Iſraelites, and gave chem occaſion of great 
; triumph and exalcation : Things preſent, and things 19 come are 
yours, preſent things are yours,preſct good things are yours, 
to b:hold God in them,to praiſeGod for them,to ſerveGod 


with them,to doe good to othes by them : preſenc affliftions 
are yours, to try you, to humble you, to pacge yougto ſwee- | 
ten the meditation of Chriſt and Heaven to you : preſent fins | 
are yours, to make you vile in your owne apprehenſion, to | 
drive you out of your ſelves, to let you ſer the neceſſary ule | 
of Gods Ordinances, and the necefſicy of Chriſt Jeſus : | 
Things to come are yours, afflitions to come are yours to 
prepare for them, hnnes to come are yours to prevent them, | 
Heaven and happineſſe ro come are yours to ſuſtaine and | 
comfort your {elves with the thoughe and b:liefe of them. | 
All things, of whatſoever kind or nature, are yours, an 
you are Coriſts : Chriits ſervants to obey him, Chriſts Spoule | 
to love him, Chriſts members receiving all from him, pol- | 
(efling all in him; anlChriſt is Gods, _ unto God | 
| as Man, and Mediator between God and Man. Here are all 
the latitudes of a Chriſtians riches, his having of all in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Let the proud man with Nebuchaduezar, blefie | 
 hiaiſelfe in his ſtately palace ; let the mighty man, wich | 
 Goliah, boaſt himlelte in his tall tature, my ſtrong armour ; 
| let the valiant man, with Senacharib, magnifke himſelfe in 
| his viſtories, and the coveto's bleſſe hin(clfe, with bim 
in the Parable, in having his Barnes full : but let the Chri- 
| tian pronounce himſelte happy, onely happy, truly happy, 
fally happy, everlaſtingly happy in his having of Chritt ; 
| for Chriftt Jeſus is mans ſole and joyfull, conſtant and moſt 
glorious happineſſe, becauſe in bim dwels all fulnsſe, even the | 
| falneſſe of the God-vead bodily, 
The laſt thing in this Verſe is the manner how the ful- | 
| M 3 __hefle | 


| 
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Chriſt in our fleſh true God. — | 
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Chriſt 
Goddwelling in our fleſh, is = and eſſentially God, no- | 


nefſe of the God-head dwels in Chriſt, and that is bodily, in 
the body oc humain nature afſumed ; in that the fulneſle of 
the + head dwelleth : All fulneſle, faich Jerome, of the 
divine nature dwelleth in his ; and the Apoſtle addeth 
this word bedily, firſt, to put a diſtintion between the dwel- 
ling of the God-head in the humain nature aſſumed, and in 
the Saintr ; in them the God-head dwels by the communi- 
cation of vertae, 'but in this the God head dwels perſenalh, 
by the communication of the perſon of the Son to the hu- 
maine natare : ſecondly, this the Apoſtle addeth, to ſhew 
that Chriſt, according to his humain nature, is head of the 
Church, by reaſon ofthe perſonal inhabication of the God- 
head in the fleſh : thirdly, to declarethe full and mani- 
teſtation of God in Chriſt : God did often manifeſt himſelfe 
unto men in ſhadowes, and in powerfull and mighty works, 
but in Chriſt he hath manifeſted Hhimſelfe moſ fully, dwel- 
ing in the fleſh aſſumed perſonally ; fo that Chriſt in our 
is true God and true man, and he that hath the Son of | 
God hath the Father, he that enjoyes Chriſt enjoyes God, ! 
becauſe the God-head dwels in the humane nature perſonal- | 
ly, and by this we ſee, that | 
ing in our fleſh is true. God. Chriſt the Sonne of 


thing is wanting to Chriſt that belongs to God, that apper- 
taines to the divinity ; whatſoever the Father doth, the Son 
doth in our fleſh, though not by the power of the fleſh, but 
by his God-head dwelling in the fleſh ; the names of nature 
and of impoſigoo, the titles of honour, love, office and la- 
bour, which are given unto Chriſt, and the attributes of 
eternity, of immutability, immortality, omnipreſence, om- 
niſciency and omnipotency, aſcribed unto Chriſt, y, 
with the miraculous and mighty works wrought by Chritt, 


= _ an ample, cleer and invincible teſtimony of Chrilts | 
head. | 
Let us therefore look upon the God-head of Chriſt in 
our fleſh, and admire his goodnefle in comming ſo neere un- 
to us, and gore An faith and love to come to him, and 
through him to God 3 


Chriſt reconciling God and man, 3s 
_ 
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w Gracious man compleat. | 2 


Jacobs Ladder joyned heaven and earth together; God di(- 

fing all to men by Chriſt, and —_— men through 

hriſt, as the Angels deſcended and by the 

in Jacobs vithon. Let us againe contemplate Chriſt as God 
dwelling in our fleſh, and feare him and obey him above all 
commanders, exalt him above all men and Angels, love him | 
above all creatures,ſtay upon him in all diſtreſſes, conſecrate 
our ſelves to his ſervice, celebrate him as the author and 
| worker of all our welfare and happineſſe,and quiet and con- | 
tent oar ſelycs in and with him, as the fountaine of- all 
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VERSE 10. 
And ye are compleat in him which 4 the head of 
all principality and power. 
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| | Cuay. XVI, 
Aſeribing perfefiion tm Chriſt to ſuch alone as art tru- | 
| ly gracious. | 
| 
gf he prone vn is the fulneſſe of Chriſt opened, in | | 
þ this verſes the fulneſſe of his members propoſed. Chriſt 
| 5 very free, and full, and gracioas in his miniſtrations to his | 
| Y [fervancs : As there is a fulneſſe in the Vine, (© thereis a ful- 
| nefle in the Branches ; as there is a fulneſfle in the Sea, ſo | 
| 


there js a fulneſs in the Rivers; as there is a fulneſs inGhriſt | 
lothere is a falnefle in his Members ; they ore complear-in bim | 
| wich is the bead of all principality and power. | 
Theſe words contain a third argament, uſed by the Apo- © Scope of the 
le, ro dehort and diſſwade men from having recourſe rs  ****1<- 
__ tradicions , phyloſophicall doArines, vaine and | | 
need- ' 
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Fulneſſe of the faithful. 


needleſs ceremonies ; from ſeeking perfeftien or fulnelle in 
ſuch empty lamps, broken ciſternes, and barren ergcs z con, | 
fidering they have perfeQion neerer home,and in themſelye, | 
being in Chriſt, members of Chrift, incorporate into Chriſt, | 
in whom is all fulne(s, they need not looke elſe-where for 
perfetion,for they ave compleat in him, | 

In the words we have two things in the generall. 1. The 
Saints perteQtion, and yee are compleat in bim. 2. Chrifts exal- 
tation, which is the bead of all principality and power. Firft, of 
the Saints perfetion, and ye are compleat in bim. Wherein we 
may take notice, firſt, of the ſubjet yee, not all, but yer : Ye! 
who are effeftually called from the death of finne to the life 
of grace z as Chritit called Lazarus from the death of the 
grave,to the life of nature: Yee that are ſavingly enlight-: 
ned, as the eyes of him that was borne blinde were opened : 
Yeetbat are ſpiritually purged and clenſed from ſinne, as 
Naaman was waſhed from his Leprohe in Jordan : Yee that 
have put off the o)d unan, and put on the new, as 7olepb had 
his priſon garments taken off,and veſtuces of fine linnen pur 
upon him,and a golden chain about his neck;ye from whom ' 
ull old chings are put away, and to whom all things are be- 
come new z ye are compleat in bim. 

Such alone a5 are true'y boly and gracious, are compleat and perfedi 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Such alone are living branches in this viae, 
a fpiricuall Bride co this Husband , endowed with Gods 
imape, intereſted in Gods promile, ſeparated from worldly 
vanitics,and the power of uncleanneſs, clothed wich Chrilts 
righceouſneſs,and filled wich Chrifts fwlneſs. | 

Prophane and carnall people are farre from all ſpicituall 
perfeftion, as the dead are farre from life, the blinde farre 


from eye-light, and bondmen farre from freedome. Unre- | 
generate and ungracious perſons have no ſaving knowledge 
of Chrih Jetus, no participation of his fulneſſe, no intereſt | 
in his bencfts,no tatte of the ſweetneſs of his mercies. Chriſt 


to them is a hidden Manna whom they taſte not,an eclipſed 
Sunne whom they ſee not, a ſealed Well of whom they 
drinke not, like the Tree of Life to 4am expelled our of 
the garden of Eben ; one to whom they come nor, of + 

ruit 
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fruit they feed not. Reigning prophaneneſle deprives the 
ſoule of all benefics and ns on Lord Fx; } 

Such alone as are truly gracions, are filled with Chriſts 
fulneſs, diſcerne Chriſts excellencics, and ace refreſhed with 
the ſweetnel(s of his mercies : They alone that live to Chriſt 
exjoy Chriſt, and are made by Chriſt, and havethe 

romiſe of eternall life in and through Chriſt. O Chriſl 
(aith Bernard.) he is plainly worthy of death who refuſerh 
to live to thee 3 and be that is not wiſe for thee, is fooliſh : 
and he that cares to be, unlels for thee, goes for nothing,and 
is nothing. O God (faith he) thou hait made all things for 


thy (elte, and he that will be tor himſelfe, and not for thee, 
| begins in the midit of all things, to be nothing. Without 
Chriſt mans greateſt fulneſs is nothing elſe but emptineſs: 
| he that ſeekes himſelfe, and noc Chritt, loſeth both himſelf 
| and Chriſt : he that ſtrives without Chriſt robe happy, in- 
volves himſelte in the ſnare, and caſts him(elfe into the gulte 
| of the greateſt miſery. To live to the Lord Jeſus in true ho- 
| linefle, js the onely way to. everlaſting happineſs : He that 
| for Chalt can make himſelfe nothing, (hall in Chriſt finde 
the pexfeRion of all things. Labour then to be of their num- 
ber who are truly holy and gracious, that you may be com- 
pleat and perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Secondly, here is the benefit,compleat, full, entyre,perfett : 
compleat in the imputation of Chriſts righreouthells, in the 
inchoation of all ſaving gitts and graces, in title to allGods 


; promiſes, in the accepration of their perſons and ſervices in | 


; and for Chriſt, Chriſt being.the Beloved in whom they are 


| accepted. And hence we learn, that 
| There is a fpirityall and beavenly perfeftion and fulneſſe in Gods 


| faitbfull ſervants : a fulneſs of inchoation, but not of con wmma- 
tion; a8 there is a fulne(s of light begun in the ayre in the 
| dawning of theday ; a fulneſs of parts, but not of degrees, as 
| there is a fulne(s of members in an Infant as well as in a Man 


in reſpeCt of parts, though not in reſpedt of full geowth 3 a | 


| fulneſs of truch and uprightneſs, though not of abſolute- 
neſs ; The leaſt dram of Gold, and drop of water,is as tru- 
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or all the water in the deepe Sea : a fulneſle in reſpe of 
intention, though not of acquiſition ; they ſer perfeftion as a 
marke before them, they preſſe to it, though they have not 


| miſt, ſaying, There ſhall be an bandfull of corne in the eartb,on the 


yet fully attaiuel : a {nlnefſe of duration, though not of frai- 
tion 3 they doe not faile and fall, like Ha/ael,by the way,but 
like good travellers, they goe from ſtrength to ſtrength wntill 
they appeare before the Lord in Sion, though they doe not yer 
enjoy the end of their calling : a fulneſſe in reſpe&t of exten- 
tions they mortifie all luſts, they depart from every evill 
way, they allow themſelves in no finne, though they cannot 
wholly aboliſh any finne.; have an eye to all Gods | 
_ and walke in all Gods ordinances, though they | 
impe and halt a little, as Facob did in his cravell, after he 
had obtained the bleſſing. This p:rfeftion and fulnefſe of 
Gods Saints and Servants was ſhadowed in- the Arke, as it-' 
was a type of the Chnrch ; the Arke had a crowne of gold a» | 
bour it 3 the Church, the faithfull ſervants of the Lord, are * 
crowned with divers gifts and graces here, and ſhall be with | 
the crowne of glory hereafter : The Arke had foure pro- | 


| portionable dimentions, the faithfall ſervants of Chriſt: 


have the depth of faith, the heighrof hope, the laticude of 
charity, and the longicude of perſeverance, abownding (as the 
Apoſtle ſaith) in every thing, in faith, in utterance, in knowledge, 
in all diligence and love : The Candleſtick in the San@uary 
had ſeven lamps, and many branches, adorned 'with bowler, | 
bnops and flowers ; the Church and faithfull ſervants of God, 
are rezpleniſhed-with fulnefſe of divine and heavenly light, 
and beautified with the yarns workes of the Spirit ; this 
was nth ft be earth, the faithfull” people of God on 


earth, ſball be full of the = of the Lord; as the waters 
cover the Sea, abundantly repleniſhed with all the gifts of 
God; and this the Lord hgnified by the mouth of the Pſal- 


top of 1he monntainer, the fruit thereof ſhall ſhake like Lebanon and 


flouriſh like the grafſe of the earth : A Prophelie of the plenti- 


full Preaching of the Goſpell, abundant communication of 
divine and ſaving gifts to men, a large encreaſe of tke num - | 
|ber of beleevers,and ſweet conſolations arifing in the m_ | 
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of men upon their freedome from the power of Satan, and 
; their own corruption under Chriſts kingdome. And thi« 
 perfetion and fulneſſe of the ſervants of God is expreſſed 
| ſometimes by the beauty of the Lillies of the valley ; ſome 
; times by the _— of the Sunne, the Moone,and the Morning 
| fometimes by the glory and rick attyre of a @ weene cloatur, 
with gold of Opbir, and a needle-wrought garment ; fometimes b 
a bod waſhed with water, and anoynted with oyle, clothe. 
with broidred worke, ſhod with a Badgers skin, girded 
about with fine linnen, covered wich (ike, decked wich or 
naments, having bracelets upon the hands, and a chaine © 
the necke, kgnitying the riches, fulneſſe, ſplendor, beaur 
and admirable excellency of thoſe graces, with which th 
Lord adornes the ſoules of his ſervants, grace .nd holinei', 
| making Gods children ſurpaſlingly beautifull. That /oul 
is moſt comely and beautitull, which hath the greatelt mes 
ſure of ſan&ifcation : This is likewiſe ſymbolized by th 
waters comming forth wnder the threſbold of the Temple, riving hig 
er and higher, untill they grew ſo deepe, that a man mign 
ſwim in them 3 and for this the children of God arete:med 
a flacke of (beepe even ſhorue, come up from the waſhing, every 0- 
bearing twins, none barren among them : for.this they are (tilc.; 
4 Garden incleſed, a Spring ſhut up, a Foumaine jeale.l, an Orca: 
of Pomegranats with pleaſant fruits, a Tree planted by the water 
fide, whoe leafe doth not fade, trees bearing more fruit in their 0. 
age. It is th+ property of Gods children to grow to more 
on, their corraptions, like the houſe of Saul, grow- 
ing weaker and weaker ; and their graees, like the houſe of 
David, waxing ſtronger and ſtronger : and the Scripture 
ſpeakes of them plainly, teſtifying that they are full of good- 
neſſe, as the Stars are full of light, and good Trees full of 
good fruit ; full of piety towards God, full of charity to 
wards man, full of knowledge in Gods will, full of faith in 
Godr Promiſes, fall of godly forrow for their offences, 
full of hamilicy and meekneſſe for their low opinion of 
themſelves, and readineſle to put their necks under the yoke 
of Gods precepts : Full of the fruits of righteowſnefſe, as the 
fields are tull of all ſorts of fruic in the day of harveſt : Fer 


| 


OS 


N p feti 


Cant. 2.2. 
AN. 5.10. 


'al.47.9,13 


4+ 
Erck. 16. 


Ezek.47.5+ 


- 


Plal gs. 13+ 


2 Sam. 3-1; 


| Rom-15.14; 


PhiLi.zrs 


a Hott. is 


»* Cr. 


Grounds of Saints fulneſſe. 


felt and full in the will of Ged, in the knowledge and obſer- 
vance of it, as a good ſervant is full in knowing and obey- 
ing his Maiters will, as a good Traveller is full in his way 
kuowing ic, and going on fully init, with all his ſtrength, 
with all cheerfulnefſe, and with all ſtedfaſtnefſe : Yea, filled 
Wild all the fulneſſe of God, not wich the fulneſſe of his eſſence, 
bur of his operations and communications of his grace to the 
ſuules of men : With the fulneſſe of bis will, being filled with 
| the knowledge of bis will in all wi dome and fpiriiuall underſtanding : 
With the fulnelle of his Promiſes,beleeving them,and draw- 
| Ing waters of conſulation from them with the bucket of 
| faith, as from ſu many Wels of comfort : With the tulneſſe 
| of his love, as the childe with che leve of the Parent, feel- 
| ing the love of God ſhed abroad in their hearts : With the 
| fulneſle of his gitts, as the ayre is full of the light of the 
| Sunne : Wich the fulneſſe of his Chriſt,who filleth all things 
in all mien. . And thus we ſee there is a (piricuall and heaven- 


ly fulnelle in the Lords f(ervants, 


— —— — OO —  —— 


Cuay. XVIL 
L aying down foure ground of the Sarxts perfeflion, 


1. Uni-n with { TN regard of anion with, and incorporation into Chriſt : They 
Chriſt. are united Chriſt as branches to the Vine 3 the. Vine is of 
the ſame nature-with the branches ; ſo is Chrik, as man, of 
the ſame nature with beleevers : the Branches have their 0- 
riginall from the Vine, beleevers are begotten againe by 
Chriſt to a lively hope : the Branches are ſupported, nou- 
riſhed, and filled by the Vine ; ſo are all true beleevers by 
Chriſt, They are uniced unto Chrilt, as. members to the 
head ; the head communicates ſence and motion to all the 
members of the body z Chriit communicates ſpiricuall life, 
ſence and motion, a heavenly tulneſle of all good things to 
the members ot his myſtical] body : . They are uniced unto 
Chriſt as the Bride uato the Bridegroome, they are berrothed 
wnte him for ever; the wite by her wedlocke participates Þ o 
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name, honour,dignity,and earthly fulnetle of her husband ; 
the Charch, by ſpirituall wedlocke with Chrilt, partakes of 
the name, honour, dignity, and heavenly falneſs of Chrilt : 
As min and wif? are one mutrimoniall f:{; ſo are Chriit and 
his members one myſticall Chritt. 

In regard of proportion : There is a naturall proportion 


the Parent and the childe, between the Sunne and the ayrc 
enlightned by the Sunne ; and thus there is a ſpiricuall pro- 

rtion between Chriſt and all ſueh as, like living mem- 
ny are enlivened by him, like children are begotten of 
him, and ſavingly enlightned by him,as the Sunne doth en- 
lighten the ayre : There is a gracious proportion and an- 
ſwerableneſle betweene Chriſt and all God faicthfull ſer- 
vants, as between the Sunne and the Starres in the firma- 
ment, as between the King and the Queen in the Conrt, -as 
berweene the father and the children in the Family ; they 
are boly as be is boly, in proportion, in imication, in qualicy, 
but not in adequation, degree, and qualicy : they are confor- 
med wnto Chriſt in ſanfification and in ſuffering : Chriſt 
hath fulneſſe above meaſure, they have falneſſe in mea 
fare: In Chriſt is fulneſ(s as in the fountaine, in them as in 
the ciſterne. 

In regard of Communicati:n : The Sun communicates light 


Joſeph had not the fulnefſe of Egypt for himſelfe alone, bur 
for all the people of the Land, to diſpenſe to them accord. 
ing to their {everall neceſſities : God hath pur all fulneſle in- 


and licenefs between the head and the members, b:tweene | 


t Cor. 12.12, 


2..Proporiion 
berweene 
Sainrs and 


Chriſt.” 


r Per.re. 
Rom.$.29, 


3. Chriſts 


anto all the Scarres, the Sea waters to all the Rivers; Chriſt | communicati- 
hath not received for himſelfe alone,bur for all his members. + 22 2 the 


217115. 


to Chriſt, and through Chriſt he doth diſpenſe the ſam? to | 
us, God (faith S. Paul) bath bl:fed ws with all Piritaall bleſſings | 


in beavenly places im Corift ; with knowledge; juſtification, re- 


milhon, adoption, fan titcation, and all piritzall riches in| 
Chriſt. God diſpenſeth all his -fulnelſe by Chriſt Jeſas co | 


his ſervants : As the Angels came downe by Jacobs ladder; 
{o doe all che gitts of God come downe to the ſoule of man' 


by Chriſt : Of bis fulnefſe we 41! all receive grace for grace. The") 


wer; (Gaich Chritft) wich thou gaveſt me, I bave given theny ; 
N 3 £0 


| Epheſ:r. 3. 


John x.16- 
John 17. $8. 
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the words of Precept to dire them, the words of Promite 
to ſuſtaine them, the words of Lite to quicken them, the 
words of Peace to comfort them z what thou haſt revealed 
and given to me, as Mediator,have | revealed and communi. 
—_— unto them,as their teacher and Saviour. | 
In regard of Imyutation; Chriſt with all his benefits is 
m—_— to beleevers, their tinnes are impated unto him, 
and his righteouſneſſe is imputed unto them, He that knew 
us finnc, was made finne for ws, that we might be made the righteou;- 
eſſe of God in bim ; not our righteouinelle, but the righte- 
ouſneſſe of God; not in us,but in Chriſt. As Jojua the high 
P. jeſt had his filtby garments taken from bim, and was clothed 
with change of raiment : {o is cur finne, like a filthy garment, 
-ut from us, ard we are clothed with © hriſts righteouſ- 
ieſle, as with a rich and royall robe ; and we are to put on 
hriit co juſtification 3 being, through faith, clothed and 
-overed with Chriſt his perfe& innocency and holinefle of 
nature and ations, as with a garment to appeare holy and 
unblameable without ſpot or wrinkle betore God. And we 
are alſo ſaid, to pat on Chriſt to [antiificatior, being decked 
nd adorned with the gifts and fruics of his Spirit, as with 
jewels and ornaments : Tee are of God ({aith Saint Pant) cledi- 
o, called, regenerated by bis Sirit- All tirgs are of God by crea- 
ion, ele& beleevers by the grace of ad -ption and regenera- | 
cion : Tee are of bim in Chriſt, eleted in Chritt before the | 
,vundation of the world : In Chriſt, who is made wnto ws of | 
God, wi\dome, rigbteouſneſſe, [anftification and redemption : Made | 
into us of God, not by creation, but by ordinati-n : Wil- | 
Jome, the author and teacher of wiſdome, revealing to us 
the counſell of his Father, touching our ſalvation, and ma- | 
king us wite by giving us the (piric of illumination : Righ- : 
:eouinelle, our Juſtifier making, us righteous through his 
ighreouſneſs imputed to us : S inftification, our San tifer, 
egenerating and renewing us by the worke of his Spirit : | 
iedemption, by his merit and erficacy, freeing us from the } 
ower of Satan, the domini..n of our corruption,and death | 
ternall!: Heis our Wildome as a Prophet, our Juttificati- 
oa and Santit:.catiun as a Prieit,our Redemption as a King: 


tie 
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; Empty S oule ſtranger to Chriſt. 
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Heis our Righteouſnels Imputative, by -_ of impuration ; 


i 
he is our Wiidome, Sznftifcation an ption, Effedti- 
ve, by way ot inherent and gracious operation, Chrili(ſaith 
+ Bernard) is made unto us Wiſdome in preaching, Righte- 


ouſneſs in the abſ{olution of finne, Sanftification in conver- 
lation, and Redemption in his Pailion. Chrilt(Gich > Thes- 
pbilatl) maketh us wile, freeing us from errour ; he maketh 
us Jult by forgiveneſs of linnes z he SanRifeth us by his 
Spirit the Comtorter. And chus he imparteth to, us perfet 
| redemption,or deliverance from all evils : and thus it ap- 
pears, thar there is a ſpicituall and heavenly pecte&ion and 
tulneſs in all the Lords ſervants. 
are to Chriſt, how 


This ſhews how great ſtrangers th 
farre from the number ofGods faithtull (eryants ; Firlt,who 

| are empty of all ſaving grace ; whoſe ſoules, like the fooliſh 
| Virgins lamps, are empcy of all (piritual and heavenly oyl ; 
| whoſe hearts are an empty houſe, wherin dwelleth no divine 


—— 
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194m d1mſie- 
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men excluded 
from Chriſt 
and the num- 
ber of his 


and ſaving good ; whole lives are (as the Prophet faid of 
Hrielan empty ine,bringing forth to them(elves,to the fleſh, 
but not to God; empry of the knowledge of God, as the 
eyes pf the blindare of light, having no wiſdome to dil- 
cerne the things which difter, any more then a blinde man 
can diſcerne of colours ; empty of faith,as Ferabuams wither» 
ed hand was empty of (trength,having ao power to beleeve, 
to lay hold on Chrilt, and che promile of eternall life ; emp. 
ty of love, as a dead man is empty of heat» It is faid of Da- 
vid, that he was old and ſtricken in yeeres, and they covered 
him with clothes, but he got no heat : Many ſuch there be, 
ſo old in ſinne, and have ſpent ſv many yeeres inthe way of 
the world, and in the workes of the fleſh,that though they 
have much meanes to warme them, many Sermons, many 
admonitions and inltruftions, yet they got no heat,no love 
doth burn within them,their ſoules remaining like an =_ 
c 
of 


——_——_————_—_—R—— 


| 
ty chimney wherein- is no fice: empty they are of all the | 
fruits of righteonſneſle, as a withered branch is 
grapes 3 Such men have nothing of Chriſt in them, as the 


empty ciſterne hath nothing in ic of the fountaine 3 Such 


men can doe nothing to the refiſting of Satan, no more then 
an 
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an empty hand to the withſtanding of the enemy in the bat- 
tle. The unclean Spiric finding the bou/e empry, entred in with 
ſeven others wor|e then bimſelfe: Such are unprofitable to others 
in theic ſpirituall diftreſles, like the pics which were empty 
when the children of the Nobles came unto them in their thirk : 
as an empty lanthorne that gives no light to him that tra- 
vels in the darke; like thefig-tree which bare no fruic when 
Chriſt came to ic in his hunger : Suth men know not how 
to comfort themſelves, how to ſuſtaine and ſtay themſelves 
in their owne diſtrefle ; they have nothing of God and 
Chriſt at home within themſelves,in their owne hearts: but 
as Hagars bottle was empty, had ns water in it, neither knew 
ſhe which way to looke Ge water to refeſh her , but fate 
downe and wept ; ſo aretheir ſoules empty,and when trou- 
ble comes upon them, .they know not which way to looke 
for comfort ; they have no anker to ſtay them in the ltorme, 
but are (as the Plalmiſt ſaith of the Mariners in the tempeſt) 
even at their wits end : Such men are a diſhonour to the Gol» 
Il, a ſhame to the Chriſtian profefiion ; as an empty-Sho- 
ar that hath no learning in him,is a diſgrace to the Schoel, 
or a barren T ree a diſcredic to the Orchard : To ſuch, men 
it may be ſpoken, as once Archidamws ſpake unto his Sonne, 
raſhly conflicting with the Athenians, wanting ſtrength to 
make his part good againſt them, Either add to thy ſtrength, 
or take from thy boldnefle : ſo muſt theſe men, either athde 
to their ſhew more power of godlinefle in their converſati- 
on, or ceaſe from their profellion.. For as in warre audaci- 
ouiſneſle withqur itrength is dangerous ; ſo in religion, pro- 
fellion without praftice is ſcandalous : and what is the end 
of ſuch empty and barcen Chriſtians,bur as the tree that had 
leavs without fruit was curled, and the witbered branches caſt 
into the fire and burned : ſo the carſe and everlaſting burning 
will be theſe mens laſt portion. 

2 This likewiſe ſhewes how farre they are from Chriſt, 
who in ſtead of ſpicicuall and heavenly tulnefſe, have a ful- 
neſle of finne and uncleannefle within them ; ſome being 
full of worldly-mindedneſle, of diitrafting cares and cogi- 


tations 3 as the (luggards field was full of r12ornes and bryars ; 


ſome 


—_ ———— 
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Chareflers of holy fulneſſ. 


ſome are full of ido and ſuperſtition, full of ercour, he- 
refie, and as Baals houſe was full of Liolaters 
from one end to the other ; ſome are full of fraud and deceit, as a 
Cage full of Birds ; ſome are full of ſtirres, tumults and conten- 
tions, as the Sea is full of tormes ; ſome are full of hypocri- 
fie, full of many noyſome and filthy luſts, as the Pharilces 
Sepulchers were whiced without, but full of dead mens bone 
within ; ſome are fall of malice, wrath and indignation, as 
the Serpents are full of deadly peyſon ; ſome are full of curling, 
ſwearing, evill as the woman on the Scarler-co- 
lonred was full of the name s of blaſhbemy, and the golden 
cup in her hand full of abominations and filtbineſſe : and what 
attends this fulnefſe of implety and prophaneneſſe, bur ful- 
nefle of ſhame, fulneſſe of woes, fulneſle of everlaſting cor- 
tures ? Fulneſle of vengeance ever waits upon fulneſle of un- 


godlineſle. 


Cuaye. XVIII 


Evidencing the fulneſſe of the Saints by four Charafters 
or Marks, with fowr mot rues to labour for fulneſſe, 


HIS may teach us then duly to examine the eſtate of 

our ſoules, and to labour for cleer and comfortable evi- 

dence of this ſpirituall and heavenly fulnefſe. The preſence 
of this fulnefle will be diſcerned, 

Firſt, by the fulnefſe of mans refiſting and withſtanding 


every tempration, every tion, every contradiftion ot | 
the Devill, the World, the F leſh, as a Caſtle full of Ar 


| 
mour,full of Men.full of Fortification, full of all Provifion, 
abides all afaults ; a tree full of roots abides and holds or / 


againſt all the guſts and blaſts of winds. The Arke being | 


| picched within and withour, full of ſtrength, endured all | 
P 


; the toſſing 
| is, in the midt of all 


| 


$s of the Deluge. The man in whom this tulneſle © 
firions, as Chry/offome (aid of Peter, | 


is as a man made all of fire walking in ſtubble, he overcomes 
and conſumes all oppofition; all difficulties ace but Wher- 
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56 | Fullof ſin, empty of Chriſt 


an empty hand to the withſtanding of the enemy in the bat- 
; Marth.,12.44, | tle. The unclean Spiric finding the bowſe cmpry, entred in with 
ſeven others wor|e then bim(elfe: Such are unprofitable to others 
in theic ſpirituall diftrelles, like the pics which were empty 
when the children of the Nobles came unto them in their thirk : 
as an empty lanthorne that gives no light to him that tra- 
vels in the darke; like thefig-tree which bare no fruic when 
Chriſt came to it in his hunger : Sath men know not how 
to comfort themſelves, how to ſuſtaine and ſtay themſelves 
in their owne diſtrefle ; they have nothing of God and 
Chriſt at home within themſelves,in their owne hearts: but 
as Hagars bottle was empty, had ns water in it, neicher knew 
ſhe which way to looke Ge water to refeſh her , but fate 
downe and wept ; ſo aretheir ſoules empty,and when trou- 
ble comes upon them, .they know not which way to looke 
for comfort ; have no anker to ſtay them in the ſtorme, 
but are (as the Pſalmilſt ſaith of the Mariners in the tempeſt) 
\ Pal. 107.27- | even at their wits end : Such men are a diſhonour tothe Gol- 
| II, a ſhame to the Chriſtian profeſſion; as an empty Sho- 
| ar that hath no learning in him,is a diſgrace to the Schoel, 
| or a barren T ree a diſcredic to the Orchard : To ſuch, men 
it may be ſpoken, as once Archidamus ſpake unto his Sonne, 
| raſhly conflicting with the Athenians, wanting ſtrength "to 
Ant viribur | rake his part good againſt them,Eicher add to thy ſtrength, 
adde, aut ®W'- | or take from thy: boldnefſe : fo muſt theſe men, either athde 
a my to their ſhew more power of godlinefle in their converſati- 
on, or ceaſe from their profeſlion.. For as in warre audaci- 
oulneſle withqur itrength is dangerous ; ſo in religion, pro- 
fellion without praftice is ſcandalous : and what is the end 
of ſuch empty and barcen Chriſtians,but as the tree that had 
Math.21.19. | leavs without fruit was curled, and the witbered branches caſt 
lohn 15. into the fire and burned : fo the carſe and everlaſting burning 
will be theſe mens laſt portion. 

2 This likewiſe ſhewes how farre they are from Chriſt, 
who in ſtead of ſpicituall and heavenly tulneſſe, have a ful- 
nefſe of finne and uncleannefſe within them ; ſome being 
full of worldly-mindedneſle, of diitrating cares and cogi- 
Proy.24-31» tations 3 as the (luggards field was full of toornes and __ ; 

ome 
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ChereNtert of holy fulneſſ 
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ſome are full of ido and fv Dn oferrcour, he- 


refie, and corrupt as h was full of Lolaters 
from one end ts the other ; ſome are fall of fraud and deceit, as a 
Cage full of Birds ; ſome are full of ſtirres, tumults and conten- 
tions, as the Sea is full of tormes ; ſome are full of hypocri- 
fie, full of many noyſome and filthy luſts, as the Pharilces 
Sepulchers were whiced without, but full of dead mens bone, 
within ; ſome are fall of malice, wrath and indignation, as 
the Serpents are full of deadly peyſon ; ſome are full of cucling, 
(wearing, evill as the woman on the Scarler-c- 
lonred was full of the names of blaſhbemy, and the golden 
cup in her hand full of abominations and filtbineſſe : and what 
attends this fulnefle of implety and prophaneneſſe, bur ful- 
nefle of ſhame, fulneſſe of woes, fulneſſe of everlaiting cor- 
tures ? Fulnefle of vengeance ever waits upon fulneſſe of un- 


godlineſſe. 


Cuaye. XVIIL 


Evidencing the fulneſſe of the Saints by four Charafters 
or Marks, with fowr motrues to labour for fulneſſe, 
THIS may teach us then = ro examine the eſtate of 
our ſoules, and to labour for cleer and comfortable evi- 
denee of this fpirituall and heavenly fulnefſe. The preſence 
of this fulnefle will be diſcerned, 

Firſt, by the fulnefſe of mans refiſting and —_— 
every tempration, every tion, every contradiftion of 
the Devill. the World, the Fleſh, as a Caſtle full of Ar 
mour,full of Men,full of Fortification, full of all Proviſion, 


| 


'p 


| and conſumes all oppotition ; a ace but Wher- 


ad ides all affaules $ atree full of roots abides and holds or 
againſt all the guſts and blaſts of winds. The Arke being 


is, in the mid of all fhirtions, as Chry/offome (aid of Peter, 
is as a man made all of fire walking in ſtubble, he overcomes 


ſtones 


ieched within and withour, full of ſtrength, endured all / 
the toſlings of the Deluge. The man in whom this tulnelle / 
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ſtones to his fortitude, all Satans temptations are but fire- 
| brands caſt into the water, all the gainſayings of the world 

are to him but as the barking of dogges to a traveller, . all 
the proffers of the world are baſe and comtemptiblez the 

very reproach of Chriſt is in his eye, greater riches then all the 
' treaſures of #z1pt : the Horle neighs at the Trumpet, the Le- 

viathan laughs at the Speare, the man that is filled with 

Chriſt accounts it all joy to fall into manifold temptations ;, he is 
| ready to goe through fire and water, he carries his life in his 
| handhe layes to father and mother,[ know you not ;to car- 
| nall counſcllours and friendly enemies, get you behind me 
| Satan» 

2. | 2 By the fulneſs of anſwerableneſs tothe whole law and 
Faln-s of an- will of God : where is fulneſs of grace; the whole man is put 
"werablenefle into a holy frame, and there is a readineſs to obey every pre- 
»the whole cept, as the Centurions Souldiers were ready to every com- 
oe 3.8, | mand, to goe and comegto doe this and to doe that; a readineſs 
to beleeve every promile, as there is a readineſs in the hand 
to receive every gitt ; a readineſs to embrace every wholſome 
admonition, as there is a readineſs in the eye to receive lighe 
from every ſtarre,. a readinefſe in the ground to receive raine 
\ Tim.2.21, | from every cloud, a readineſle with diligence to follow ever) 
pood work, , as there is a readineſle in the hand of a good Scho- 
ler to write after every letter in the copy. 

3. 3 By the fulneſle of liberty and freedome frem the rule 
Fulneiſ: of 13. | rnd-power of every fin : at oſbua put all the Canaanites-un» 
berry (rom the der, 1o doth fulnefTe of grace put downe every luſt, ic ſaffers 
rule wt lin. | nofintoreigne; as A depoſed his owne mother, ſo doth 
2 Chron.15. * this the mother ſin of the ſoule, the fin that ismoſt deare : If 

Match. s, the eye offend, it, plucks it out ; if the band offend, 4t cuts inoff ; 
it doth not work by halves as Saul did;: but deſtroyes all as 
t Sam. 15+ | Samurl did: it reſtores the whole man to liberty ; the under- 
ſtanding to know, as Chriit reſtored the blind man to ſight ; 
the will co cm1brace Chriit, as the man whoſe hand was wi- 
thered, had it made whole co receive any gift ; the imagina- 
tion and aftefions to mind and meditate upon, to love and 
delight in the things which are above, as Chriſt healed che 
woman that had a {pirit of -infirmity, making her able to 
walk 
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walk t : it makes the whole man free to move and 
come to Chriſt, as the Rivers move towards the Sea. This 
the Plalmiſt termeth an inlarging of the heart to run the 
way of Gods Commandements ; and where the firit of the Loru 
is, there is liberty, faith the Apoſtle. 

4 By the fulneſſe of mans application of himſelfe to 
Chriſt, The more fully man receives of Chriſt, the more 
fully he doth apply himſelfe to Chriſt ; the more the Kiver 
receives from t the more ſtrongly. ſpeedily and fully 
it returnes againe and empries it ſelfe into the Sea. Mans 
motion to Chriſt is according to his gracious receivings 
from Chriſt; where there is fulneſle of grace,Chrilt is app:c- 
hended as a King for his authority, as a moſt precious be rl 
for his worth, as a Ranſomer for his purchaſe, which he 
hath made of us, as a Bridegroom for his love to us, and 
junRion with us: and as the wife which receives the husband 


geceiveth Chriſt doth give ic ſelf againe ro Chtiſt. Saint Paul 
ſaith of the Macedonians, they gave themſelves unto the Lord as 
to their Counſellour to dire them, as to their Shepheard to 
feed them, as to their King to honour him, as to their Lord 
and Maſter to ſerve him, as to their husband to love him, 
to rejoyce and delight in him, and bring forth Fruit unto 
him : and this is ſtiled « yeelding up of owr ſelves to God, and « 
living wnts God 5; mans ſubjetion unto God and Chriit be- 
», Ho ſutable to the power and dominion of grace wich- 
in him. 


This ſhould perſwade and move all men to labour for 
ſpirituall and heavenly fulneſſe, to abound as the Corinthi- 
ans did, in every ; to abound in hxowledge, as good ſchollers in 
learning, as the Starres in light : to grow in knowledge 3, in he 
knowledge of our felves, and be abaſcd : In the knowlege 


of the Law of God, and be reformed by ir, and conformed 
| to it : in the knowledge of the majeity, purity and perfeti- 
| on of God, and be humbledin the apprehenliion of ic : In 
| the knowledge of the authority and dominion of God, and 
feare to offend him : In the knowledge cf the power of God, 
and hide our ſelves under him: In the knowledge of the pro- 

O 2 miles 


| 


gives her ſelfe againe unto the husband, thus the ſoul which | 
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Motives to fulneſſe. 

mile, ot God, and build them : In the = _ of 
the bounty of God, and mito chankfull : In the knowledge 
of the love of God, and be cheerfull : In the knowledge of 
the gracious working of God, and aſcend to more ſpiritual 
perteCtion : In the knowledge of che death of Chriſt, attain- 
ing to a greater meaſure of mortitication : In the knowledge 
of the reſurrefion of Chriſt, being more and more ukck- 
ned by him : In the knowledge of the fulneſſe of Chrif, 
drawing neerer to him, receiving more and more from him, 
more and more (olacing, _——_—_— contenting our ſouls 
in and with him. Let us labour for fulneſſe of Faith, as the 
tree encreaſeth inthe fulnelle of his roots, being rooted and 
built up in Cyrift, and ftebliſbed in the faith, abounding therein with 
thanksgoivins. Let us ſtrive to be full of love, as a fire of much 
wood is full of heat 3 and as the Bride is full of love, even 
lick of love towards the Bridegroome : to be full of joy with 
the light of Gods countenance, as the favourite is full of 
joy with the Kings countenance, the light of the Kings 
countenance being unto him as life,and his favour as a cloud 
| of the latter raine. O let us endeavour to be full of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt, full of che fruits of the Spirit, as a good Orchard 
's full of all forts of fruit. And the better to provoke ont 
| {oules to this, let us medicare : 


Four m-dira. | Upon the fulneſle of that power which doth oppoſt the 
tions moving | welfare of our ſoules ; There is a fulnefle of finne, a fulne(s 
ro this ulncs, | of Satan, a fulneſſe of worldly vanities, which without « 


_— fulneſſe of grace we can never withitand, ſubdue and caſt 
r. downe.. When the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon 
Fadg.14- Samp/on, be rent the Lyon : when the Spirit of the Lord com- 
| eth mightily in the fulneſſe of his grace apon us, then Satan 
the roring Lyon is pat co flight,then his workes are difſoly- 
ed, then che itrong holds of finne are caft downe, and the 
ſoule prevaileth : Theretore the Apolile chargeth us to be 
ftrong in the Lord,and in the power of bis might, w put on the whole 
armour of God, that we may 5+ able to ſtand againfs rhe wiles of the 
Ditell. 
| Upon the ſweet agreemene which will ariſe from this fuk 
nefſe betweene our hearts and the word of Ged+ gy 
- s 
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Motives to fulneſſe. bi 


| make the commandement an eatie yoke, a plaine path: this 
will make the Word ſweet and pleaſant, as the light unto a 
cleere eye, wine unto a thirſty palate, or meat to a healthy 
and hungry tto-nacke, or the voyce of the Bridegroome to 
the Bride,when her heart is full of ,love towards him. 

Upon this ſatisfaftion and cone ntment which this ful- 
nefſe of grace will miniſter to the ſoule : Ie will be as « {iv- 
ing fpri.ig, as floods of water within us,quenching our thirſt, 
and taking off all our longings from the world : is will be 
to us & the Pearle to the M-ychant in the Parable, in ſtead of all 
worldly treaſuce,it will content us in every eltate,be in ſtead 
of all to our ſoules. 

Upon the joy ariling hence : Fulneſſe of grace brings ful- 
neſſe of joy ; ſtrong joy difpelling all ſorrow and ſadneſſe, 
as the Sunne doth the clouds ; full joy making the under- 
ſtanding joyfall in the knowledge of God ; making the will 
joyfull in the choyce and embracement of God, in the (in- 
cere,free and full intendment of God,and the glory of God ; 
making the imagination joyfull in the medication and 
thought of God ; making rhe memory joytull in the re* 
membrance of God and his Word,and Workes ; making all 
the affeftions joyſull in the truſting, fearing, and loving of 
God ; making all the members of the body joyfull in the 

rformance of their ſeverall offices and ſervices to God- 
ward. This filleth with «ll joy and peace 3 with the joy of 
children for our adoption, with the joy of Brides for our 
ſpiritual] conjunRion ; with the joy of friends for our 
knowledge of Gods ſecret and eounfell; with the joy of 
rich men for our treaſure any intere!t in all chings ; wich the 
joy of heires for our claime and ticle to Gods kingdome 3 
with the joy of Nobles for our dignity and exaltation ; with 
the joy of Conquerours for our vitory over all oppolition ; 
with the joy of tree-men for our ſpirituall prerogatives and 
freedome 3 with the joy of Kings for our holy and gracious 
dominion, with the inchoation of all joyes in this life,and 
the conſummation and perfeftion of endlefle joy hereafter 


in heaven. 
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